
Things to know about library eBooks…

What your library does
- Batavia Public Library belongs to the eMediaLibrary consortium, so you benefit from a 

larger collection of eBooks purchased by a group of libraries.
- Batavia Public Library buys some unique eBook titles not purchased by the consortium.

These titles are recognizable by the sign.
- Batavia Public Library buys extra copies of popular eBooks to shorten your wait time.

Usually you won’t be more than 5th on the waiting list. These titles are also marked with 

the sign.
- When the Batavia Public Library buys unique eBook titles or extra copies of eBooks, these 

copies are available only to Batavia Public Library cardholders. 

The situation with publishers
- Some publishers won’t sell eBooks to libraries. 
- Some publishers won’t sell recently published eBooks to libraries. 
- Some publishers won’t sell eBooks to a consortium (such as eMediaLibrary), only to 

individual libraries as Advantage titles, recognizable by the sign. 
- Some publishers set expirations on the eBooks they sell to libraries, so the library must 

purchase a new copy after a certain timeframe or number of checkouts.
- Some publishers charge libraries up to four times the hardcover list price for an eBook and 

often multiple times what an individual would pay for the same eBook.

http://www.ala.org/news/state-americas-libraries-report-2014/e-books

