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The Library will be closed:
Wed., Nov. 27, closing at 5pm
Thurs., Nov. 28
Tues., Dec. 24
Wed., Dec. 25
Tues., Dec. 31, closing at 12pm
Wed., Jan. 1
 

Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)
Sunday 1–4pm (June–Aug.)

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:  
 630-879-1393, ext. 290

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Jo Ann Smith, President
Katherine A. Garrett, Vice President
Daniel R. Russo, Secretary
Jennifer M. Culotta, Treasurer
Elizabeth P. Larson
Michael E. MacKenzie
Diane L. Blodgett

Who are the Friends?
As we head into another 

midwestern winter, having a reason 
to get out of the house each week 
to meet with a friendly group can 
help lift the winter doldrums. The 
Friends of the Batavia Public Library 
invite you to join them and enjoy 
the camaraderie of helping with 
their activities. 

The Friends are volunteers who 
support Batavia Public Library 
through the monthly book sales and 
other events. They are dedicated 
to promoting, improving, and 
assisting the library. They are also a 
sociable group who enjoy laughing 
and talking while sorting or selling 
donated books to raise funds for 
library projects. By joining the 
Friends, you will make new friends, 
have fun, and enjoy the satisfaction 

that comes from helping to enrich 
the lives of the residents of Batavia 
by promoting the Library as the 
cultural center of the community.

Visitors are always welcome to 
observe and participate in the book 
sorting process. The Friends meet 
in the FriendSpace on the lower 
level of the Library on Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings from 10am to 
12pm. 

An alternate volunteer 
opportunity for members is the 
monthly book sales which are 
held on the second Saturday of 

the month (except in June). Sales 
are held in the FriendSpace on the 
lower level of the Library. And if 
you are a book lover, you will enjoy 
the members’ perk of previewing 
and purchasing from the book 
selection before the monthly sale 
takes place.

Watch the Library’s newsletter 
for information about their annual 
brunch which takes place in 
February. Anyone interested in 
becoming a member of the Friends 
or learning about their activities and 
volunteer opportunities is invited.

Happy Holidays!

New self-check machines are here!
To complete our transfer to an RFID (radio-frequency 

identification) system, the Library has installed two new 
self-check machines. We think you will enjoy the ease of 

use: your check out process will be speedier, the DVD 
unlocking system is greatly improved, and you may soon 
pay by credit card.
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Under the Cupola
How to read like Mark Twain

The Year of Mark Twain in Batavia—a great year!—is 
drawing to a close with one final event scheduled for 
Nov. 12, a book discussion of The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer (1876) at the Library.

“Selfies with Mark Twain in Old Batavia” at the 
Library’s entrance—with the stately Revere House hotel 
as a backdrop—runs through the end of the year. Post 
photographs with #MarkTwainInBatavia.

Once upon a time there was Flat Stanley. Hannibal, 
Mo., has #TravelingTwain. Batavia has Mini Mark, 
who has traveled the world since last May. Search 
#MarkTwainInBatavia on social media to see Mark’s 
many adventures—and pick up your very own Mini 
Mark at the Library.

Recent highlights of The Year of Mark Twain in 
Batavia:—
• “Movie in the Park” (July) at the Batavia Riverwalk, in 

collaboration with Batavia Park District, featured The 
Adventures of Mark Twain (1944)

• “Mark Twain in Person” (September), featured 
Richard Henzel as Samuel L. Clemens, at Batavia 
Fine Arts Centre, in collaboration with Batavia Public 
Library Foundation and Batavia Historical Society

• “Books Between Bites” (October) featured Barbara 
A. Kalina on Mark Twain’s first novel, The Innocents 

Abroad, which inspired the lecture tour that brought 
him to Batavia in 1869
Even the Smithsonian (in September) provided 

a delightful if unwitting complement to Batavia’s 
celebration: “How to Read Like Mark Twain” by Terena 
Bell. (Step One: Pretend You Do Not Like Books.)

Mark Twain, with 3,000 books in his library, enjoyed 
portraying himself as an infrequent reader. “I have no 
liking for novels or stories,” he once wrote. According 
to Bell, “the 19th-century literati fell for it, dismissing 
Twain as unsophisticated.”

“Though Samuel L. Clemens, as Mark Twain, often 
projected the persona of a somewhat noble savage,” 
wrote Philip K. Jason in the Washington Independent 
Review of Books, “he was, in fact, a voracious book 
collector and reader, as well as a committed annotator 
of books. He helped create libraries. …He lived in 
his books and was influenced by them. He learned 
about…the craft of writing through his adventures as a 
reader.”

And Twain was a life-long patron of libraries—a good 
example to follow!

George H. Scheetz
Director

Chapters Café—more than just coffee
A book and a cup of coffee can be two of the most 

comforting things in our modern lives. And on these 
cold winter days, it is sometimes these little things that 
get us through the day. Imagine the feeling of coziness 
with one hand wrapped around a warm mug and the 
other hand turning the pages of whatever you are 
reading.

Chapters Café is a perfect spot to get all your work 
done while enjoying a hot drink. The café has free wi-fi, 
so you can get down to work in no time or catch up on 
your email. You may choose to take your drink (with a 
lid) into the Library and settle down in a comfortable 
chair in front of the fireplace or use one of the Library’s 
computers.

But the café is not just about coffee—the menu at 
Chapters Café changes often and features an array of 
hand-made pastries, unique sandwiches, hearty soups 
and chili, healthy salads, decadent sweets, delicious 
coffee drinks, and more.

Call ahead and your order will be ready for pickup 
when you arrive: 630-406-8005. Catering is also 
available for all group sizes—in-Library or off-site.

Chapters Coffeehouse and Café is located inside 

the main entrance at the Batavia Public Library, 
10 S. Batavia Ave., Batavia. Its hours of operation are 
8:30am to 8pm Monday through Thursday; 8:30am to 
5pm Friday and Saturday; and 12pm to 5pm Sunday. 
For more information, visit facebook.com/ChaptersBatavia 
or call 630-406-8005.

Enjoy hand-made pastries, unique sandwiches  
and hearty soups at Chapters Café.



Registration Information: Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500, for more information and to register. 
Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Unless otherwise noted, registration begins 
on the first of the month in which the program occurs.

Advance registration is required for programs designated 

Batavia Public Library
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For Babies & 
Preschoolers
Saturday Storytime
Sat., Nov. 2, 10:30am
Sat., Dec. 7, 10:30am
Sat., Jan. 4, 10:30am
Ages 3–6
Sing, dance, rhyme, and listen to 
stories during this special Saturday 
storytime edition. Discover a new 
theme each month.
Preschool Play & Learn 
Tues., Nov. 19, 10am  
Ages 2–5 with caregiver
Enjoy playtime with your child and 
explore our early literacy stations 
which include activities with letters, 
numbers, sequencing, and more. 
Baby Play & Learn
Fri., Nov. 22, 10am
Fri., Dec 6, 10am
Babies through 24 months
Join us for a drop-in playtime for 
babies ages 24 months and younger. 
Meet other caregivers, enjoy 
playtime with your baby, and see 
examples of early literacy activities. 
No registration necessary.  

Stories in Motion
Sat., Nov. 23, 11am
Sat., Dec. 28, 11am
Ages 3–6 
We’ll act out stories, learn fun 
stretches, and practice lively move-
ment rhymes and songs. Each class 
will explore a new theme while 
allowing our imaginations to soar.

Holiday Storytime 
Specials
All holiday storytimes are drop-in 
programs. No registration required.   
Toddler Time
Tues., Dec. 3, 10:30am
Mon., Dec. 9, 10:30am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver
Enjoy stories, rhymes, and more.  
ABC Storytime
Wed., Dec. 4, 10am
Ages 3–6 without a caregiver
Activities, books, and craft program 

Baby Storytime
Tues., Dec. 10, 11am
Babies with a caregiver 
Babies through 24 months will enjoy 
this interactive program including 
songs, nursery rhymes, lap games, 
and book sharing. 
Preschool Storytime
Fri., Dec. 13, 1pm
Ages 3–6 
Younger siblings are welcome. An 
adult must accompany children 
younger than 4 years old. 

For Students
Minecrafternoon
Thurs., Nov. 7, 4pm
Thurs., Dec. 5, 4pm
Thurs., Jan. 9, 4pm
Ages 6–14
Build worlds, destroy zombies, and 
have fun playing with your friends 
on the Library’s Minecraft server. 
No registration required. Entry 
tickets will be handed out 15 min-
utes before the program until gone. 
Space is limited.
Coding for Kids  
Mon., Nov. 11, 18, 25, Dec. 2, 
4:30pm
Grades 3–6
Learn JavaScript coding by coloring 
your code. Retired computer science 
teacher Jo Ann Smith will facilitate 
this 4-week coding instruction using 
the ColorMyCode book. The book is 
free for participants. 
Book Gems  
Tues., Nov. 12, 6:30pm
Gooney Bird and the Room Mother  
by Lois Lowry
Tues., Dec. 10, 6:30pm
A Ghost Tale for Christmas Time 
by Mary Pope Osborne
Grades 2–3
Book club and activities for young 
readers. Registration required; 
reserve a copy of the book when 
registering.

Treat your best friend to a New Year’s 
party at the Stuffed Animal Sleepover 
Dec. 31

Children’s Book Week—
Nov. 4–Nov. 11 
Join us for these Children’s Book 
Week events.
Autographed Book 
Drawing 
All children who visit the Youth 
Services Department this week 
may enter a drawing for an 
autographed copy of a children’s 
book. One entry per person per 
day. 
Book Character Visit
Fri., Nov. 8, 1pm
Cookie Mouse
Cookie Mouse comes to the 
Library for stories and activities. 
Don’t forget your camera! 
Drop-In Craft 
Mon., Nov. 4, 4–7pm
Thurs., Nov. 7, 11am–2pm
Sat., Nov. 9, 1–3pm
Bookmark



Holiday Time 
Join us for these fun holiday activities at the Library.
Mosaic—Holiday Bells
Help us complete a holiday mosaic. Ask for tiles at the Youth Services Desk. 
Drop-in Craft
Mon., Dec. 16, 11am–2pm, Sat., Dec. 21, 1–3pm
Holiday Bell
Guessing Jar
Dec. 1–15
Guess how many holiday bells are in the jar for a chance at a prize. 
Sing a Holiday Tune
Dec. 16–23
Sing a few bars of your favorite holiday song to a staff member at  
the Youth Services Desk and pick a treat from our treat jar.

630-879-1393 • BataviaPublicLibrary.org
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Late Night at the Library  
Fri., Nov. 15, 6–9pm 
Grades 3–5
This after-hours program includes 
activities, scavenger hunt, pizza, and 
a guest performer. Parental permis-
sion form and $3 per participant are 
required at registration. Register in 
person at the Youth Services Desk, 
beginning Nov. 1. Space is limited. 
Priority is given to Batavia Public 
Library cardholders and students 
attending Batavia schools.
Chat & Chew  
Mon., Nov. 18, 6:30pm 
Mon., Dec. 16, 4:30pm 
Grades 6–8
Come to the Library, hang out with 
friends, eat pizza, and do creative 
projects. In November, we’ll make 
decorations for the Youth Services 
Department and discuss our  
December project. 
Curiosity Club  
Wed., Nov. 20, 4:30pm
Grades K–2
This month we’ll discover some 
fascinating functions of the human 
body through books, games, and 
experiments. Includes a take-home 
activity. 
Explore & More  
Tues., Nov. 19, 6:30pm
Tues., Dec. 17, 4:30pm
Grades 2–4
In November, we will investigate 
airplanes and the people who flew 
them, and make paper airplanes. 
In December, we’ll look at holiday 
legends and traditions around the 
world. 
Mad Scientists  
Mon., Nov. 25, 6:30pm 
Grades 3–5
Experiment, play games, and do 
activities in our monthly science, 
technology, engineering, and math 
(STEM) club. This month we’ll 
explore the ooey-gooey science of 
slime.

Chess Club  
Wed., Nov. 27, 10am
Ages 6–14
Learn more about chess or improve 
your skills as we explore strategy 
and tactics. Basic knowledge of the 
game is required, but all skill levels 
are welcome.
 
Game Day 
Fri., Nov. 29, 1–2pm
Board Games
Thurs., Jan. 2, 11am
Board Games and Wii
Ages 6–14 
Bring a friend and challenge them 
to a game. 

Stuffed Animal Sleepover  
Mon., Dec. 30, 3–6pm drop off 
Tues., Dec. 31, 10:30am pick-up
Ages 4–8
Drop off your stuffed animal be-
tween 3–6pm on Mon., Dec. 30 for 
a sleepover at the Library! Make an 
I.D. tag for your buddy and then say 
goodnight until the next morning. 
Return the next day at 10:30am for 
a New Year’s Eve party. Registration 
is required for the sleepover; all are 
invited to the New Year’s Eve party, 
even if your stuffed animal didn’t 
sleep over at the Library.

For Families
Preschool Fair
Mon., Nov. 11, 6:30–8pm
Take a look at various Batavia and 
Geneva preschools. The open house 
format offers parents and caregivers 
the opportunity to talk to many pre-
schools at one time in one location.
Family Fun Reading Night
Thurs., Nov. 21, 7pm
Celebrate Illinois Family Reading 
Night at the Library! Join us for 
stories, games, crafts, refreshments, 
a book exchange, contest, and 
more! Bring a book from home and 
exchange it for a new-to-you book at 
our book exchange!
Celebration of Lights 
Sun., Dec. 1, 6:15–7pm
Batavia Depot Museum
Drop in for holiday readings at the 
Depot Museum.
Storytown Improv:  
Holiday Antics
Sun., Dec. 15, 2pm, Families 
Come along on a fully improvised 
holiday adventure! The actors of 
Storytown Improv use your sugges-
tions and ideas to create and act out 
the stories. Kids design the setting 
and help shape the story, and the 
actors and musicians bring it to life! 
Doors to the Founders Room will 
open at 1:45pm.

Winter Library 
Club 2020

“Polar Palooza”
Jan. 11 – Feb. 29

The Storytown Improv actors bring 
your story to life Dec. 15.

Youth Programs are continued on page 24



Registration Information: Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or 
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 

Advance registration is required for programs designated  
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Feature Programs
New Lyceum Lecture Series  
The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the Season Sponsor

White Like Her
Wed., Nov. 6, 7pm
Author Gail Lukasik will discuss her book, White Like 
Her: My Family’s Story of Race and Racial Passing. She’ll 
share her personal and genealogical journey to un-
cover the truth of her mother’s racial heritage. White 
Like Her has been optioned for a TV dramatic series.

Printmaking Made Easy  
Mon., Nov. 25, 7pm
Using simple foam plates, cre-
ate designs that can be printed 
repeatedly to create cards or wall 
art. Presented by Sabrina Martin 
of Water Street Studios.

Monthly Programs
Book Discussion
Tues., Nov. 12, 7:30pm
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer  
by Mark Twain 
This homespun children’s classic 
blends adventure and humor to 
tell the story of a mischievous boy 
growing up along the Mississippi 
River.

Tues., Dec. 10, 7pm
Non-Discussion Book Discussion  
Share with the group the favorite 
two books—new or old—that you’ve 
read this year. 

January book selection: Born a 
Crime by Trevor Noah

Books Between Bites
Thurs., Nov. 21, 12pm 
Exploring The Household Journal, 
presented by Mayor Jeffery Schielke

Thurs., Dec. 19, 12pm
ColorMyCode, presented by its au-
thor, Jo Ann Smith 

Individual Coaching Sessions
Batavia Public Library card re-
quired. Call the Reference Desk, 
630-879-1393, ext. 200, to sched-
ule a session.

Technology Coaching 
Schedule an appointment with 
a technology assistant for a 
one-hour, one-on-one coaching 
session based on your individual 
needs. Available Monday–Thurs-
day, 4–8pm.

Author Gail Lukasik shares her 
personal journey Nov. 6

Photo courtesy Gail lukasik, Facebook

Genealogy Research
Whether you’re just starting or 
would like help overcoming 
obstacles, a librarian will guide 
you in your genealogy research 
during a one-hour, one-on-one 
session. Available Monday–
Friday, 9am–5pm.
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Teen Programs   Advance registration is required for programs designated  
NaNoWriMo Write-in
Sat., Nov. 2, 9:30am–4pm
During National Novel Writing Month, challenge 
yourself to write 50,000 words or 1,700 words a day. 
We’ll have coffee and snacks to help you focus on your 
word count. Sign up for the free month-long quest 
at NaNoWriMo.org. See other write-ins in the area at 
naperwrimo.org.
International Games Week Gaming Day
Sun., Nov. 3, 12:30–4pm 
Celebrate International Games Day at the Library with 
video games, as well as board or card games if you prefer 
to go old-school. Play a game from the Library’s collection 
or try a new game from the Gaming Goat in Geneva!

College Essay Help  
Tues., Nov. 5, 7pm
Need help writing your college application essay? Illinois 
Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) can help you 
organize it. 
Inclusion Game Night
Wed., Nov. 13, 6:30–8:30pm
Wed., Dec. 11, 6:30–8:30pm
Teens and young adults of all abilities—and their families 
and friends—are invited to meet new people and try out 
a board game or card game in a relaxed setting. High 
school volunteers are welcome. 

Sundays on Stage The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2019 Season Sponsor
Pirates of the Caribbean  
Sun., Nov. 24, 2pm
Listen to popular musical act Jan & Gino as they per-
form hot Golden Oldies, sing to a Caribbean beat, and 
venture South of the Border! 
Under the Mistletoe  
Sun., Dec. 8, 2pm
”Make the season bright” with Matt and Cynthia Gruel 
in this holiday cabaret! ‘Feel the jingling beat’ with Holly 
Jolly Christmas. Reminisce with Baby, It’s Cold Outside. 
Rock out to Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town. And celebrate 
the sacred with What Child is This. This joyful, nostalgic 
one-hour cabaret features the festive stories behind the 
music and is sure to get you in the holiday spirit!



Computer Classes 
Introduction to Microsoft Word 2016, Part 1*  
Mon., Nov. 25, 9am
Learn how to create, open, name, and save documents; move text; change type font, size, and color; and make 
text bold, italic, or underlined.
**Microsoft Word proficiency required:
Introduction to  
Microsoft Word 2016, Part 2**  
Mon., Dec. 2, 9am
Learn how to use bulleted or numbered text and al-
phabetize text in lists; insert and format photographs, 
online art, and other images; insert and format text 
boxes; and insert lines, arrows, diagrams, and other 
shapes.
Introduction to  
Microsoft Word 2016, Part 3**  
Mon., Dec. 9, 9am 
Learn how to insert headers and footers; insert deco-
rative text using WordArt; insert accented letters and 
symbols; insert tables and charts; add page borders; 
use spelling and grammar check; use the thesaurus; 
and insert footnotes or endnotes.

Introduction to  
Microsoft Excel 2016, Part 1**  
Wed., Jan. 8, 9am
Summation; formulas; data entry; autofill; print
Introduction to  
Microsoft Excel 2016, Part 2**  
Wed., Jan. 15, 9am
Add and delete rows and columns; find and replace; 
sort; navigate workbooks; introduction to charts; 
security
Introduction to  
Microsoft PowerPoint 2016**  
Thurs., Jan. 9, 9am

Batavia Public Library

Registration Information: One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Basic computer skills, including mouse & keyboard proficiency, 
are required. Registration is required; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200 or register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.

Advance registration is required for programs designated   

Computer classes for adults
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And Don’t Miss… No registration is required for the following activities.
Observation Station
November–Mammals
December–Sound 
Chess Knight   
Tues., Nov. 26, 7–8pm
Mon., Dec. 23, 7–8pm
Ages 8 and older
Students, teens, and adults. Participants should have a 
basic knowledge of how to play.  
Movie at the Library
Mon., Dec. 23, 11am 
Please call the Library for movie title, length, and rating. 
Bingo
Fri., Dec. 27, 11am 
Ages 3–14 
Children age 5 and younger must be accompanied by 
an adult or older sibling.
Duplo® & Lego® Fun 
Fri., Jan. 3, 10am
Ages 4–11
Drop-in and build something with our Duplo and 
Lego bricks. Batavia Public Library card required for 

admission. Space is limited. Please note children age 
4–6 must be accompanied by an adult. 

Youth Programs continued from page 21
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News from the Friends
Holiday shopping made easy

Monthly Book Sales
Sat., Nov. 9, 9:15am–4pm
Sat., Dec. 14, 9:15am–4pm

Vintage Sale
Sat., Dec. 14, 9:15am–1pm
The Friends of the Batavia Public Library are hosting two special sales on 

Sat., Dec. 14, offering smart shoppers the opportunity to buy great gifts at 
great prices. The Vintage Book Sale will be held from 9:15am to 1pm in the 
Library Conference Room. This sale will feature a selection of classics, sets, 
novels, and non-fiction. After shopping the Vintage Book Sale, shoppers can 
visit the regular monthly used book sale in the FriendSpace on the lower 
level of the Library. This sale runs from 9:15am to 4pm.

Book Corner
Throughout December

The Friends’ Holiday Sale runs throughout December in the Friends’ Book 
Corner across from the Check Out Desk. Gift-quality and holiday-themed 
books will be featured along with fiction, nonfiction, and children’s books—
there will be something for everyone on your list. Every book purchased 
helps the Friends support the Library.

Follow the Library on

Happy Holidays to our friends 
                & patrons!

The Library will be closed:
Wed., Nov. 27, 
  closing at 5pm
Thurs., Nov. 28
Tues., Dec. 24

Wed., Dec. 25
Tues., Dec. 31, 
  closing at 12pm
Wed., Jan. 1

T




