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Anything Is Possible by Elizabeth Strout  
Short-story-like chapters focus on the residents of a small Illinois town, each loosely connected to author Lucy 
Barton, once the town outcast, who is visiting after 17 years away.  Introspective and reflective, this series of 
lyrical character studies reveals the heart of human motivation. 
 
Beartown by Fredrik Backman 

A small town places all its hopes on the success of the ice hockey team, but when one of the young stars is 
accused of rape, emotions soar, and the town begins to split apart. A dark, absorbing exploration of community 
and sport.  

 

The Bear and the Nightingale by Katherine Arden  
A courageous young heroine comes of age in a fantasy that’s richly flavored with Russian fairy tales. When 
villagers forsake the old gods, only young Vasya’s connection with the natural world can save them.  This lushly 
written fantasy is brimming with magic and monsters. 
 

Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 

Past and present intersect in this affecting account of the harsh toll of family secrets when a chance encounter 

causes Avery to investigate her family’s involvement in a cruel adoption scheme. Based on a notorious true-life 

scandal. Vivid characters in heart-wrenching situations. 

 

The Dry by Jane Harper 

Set in a small arid Australian bush town, this engrossing page turner features federal agent Aaron Falk, who 

returns to his hometown for a funeral, but discovers that secrets from the past may be the key to recent deaths.   

Atmospheric and tightly plotted. 

 

Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman 
Eleanor is the office curmudgeon, leading a lonely and regimented life until a big-hearted coworker breaks 

through her quirky barriers to offer friendship. As she emerges from her shell, she is forced to confront 

memories of childhood trauma. Engaging and whimsical. 

 

Exit West by Mohsin Hamid 
Displaced by civil war, a young Muslim couple seeks refuge from a bleak and violent world. Their arduous 

journey, touched by magical realism, puts a human face on mass migration.  This poignant love story is 

bittersweet and thought-provoking.  

 

Ginny Moon by Benjamin Ludwig 

A heartbreaking family-centered story of a misunderstood autistic teen settling into her third “forever home” 
who is willing to risk it all to retrieve her “baby doll” from her birth mother’s home. Ginny is engaging, unique, 
and absorbing. 
 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

This sobering, gut-wrenching YA novel tackles difficult issues with unflinching honesty and realism. Starr Carter 

tenuously balances her two worlds—home and school—until she witnesses the shooting death of a friend and it 

becomes national news. Tender and authentic.  

 

 



Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders 
Suffering tremendous grief, Abraham Lincoln spends the night at his young son’s graveside, reflecting on 
country, war, destiny, death, and humanity. Spectral figures hovering in a netherworld known as the Bardo are 
drawn to his despair and provide commentary. Melancholy, wildly imaginative, and haunting. 
 

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

In this suspenseful family drama, Ng examines adoption, privilege, motherhood, and identity when Bohemian 

photo-artist Mia and her daughter Pearl move to the suburbs and befriend the Richardson family, forcing 

difficult choices and peeling back the veneer of the community. Lies and secrets abound. 

 

Magpie Murders by Anthony Horowitz  
This Golden Age whodunit tucked inside a contemporary mystery is intricately plotted and engaging. While 
editing a star author’s latest mystery, Susan Ryeland discovers that the final chapters are missing—are the 
puzzles within the manuscript related to the author’s death? 
 

Manhattan Beach by Jennifer Egan 
Highly detailed and sharply observed historical fiction featuring a courageous young woman determined to 

become a shipyard diver, repairing battleships during WWII. Then she becomes involved with a gangster, who 

may hold the secret to her father’s disappearance years ago. Immersive and surprising. 

 

The Power by Naomi Alderman 

This inventive tale posits a thought-provoking situation—what if women suddenly found they could unleash an 

electrical shock at will? Would they abuse this power, or use it with wisdom? How would society react? Fast-

paced and entertaining. 

 

Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward 
Steeped in a steamy landscape, haunted by memories, and threatened by hatred, a Mississippi family struggles 

with grief, addiction, and cancer in a gritty yet lyrical family portrait. Occasional tender moments, vivid imagery, 

and sympathetic characters blend in an impactful and moving read. 

 

The Women in the Castle by Jessica Shattuck 

Blurb: An emotionally powerful tale of three widows of the resistance creating a makeshift family in the ruins of 
post-war Germany. Multiple viewpoints and frequent plot twists make for a shocking and redemptive 
examination of the human side of war. 
 


