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RESOLUTION 2019–001 

 

A Resolution Recognizing and Honoring  

Daniel R. Russo as a Library Leader 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Daniel R. Russo believes that the Library is a key element of Batavia’s quality of life, 

which, along with an excellent school system, makes this community attractive to long-time and 

prospective new residents alike; and  

 WHEREAS, Daniel is a long-time friend and passionate supporter of the Batavia Public Library 

(“Library”) and the Friends of the Batavia Public Library; and 

 WHEREAS, Daniel served the community for many years as an exemplary educator and Learning 

Resource Center (“LRC”) Director at Batavia High School, where he was instrumental in creating an 

atmosphere for students that implemented state-of-the-art technology, literature, and resources that 

supported learning; and 

 WHEREAS, in that capacity, he was an active participant on the Library’s One Book, One Batavia 

planning committee from 2003 (its first year) through 2017, when he retired as LRC Director; and 

 WHEREAS, Daniel was an enthusiastic supporter of One Book, One Batavia, one remarkable 

highlight of which (in March 2006) was a series of presentations by Lois Lowry, author of The Giver; 

and  

 WHEREAS, Daniel is a long-time member of the Friends of the Batavia Public Library 

(“Friends”), a major sponsor of One Book, One Batavia; and 

 WHEREAS, he served the Friends as a member and officer of its Executive Committee—which 

became its Board of Directors—in which capacity he helped to create new bylaws, incorporate the group 

as an Illinois Not-for-Profit Organization, and gain 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status as a charitable 

organization in support of the Library; and  



 

RESOLUTION 2019–001 • 16 APRIL 2019 • PAGE 2 OF 4 

 WHEREAS, Daniel served seven years (2006–2013) as President of the Friends Board, during 

which time he was instrumental in both formalizing and building upon the longstanding and mutually 

beneficial relationship between the Library and the Friends; and  

 WHEREAS, the following initiatives, above and beyond annual grants to the Library, were 

brought to fruition during his tenure as President:— 

• An agreement (in February 2007) to ensure that the Alphabet Garden continued to thrive 

and remain attractive;  

• A five-year agreement (in September 2009) to sponsor and provide financial support for a 

“Young Friends” public program or event for children in the fall of each year, 2009–

2013; and 

• An agreement (in May 2012) to develop and operate the book sale areas known as the 

FriendSpace (on the Lower Level) and Book Sale Corner (near the Check Out Desk), 

mainly to provide private financial support for the Library; clarify issues related to 

donations of books and other materials; and establish guidelines for contributions to the 

Library; and 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Library Trustees authorized (in July 2017) the formation of a citizen 

committee to research opportunities for the Library to improve its services and develop a set of 

recommended goal statements pertaining to those opportunities for the Board’s consideration; and  

 WHEREAS, Daniel served as co-chair of this broad-based coalition of community members, 

Trustees, and staff members, which was known as the Speak Up! Facilitating Team; and  

 WHEREAS, the series of four Speak Up! Community Engagement sessions that resulted from the 

work of this Facilitating Team engaged stakeholders in meaningful dialogue and discussion; solicited 

stakeholder hopes, ideas, and suggestions; and resulted in a set of recommendations to aid in developing 

a long-range plan for the Library; and 

 WHEREAS, the Speak Up! Recommendations were incorporated into and made part of the 

Library’s Strategic Plan; and  

 WHEREAS, in July 2018, as a direct result of the work and recommendations of the Speak Up! 

Community Engagement Initiative, the Board of Library Trustees voted unanimously to place a Zero 

Tax Rate Change proposal on the November ballot; and 

 WHEREAS, Daniel, as chair of Citizens for Batavia Public Library, took on the challenge of 

ensuring the community’s financial support of the Library, culminating in a successful Zero Tax Rate 

Change referendum to increase the Library’s tax rate for operations by seven cents (7¢), which was 
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offset when the tax rate for paying off construction bonds—slightly more than seven cents (7¢) —was 

eliminated; and 

 WHEREAS, the Library’s debt was retired in December 2018 and the overall tax rate for residents 

remained the same (44¢); and  

 WHEREAS, the revenue will be used to implement the Speak Up! Recommendations by 

responding to changing technology and sustaining current programs, staffing, collections, and hours of 

operation; and  

 WHEREAS, most importantly, the funds will be used to maintain the community’s investment in 

the Library’s nearly 20-year-old building and site by systematically addressing long-term maintenance 

needs, which are identified in the Library’s Capital Asset Plan, and creating a consistent, long-term 

revenue stream to fully fund the Library’s Special Reserve Fund, which by law is restricted to capital 

projects; and 

 WHEREAS, Daniel has demonstrated community-based visionary thinking and an ongoing 

commitment to the mission of the Batavia Public Library; and 

 WHEREAS, Daniel has made a positive contribution to the Library through a substantial 

contribution of time, commitment to work, and volunteer involvement; and 

 WHEREAS, Daniel, through a clear vision of the future, true leadership, and a stalwart 

commitment to success, has helped change the Library for the better. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Library Trustees of the Batavia Public 

Library District, Batavia, Illinois, in the Counties of Kane and DuPage, Illinois, as follows:— 

Section 1. Daniel R. Russo is hereby named a Library Leader. 

Section 2. In recognition whereof, the name of Daniel R. Russo shall be inscribed in the Book of 

Library Leaders, which is displayed at the entrance to the Library Leaders Reading Room. 

 

 

Signatures on Following Page 
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RESOLUTION 2019–001 

 PASSED by the Board of Library Trustees of the Batavia Public Library District, Batavia, Illinois, 

Counties of Kane and DuPage, Illinois, this 16th day of April, 2019. 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

  

Andrew R. Deitchman 

President, Board of Trustees 

 

ATTESTED BY: 

 

 

 

  

Jo Ann Smith 

Secretary, Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

Ayes:  Culotta, Deitchman, Garrett, Henders, Smith  

 

Nays:  None  

 

Absences:  Blodgett, MacKenzie  

 

Abstentions:  None  

 


