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The Library will be closed:
Sun., May 24
Mon., May 25
Sat., July 4

Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)
Sunday 1–4pm (June–Aug.)

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:   
 630-879-1393, ext. 290

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Jo Ann Smith, President
Katherine A. Garrett, Vice President
Daniel R. Russo, Secretary
Jennifer M. Culotta, Treasurer
Elizabeth P. Larson
Michael E. MacKenzie
Diane L. Blodgett

Summer Reading Club 2020—
Dig Deeper: Read, investigate, discover
June 1–August 3

NEW this summer! We will offer an online version of 
our Summer Reading Club, as well as a paper version. 
Watch our website at BataviaPublicLibrary.org for more 
details!

Are you ready to explore? This summer, dig below 
the surface and discover everything from the science 
of everyday things to different cultures, delve into the 
unknown, and explore a treasury of knowledge through 
reading. 

Start recording your reading beginning June 1. 
Complete your log by Aug. 3, 9pm. Books may be read 
or listened to (in any format). 

You can register anytime throughout the program, 
June 1–Aug. 3. You can even count any reading you’ve 
done since the program began!

Adults & Teens (grades 9–12)
Summer Reading is for adults and teens, too! Feel 

like a kid again with the Adult & TeenSummer Reading 
Club! Whether you read or listen to fiction, nonfiction, 
or a little of both, sign up and join in! Earn incentives 
while reading with the Summer Reading Club. Try 
eBooks and downloadable audiobooks through our 
website: BataviaPublicLibrary.org/ebooks-emedia.

Children (Age 2 – Grade 5) and  
Middle School Students (Grade 6–8) 

Whether you are reading on your own, being read to, 
or listening to audiobooks, it all counts towards your 
daily reading goal. Choose your personal daily goal 
based on your reading habits.

Birth through Two Years
Parents and babies will have fun together this summer 

while sharing books, rhymes, and lap games. Log an 
early literacy activity each day to earn rewards. 

This newsletter reflects plans as of April 15. Before you come to the Library, please check the Library 
website, BataviaPublicLibrary.org, for updates on closures, cancellations, registration changes, as well as 

changes to our Summer Reading Club Plans. 

Summer Reading Club kickoff
Sat., June 6, 11am
Join us in the Reading Garden for an hour of roving 
juggling with expert juggler Andy Head. Delight 
in Andy’s amazing juggling while you enjoy ice 
cream, face painting by Terri Mate, and a self-guided, 
interactive Story Stroll featuring Andrea Beaty’s, Ada 
Twist, Scientist.
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Under the Cupola
We have not passed this way before

At the time this column was written (mid-March 
2020), Mayor Jeffery D. Schielke told the author, 
“Nothing compares to this,” in reference to the 
outbreak of (and reaction to) coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19). True, we have not passed this way 
before, yet, throughout its 187-year history, Batavia is 
no stranger to adversity.

Over the past 100+ years, Batavia has suffered 
through at least three other notable epidemics, 
including diphtheria, influenza, and polio. However, 
we have something today that was lacking in Batavia’s 
distant past—the Internet and social media, which 
means we have less isolation.

And we have 24/7 access to the Batavia Public 
Library on the Internet and social media. The Library—
Batavia’s smart front door—is never closed. All you 
need is a library card.

If you want to download a movie, graphic novel, 
eAudiobook, music, and more, then the Library’s 
eBooks and eMedia are for you. For eBooks and 
more, visit bataviapubliclibrary.org/ebooks-emedia/.

If you want to learn more about the various 
types of human coronavirus—then Gale Health 
and Wellness is for you. For this and other 
online resources cited in this column, visit 
bataviapubliclibrary.org/research-a-topic/ and (for children) 
bataviapubliclibrary.org/kids-events/#konlinres.

If you want to explore your family’s history, then the 
Library’s genealogy resources are for you.

If you want to work on your classic 1957 Chevrolet 
Bel Air—the first automobile driven by Agent 007 in a 
James Bond movie (Dr. No), the reason you own one—
then Chilton Library is for you.

If you want to learn conversation skills in Hawaiian 
or over 70 other languages, including English, then 
Mango Languages (for adults and teens) or Little 
Pim (for children) are for you.

If you want on-demand tutoring, homework help, 
test preparation, and writing assistance (in over 60 
subjects for students from kindergarten through 

college), then the K–12 Student Center and College 
Center from Tutor are for you.

If you want ratings, reviews, recommendations, and 
buying advice for thousands of products and services, 
then Consumer Reports is for you.

If you want to learn a new skill, explore personal 
development, or take a class, then Gale Courses or 
Lynda are for you.

Use your Batavia Public Library card number and 
PIN (see below) to download free eMedia (eBooks, 
eAudiobooks, music, movies, and TV shows), begin 
your genealogy research, get help with your student’s 
homework, learn a new language or software program, 
or study for the ACT / SAT—and so much more!

“What is my PIN code?” you ask. Your PIN is the 
last four digits of the primary phone number on your 
account or a PIN that you selected previously. If you 
need to have your PIN reset, then please email your 
request, along with your library card number, to 
AskUs@bataviapubliclibrary.org.

We are coping with COVID-19 and its fallout. And 
Batavia’s historic natural disasters—the Great Blizzards 
of 1967 and 1979 and the Great Rain (14 inches in 
24 hours) and Flood of 1996, which closed nearly 30 
streets and submerged houses—pale in comparison 
to COVID-19. Nonetheless, Batavia survives and 
Batavians are stronger for it. Viva Batavia!

If perchance the COVID-19 epidemic has not run its 
course by May 1, when this article appears, then please 
continue to monitor the Library’s social media accounts 
and frequently updated Frequently Asked Questions 
page (bataviapubliclibrary.org/library-information/) for 
information on the Library’s operations and public 
services—and even how to get a temporary eCard, that 
is, an electronic library card.

Thank you, Batavia, for your support!

George H. Scheetz
Director

Batavia’s 100 Life-Changing Books
What’s the book that changed your life?
Become a part of Batavia’s 100 Books That Can 

Change Your Life by nominating the book that made 
the greatest impact on you.

Batavia Public Library is compiling a collection of 
life-changing books nominated by people who live and 
work in Batavia—and we’d like your input. This project 
is funded by anonymous donors. 

Please submit your information via the online form 
by Aug. 31 at BataviaPublicLibrary.org/100-books. Thank 
you!



Registration Information: Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500, for more information and to register. 
Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Unless otherwise noted, June program 
registration begins May 28, July program registration begins July 1. Patrons of all abilities are welcome at our programs. Please contact 
the Library regarding accommodations. 

Advance registration is required for programs designated    

Batavia Public Library

Programs and activities for youth

30

This newsletter reflects plans as of March 30. Before you come to the Library, please check the Library website, 
Batavia PublicLibrary.org, for updates on closures, cancellations, and registration changes. 

For Babies, Tots, and 
Preschoolers 
Baby & Tot Storytime 
Fri., June 5, 10am 
Fri., July 3, 10am 
Babies and tots through 35 months 
with a caregiver 
Drop in for songs, rhymes and sto-
ries. We ask that care arrangements 
be made outside of class for older 
siblings. No registration is necessary. 
Batavia Public Library card required.

Signing Fun 
Fri., June 26, 10am
Ages 0–18 months with a caregiver
Fri., June 26, 11am
Ages 18–36 months with a caregiver
Licensed sign language interpreter, 
Sheryl Ebersold, will show how to 
incorporate sign language into daily 
activities with signs, songs, and 
more. Space is limited. 

For Students
Chess Basics 
Wed., June 3–24, 10am 
Ages 6–14
Have you always wanted to learn 
how to play chess? Learn what the 
pieces are called, how they move 
and some basic strategy for playing 
the game. Once you have com-
pleted this 4-week session you are 
welcome to join our evening Chess 
Knight program and play with other 
chess fans. 

Yarn & Tale 
Mon., June 8–July 6, 6:30pm
Ages 8–14
Student and parent teams can join 
us for knitting or crocheting, with 
beginner instruction available, and a 
tale. All levels welcome. Please bring 
#10 knitting needles or G/H cro-
chet hook. We’ll provide the yarn.

Rock Your World 
Wed., June 10, 1pm
Grades 3–5
Join a rocking good time as we 
investigate, paint and eat rocks!

American Red Cross  
Babysitter’s Training Course
Thurs., June 11, 9:30am–5pm
Thurs., June 25, 9:30am–5pm
Wed., July 8, 9:30am–5pm
Ages 11–15 
A 7.5-hour training course in which 
students learn basic babysitting skills 
and how to deal with emergencies. 
Participants must attend the entire 
session. Due to the popularity of 
this program, a lottery drawing 
will be held. Register for all lottery 
drawings beginning May 28. Lottery 
drawings will be held as follows: 
June 4 for June 11 class; June 16 for 
June 25 class; drawing held June 26 
for July 8 class. Priority is given to 
Batavia Library cardholders. Classes 
sponsored by the Batavia Library 
Foundation.

Paws for Tales 
Sat., June 13 & 27,  
10am–11:30am
Grades 1–4
Children are invited to practice their 
reading skills by reading aloud to a 
specially trained therapy dog. The 
goal of Paws for Tales is to create a 
positive, non-threatening, and fun 
environment in which reading aloud 
is enjoyed. Register for a 15-minute 
time slot. Due to the limited space 
and popularity of this program, we 
are requesting that participants reg-
ister for only one of the two dates 
offered in June. Presented by the 
Naperville Area Humane Society.

Book Gems 
Wed., June 17, 1pm 
Marco Polo! by Jon Scieszka
Grades 2–3
Book discussion club for young 
readers. Read Marco Polo! by Jon 
Scieszka and join us for discussion 
and activities. Reserve a copy of the 
book when registering.

Cartooning: Legend of the 
Lost Toon 
Thurs., June 18, 10am
Ages 6–12
Kids will learn to flex their cartoon 
creativity and how to draw mysteri-
ous mummies, dangerous dinosaurs 
and terrific treasures. Then watch as 
their creations are “dug up” live on 
the big screen!

June 1–Aug. 3

Junior Volunteers: Limited summer volunteer 
opportunities available. Application due May 28 

for entry into a lottery drawing. 
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Egg Drop 
Fri., June 19, 11–12:30pm 
Grades 3–8
Everyone knows what happens if 
you drop an egg on the sidewalk. 
At the Egg Drop you can compete 
to see whose egg can survive the 
highest fall. Learn about parachutes 
and then construct your own egg 
transport. Then, the City of Batavia 
will test your creation in their 
bucket truck. We'll meet in the large 
meeting room, and materials will 
be provided. Supportive audience 
members are invited to watch the 
eggs drop in the reading garden at 
noon. 

Oreo Taste Test Challenge 
Mon., June 29, 2pm
Grades 6–8
Put your palate to the test with the 
Oreo Taste Test Challenge. Sample 
a variety of Oreos in a blind taste 
test and see if you can identify each 
flavor. Come hungry and enjoy this 
delicious challenge. 

For Families
Dig Deeper: Read, 

Investigate, Discover!
June 1–Aug. 3 
Children from birth through middle 
school are invited to participate 
in Summer Reading Club 2020. 
Investigate your world this summer 
by reading. 

Chess Knight 
Tues., June 2–August 4, 7pm
Age 6 through adult
Participants should have a basic 
knowledge of the game of chess. No 
registration required. 

SRC Kick-off with  
Juggler Andy Head 
Sat., June 6, 11am
Join us in the Reading Garden for an 
hour of roving juggling with expert 
juggler Andy Head. Delight in 
Andy’s amazing juggling while you 
enjoy ice cream, face painting by 
Terri Mate, and a self-guided, inter-
active Story Stroll featuring Andrea 
Beaty’s, Ada Twist, Scientist.

Bingo: Design Your  
Own Card 
Mon., June 8, 10am
Ages 3–14

Design your own Bin-
go card with Stampin’ 
Up consultant, 
Heather Wnek. Sup-
plies will be available 
beginning at 10am At 
10:30am we’ll play 
picture Bingo with 
your newly created 
cards and spend time 
playing regular Bingo. 

Lunch with the 
Author: Tom 
Lichtenheld
Mon., June 22, 11:30am
Pack a lunch and join author/il-
lustrator Tom Lichtenheld for his 
presentation “From the Funny Bone 
to the Sweet Spot.” Tom will feature 
five of his books and explain where 
his ideas came from. You’ll also hear 
his expert advice on tips for writing 
and drawing. Finally, it’s your turn 
to ask Tom what you’d like to know 
about life as a children’s book author 
and illustrator. Bring your own copy 
of one of Tom’s books for him to 

sign. Free tickets to this event will 
be handed out beginning at 9:30am 
the morning of the program. Please 
show your Batavia Public Library 
card. Extra tickets will be handed 
out to non-BPL cardholders at 
11:15am until gone. 

USA in a DAY
Wed., July 1, 10:30am
Take a tour of the USA! Dig deeper 
into our four major regions as we 
discover popular foods, idioms, and 
games from around the country. Join 
this great multigenerational activity 
for the whole family. 

Movie at the Library
Thurs., July 2, 11am 
Please call the Library for movie 
title, length, and rating. No registra-
tion required. Moviegoers will make 
their own serving of flavored pop-
corn before enjoying the movie.

Juggler Andy Head, 
June 6



Registration Information:  Registration Information: Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 
630-879-1393, ext. 200, or register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.

Advance registration is required for programs designated  

Batavia Public Library

Programs for adults and teens

32

Monthly Programs

Feature Programs

Book Discussion
Please see the Library website, BataviaPublicLibrary.org for book discussion 

information.

Technology Coaching —Schedule an appointment with a 
technology assistant for a one-hour, one-on-one coaching session based 
on your individual needs. Available Monday–Thursday, 4–8pm.
Individual Coaching Sessions —Batavia Public Library card 
required. Call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, to schedule a 
session.

This newsletter reflects plans as of March 30. Before you come to the Library, please check the Library website, 
Batavia PublicLibrary.org, for updates on closures, cancellations, and registration changes. 

I-CASH Unclaimed Property Lookup
Mon., June 15, 9am-3pm

The State Treasurer is holding 2.9 billion dollars in 
unclaimed funds for Illinoisans. Could some of it be 
yours? The State holds these lost funds until they are 
claimed by either the original owner or their heirs. Drop 
in anytime between 9am and 3pm to have a search 
performed to see if you have any unclaimed property 
and get help with the paperwork to start the claim 
process. No registration required. 

Eco-Friendly Clear the Clutter  
Wed., June 24, 7pm

Getting Organized and Going Green go hand-in-
hand! Improve your life by getting the most from your 
stuff. Recognize and eliminate clutter and explore green 

solutions for clearing it from your home. Save time, 
money and the planet while regaining control of your 
home.

Questions & Ancestors Genealogy Series
The Other Census: US State Censuses  
Thurs., June 25, 7pm

Frequently genealogists will focus strictly on the US Census 
records and forget that many of the US states and territories 
conducted their own census at some point. Learn which states 
and territories have these amazing records, how to access them, 
and how to incorporate them into your genealogy research.  
Presenter Thomas MacEntee will show you how to determine if 
a specific state or territory conducted a census and when, access 
these records both online and in-person at various repositories, 
and take state and territorial census data and incorporate it into 
your current genealogy research.

Thomas MacEntee shows how to access census 
records for states and territories June 25.Genealogy Research

Whether you’re just starting or 
would like help overcoming 
obstacles, a librarian will guide 
you in your genealogy research 
during a one-hour, one-on-one 
session. Available Monday–
Friday, 9am–5pm.
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Sundays on Stage
The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2020 Season Sponsor.

Teen Programs Advance registration is required for programs designated  

Hot ‘n’ Cole  
Sun., June 28, 2pm

Featuring music from one of 
America's most beloved jazz/theatre 
composers! Cole Porter’s witty, 
engrossing, and unique style has 
captivated listeners for decades. 
Artists Matt and Cynthia also 
enlighten listeners with biographical 
and musical background information 
that will bring a greater appreciation 
for Porter’s genius. 

Learn to Play Dungeons and Dragons  
Sun., June 7, 12:30–4:30pm

Want to learn to play D&D? Characters will be 
provided for you if you haven’t created your own 
already or come at 12:30pm and create a character on 
the spot. Dungeon masters from The Gaming Goat in 
Geneva will lead you through a basic campaign starting 
at 1:30pm that will teach you the basics of gameplay.

Inclusion Game Night
June 10, 6:30-8:30pm

Teens and young adults of all abilities—and their 
families and friends—are invited to meet new people 
and try out a board game or card game in a relaxed 
setting. High school volunteers are welcome. 

Teen Cupcake Challenge  
Fri., June 12, 1pm

The BurgerBaker from St. Charles will show off some 
of her amazing cupcakes. Can you decorate some Retro 
80s cupcakes to match her designs? Find out!

Teen Virtual Escape Room 
Ongoing 
tinyurl.com/tjzxfdw

Even though you can’t enter the library right now, 
you can still play our Escape Room games! Using a cell 
phone or computer to look up websites to help figure 
out the answers is absolutely allowed. 

Isolation Stories
Ongoing
tinyurl.com/thepctx

Share your stories of staying home on our new blog, 
Isolation Stories. Did it feel weird to stay in your house 
so much? What did you do? Did you try anything new? 
Did it give you a new appreciation for the way your 
life used to be? Were you scared about the pandemic? 
Stories will be collected for the local historical record of 
this unprecedented international pandemic event.

Matt and Cynthia bring Cole Porter 
and his music to life June 25.
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Registration Information:  One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Basic computer skills, including mouse & keyboard proficiency, 
are required. Registration is required; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200.

Advance registration is required for programs designated   

**Microsoft Word proficiency required:

Computer classes for adults
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Internet Classes *Internet proficiency required:

Google Drive  
Tues., May 26, 9am
Learn to save photos, MS Office documents, and more 
to the cloud using Google Drive. Students will need 
to create a Gmail account before class. If you need 
help setting up a Gmail account, please stop by the 
Reference Desk sometime before class for assistance.

Genealogy: HeritageQuest & America’s 
Obituaries  
Thurs., May 28, 9am

Genealogy: Ancestry Library Edition  
Thurs., Jun. 11, 9am

Genealogy: FamilySearch.org  
Thurs., Jun. 18, 9am

Genealogy: Free Websites 
Thurs., Jul. 2, 9am

Other Computer Classes 
Microsoft Word 2016, Part 1* 
Tues., Jun. 16, 9am
Learn how to create, open, name, and save documents; move text; change type font, size, and color; and make 
text bold, italic, or underlined.

Microsoft Word 2016, Part 2** 
Tues., Jun. 23, 9am
Learn how to use bulleted or numbered text and alpha-
betize text in lists; insert and format photographs, on-
line art, and other images; insert and format text boxes; 
and insert lines, arrows, diagrams, and other shapes.

Microsoft Word 2016, Part 3** 
Tues., Jun. 30, 9am
Learn how to insert headers and footers; insert decora-
tive text using WordArt; insert accented letters and 
symbols; insert tables and charts; add page borders; use 
spelling and grammar check; use the thesaurus; and 
insert footnotes or endnotes.

Introduction to Microsoft Excel 2016, 
Part 1** 
Weds., Jun. 24, 9am
Summation; formulas; data entry; autofill; print

Introduction to Microsoft Excel 2016, 
Part 2** 
Weds., Jul. 1, 9am
Add and delete rows and columns; find and replace; 
sort; navigate workbooks; introduction to charts; 
security

Introduction to Microsoft PowerPoint 
2016** 
Weds., Jul. 8, 9am

This newsletter reflects plans as of March 30. Before you come to the Library, please check the Library website, 
Batavia PublicLibrary.org, for updates on closures, cancellations, and registration changes. 

Virtual Programs for Adults Registration Information: Check BataviaPublicLibrary.org for complete details.
Advance registration is required for programs designated  

CUB Virtual Utility Bill Clinic
Ongoing 
Email a copy of your utility bills to CUB and they will 
send you an analysis including money-saving recom-
mendations. Go to tinyurl.com/v5crgcn to learn more 
and participate!

Paint with Aimee  
Sat., May 2 
Unleash your creativity by painting a spring picture in 
acrylics. Check BataviaPublicLibrary.org for details.

Sundays on Stage The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2020 Season Sponsor.
Tea with Florence Nightingale  
Sun., May 31, 2pm 
Have tea with Florence Nightingale on her 200th 
birthday. Florence Nightingale was an English social 

reformer and statistician, and the founder of modern 
nursing. Storyteller, playwright and actress Megan Wells 
will portray Nightingale. Register by emailing askus@
BataviaPublicLibrary.org.
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Library Foundation seeking board members
The Batavia Public Library Foundation is accepting 

applications for individuals interested in joining the 
Foundation Board of Directors.

The Foundation is dedicated to supporting the Batavia 
Public Library as a renowned institution that meets the 
lifelong learning needs of residents and organizations 
and offers a place to gather, exchange ideas and 
participate in cultural events. 

The Foundation’s goals
• Enhancing library collections through direct gifts and/

or endowments
• Providing for the development and implementation 

of innovative cultural and educational offerings and 
enhancements

• Providing for continual improvement of library 
facilities and technologies

• Enhancing and enriching opportunities for library staff 
and services

Interested applicants should submit a letter 
of interest to George H. Scheetz via email at 
Foundation@BataviaPublicLibrary.org or via postal mail at 
George H. Scheetz, Director, Batavia Public Library,  
10 South Batavia Ave., Batavia, IL, 60510.
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News from the Friends
This newsletter reflects plans as of March 30. Before you come to the Library, please check the Library website, 

Batavia PublicLibrary.org, for updates on closures, cancellations, and registration changes. 

Friends book sale
What better place to find quality 

used books at fantastic prices than 
the Friends Used Book Sale at the 
Library? And the July 11 sale is the 
perfect time to pick up some fiction 
or non-fiction reads for a lazy day 
in the hammock or an afternoon 
poolside.

Upcoming sale:
Sat., July 11, 9:15am–4pm

The Friends of the Batavia Public 
Library are dedicated to promoting, 
improving, and assisting the Batavia 
Public Library. We are a 501(c)(3) 
organization, your donations are 
fully tax-deductible.

Follow the Library on




