Batavia Public Library
What are online
databases?
With your Batavia Public Library
card, you have free access to online
databases and learning tools that let
you learn a new language, plan your
next adventure, or do genealogy
research. From your computer or
mobile device, you can also research
businesses, legal matters, and more.
Your kids or teens can use the
online databases for homework
help, crafts, and learning to read.
Our librarians have chosen a few
of their favorite databases that may
help you and your student navigate
the new normal of school and job.
Tutor.com provides one-onone help from professionals with
degrees for students struggling with
Math, English, Science, and specific
assignments for grades K–12. You
will also find resources for AP/
College Test Prep, job searching,
and more.
AtoZ the World lets you
find up-to-date information for
everything you need to know
about a country. Whether you are
traveling, completing projects, or
just curious about our world, AtoZ

the World has the information you
need.
ScienceFlix allows you to dive
deep into the world of science.
You will discover over 70 different
subjects with videos, articles,
experiments, science projects, in
three reading levels.
ConsumerReports.org
provides full and detailed Consumer
Reports reviews and ratings—free of
charge—through the Library’s online
subscription.

Mango Languages makes
learning a new language possible.
Mango offers more than 60
languages. Set up a free account to
track your progress.
ReferenceUSA can help you find
the address and perhaps the phone
number of an old friend. Look them
up using the U.S. Standard White
Pages.
You will find the online databases
on our website under Research
& Learning. Then click on either
Research a Topic or Homework
Resources.

September is Library Card Sign-up Month
Sign up for a library card for FREE access to books, video games, DVDs,
CDs, magazines, plus downloads of eBooks, audiobooks, movies, TV shows,
and music. Also available to cardholders are research databases, online
tutoring, classes, events, and museum passes.
Adults living within the boundaries of the Batavia Public Library District
may register for a free library card for themselves and their children under
the age of 18 at the Check Out Desk. To obtain a Batavia Public Library card,
bring proof of identity and residency within the Library district. For more
information, please call the Circulation Services department, 630-879-1393,
ext. 100.
The Library will be closed:
Telephone
Sun., Sept. 6
630-879-1393
Mon., Sept. 7
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Library Hours:
See our website for current hours
Library Director
BataviaPublicLibrary.org
George H. Scheetz
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Library Trustees
Jo Ann Smith, President
Katherine A. Garrett, Vice President
Daniel R. Russo, Secretary
Jennifer M. Culotta, Treasurer
Elizabeth P. Larson
Michael E. MacKenzie
Diane L. Blodgett
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Under the Cupola
Looking ahead, looking back

At the time this column was written (late July 2020),
the Library, with the approval of the Board of Library
Trustees, has just entered Step 2 of a “Plan to Reopen
the Library” on July 27.
By the time this article appears, Step 3 (Expanded
Public Access to Building/Expanded Physical Services)
will be in full swing as the Library welcomes the
community inside the building once again to browse
the collection and (among other offerings) enjoy a
new Grab & Go service.
Please continue to monitor the Library’s Web site
(BataviaPublicLibrary.org) for the most up-to-date
information on the Library’s operations and public
services.

Looking back at 2020

Batavia Historical Society—one of the Library’s
community partners—is collecting artifacts, ephemera,
and stories from the pandemic and racial justice
movement, and, reports Daniel W. Hoefler, its
president, it needs your help. This approach is called
“rapid-response collecting,” which aims to document
stories and “collect the moment” in real time.
“The world has only known about the new
coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, for a” short time, noted
Katherine J. Wu in Smithsonian (April 2020), but “this
fast-spreading pathogen has already left an indelible
mark on each of us—and organizations around the
country want to understand exactly how.”
Since March, “archivists at universities, museums,
libraries and other institutions have begun to put out
calls for oral histories from people weathering the
evolving COVID-19 pandemic. These contributions…
add depth and context to the accounts that will
inevitably end up in history books—and, for their
creators, may provide some solace from the chaos.”
In The New York Times (July 2020), Lesley M.
M. Blume reported, “As museum curators and
archivists stare down one of the most daunting
challenges of their careers—telling the story of the
pandemic; followed by severe economic collapse
and a nationwide social justice movement—they are
imploring individuals across the country to preserve
personal materials for posterity, and for possible
inclusion in museum archives. It’s an all-hands-on-deck
effort, they say.” Blume offered tips on how you can
help, to which your reporter has added a local flavor:
• We are all field collectors
• The ordinary is extraordinary: Curators
implore us to “see historical value in the everyday
objects of right now.” Consider materials such as

journal entries, selfies, and screenshots of sign-ofthe-times social media posts, as well as placards,
photographs, videos, and personalized masks—and
the personal stories behind them.
• Document the back-stories: “Curators say that
recording the personal stories behind the images
and objects [is] just as crucial as the objects
themselves—and the more personal, the better.”
• Keep documenting: “Curators recognize that
their story-of-2020 collecting will continue for
years; we are in the midst of ongoing events.”
Continue to document the subsequent chapters—
and be as posterity-minded as possible when it
comes to ephemera.
• How to participate: In Batavia, there are two
projects in which you may participate. (1) Share
your stories of staying home (or venturing forth
as an essential worker) and how the pandemic
has changed day-to-day life in ways big and small
on the Library’s new blog, “Isolation Stories”
(bataviapubliclibrary.typepad.com/isolation_stories).
Is there anything that you will miss when the
isolation ends? What are the moments you
will not forget? In partnership with the Batavia
Historical Society, stories will be collected and
preserved for the local historical record. (2)
Donate your ordinary-is-extraordinary artifacts
(and the personal stories behind them) to the
Batavia Depot Museum.
“This is a unique time in our collective history,” said
Amy Allen, an archivist at the University of Arkansas.
“We feel it is important to document events and stories
from our community.”
Stay safe, Batavia! I will see you at the Library (in a
face-covering).
George H. Scheetz
Director
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Batavia Public Library
Programs and activities for youth
Registration Information: Patrons of all abilities are welcome at our programs. Please contact the Library regarding
accommodations. Watch our website, BataviaPublicLibrary.org for latest information.
Advance registration is required for programs designated

For Babies, Tots, and Preschoolers
Fall Storytime Registration: Beginning Sept. 1, please call the
Youth Services Desk, 630/879-1393, ext. 500 to register for one
4-week storytime session. Location (Library Reading Garden,
Library meeting room, or online) and format (in-person or virtual)
for storytimes will be determined. Storytimes have participation
limits and are limited to caregiver/child teams. Priority is given to
Batavia Public Library cardholders. Face coverings are required for
all in-library programs for everyone over the age of 2.

Yoga Storytime

Sat., Sept. 5, 19, Oct. 3, 17
Ages 3–5
Join Miss Jen on Facebook for these Saturday
storytimes that combine books and movement.
Facebook.com/BataviaPublicLibrary

Grab & Go Sensory Kit

Sat., Sept. 12, 10–11:30am
Tues., Sept. 22, 6–7:30pm
Wed., Sept. 30, 2:30–4pm
Sat., Oct. 10, 1–2:30pm
Wed., Oct. 21, 2:30–4pm
Thurs., Oct. 29, 6–7:30pm
Ages 2–5
Stop by to pick up a prepackaged kit with directions and
materials for a sensory activity. The theme will change
each month. Choose from one of the listed days and
times each month for kit pick up.

Toddler Time

Mon., Sept. 14–Oct. 5, 10am
OR Mon., Oct. 12–Nov. 2, 10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver

Preschool Storytime

Wed., Sept. 16–Oct. 7, 10am
OR Wed., Oct. 14–Nov. 4, 10am
Ages 3–6 with a caregiver

Baby Storytime

Fri., Sept. 18–Oct. 9, 10am
OR Fri., Oct. 16–Nov. 6, 10am
Babies through 23 months with a caregiver

Preschool Storytime

Fri., Sept. 18–Oct. 9, 1pm
OR Fri., Oct. 16–Nov. 6, 1pm
Ages 3–6 with a caregiver
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Baby and Toddler Take-Home
Early Literacy Kits

Tues., Sept. 29, 2–3pm
Sensory Board
Ages 0–12 months
Color Sorting
Ages 13–23 months
Caregivers may pick up a starter kit in the Youth
Services department for making an Early Literacy Kit for
your infant or toddler. Each kit will include items to help
you get started as well as ideas for further activities and
learning. Supplies are limited. Please show your Batavia
Public Library card to collect a kit. One kit per child.

For Students
Program Registration: Please register online at
BataviaPublicLibrary.org; or call the Youth Services Desk, 630/8791393, ext. 500. Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders
for all programs requiring registration. Unless otherwise noted,
September program registration begins Sept. 1,
October program registration begins Oct. 1. Location (in
the Library or online) and format (in person or virtual) to be
determined. Face coverings are required for all in-library programs
for everyone over the age of 2.

STEAM Lab-in-a-Bag

Fri., Sept. 11, 10–11:30am
Wed., Sept. 16, 2:30–4pm
Thurs., Sept. 24, 6–7:30pm
Mon., Oct. 5, 10:30am–12pm
Thurs., Oct. 15, 2:30–4pm
Tues., Oct. 20, 6–7:30pm
Grades K–5
Create your own STEAM Lab at home with the
materials in this bag. Conduct a fizzy experiment.
Connect with nature. Each month’s theme will be
different. Pick up your materials during one of the times
listed above. One package per child per month.
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Smithsonian Virtual Tour:
Sant Ocean Hall

Explore the Smithsonian’s famous
Ocean Hall on Oct. 12

Book Gems

Tues., Sept. 15, 6pm
Digging for Dinos by Jessica Young
Tues., Oct. 13, 6pm
Night of the Living Worms by Dave Coverly
Grades 2–3
Book discussion club for young readers. Read the book
then join us for discussion and activities. Reserve a copy
of the book when registering.

Homeschool Hangout

Online
Tues., Sept. 22, 1pm
Tues., Oct. 27, 1pm
Families with children in grades K–8
Whether you are new to homeschooling or have always
homeschooled, join us to connect with other local
homeschool families, learn about a featured Library
resource, and play a fun game together online via
Zoom!

Bleach Tie-Dye

Online
Mon., Sept. 28, 4pm
Grade 6–8
Using supplies that you have at home, follow along
with an instructional video sent out ahead of time as
Ms. Amanda creates tie-dye designs with a black shirt,
rubber bands, and bleach. Then join everyone on a live
Zoom meeting to show off our creations.

Batavia History Detectives

October 1–31
Grades 3–5
Go on a scavenger hunt in Batavia to look for clues and
find out about Batavia’s history. Each clue tells you about
Batavia’s history and leads you to the next clue. Discover
the secret code and win a prize. This scavenger hunt
requires a QR Code app on your phone. Register for
this program on Beanstack via the Beanstack App or the
Library website. Batavia Public Library card or Batavia
student required.

Online
Mon., Oct. 12, 3–4:30pm
Ages 8 and older
Learn about the strange and wonderful creatures who
live in the world’s oceans. Students are transported to
the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History
through their web browser using 360-degree interactive
imagery. Explore the Smithsonian’s famous Ocean
Hall: learn about the evolution of life on our planet and
complete a fun virtual discovery hunt throughout the
museum. Register and a link to the program will be
emailed to you.

Families
Monthly Scavenger Hunt

September—Fall
October—Halloween
All ages
Each month your family can participate in a themed
scavenger hunt. Register via the Beanstack App or the
Library website for each month’s challenge. Complete
the activities and enter the drawing for a prize.

Take-Home Craft Kit

Wed., Sept. 9, 10–11:30am
Thurs., Oct. 8, 2–3:30am
All ages
Pick up a take-home craft activity in the Youth Services
Department.

Story Strolls

Sat., Sept. 26, 10am–4pm
Sat., Oct. 24, 10am–4pm
All ages
Looking for something fun for the family and socially
distanced? Watch for our Pop-up Story Strolls in the
Library’s Reading Garden on the 4th Saturday of each
month (weather permitting). Walk along the garden’s
winding path while enjoying a featured picture book
with interactive questions and activities. When you are
finished, scan the QR Code and let us know how you
enjoyed it!
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Batavia Public Library
Programs for adults and teens
Registration Information: Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.
Advance registration is required for programs designated

Feature Programs
In the Belly of the Beast: King in Chicago

Online—Zoom
Tues., Sept. 15, 7pm
Martin Luther King Jr.’s immortal footsteps trod many
places on his way to the mountaintop. His remarkable
career included many visits to Chicago, where he hoped
to underscore his work in the American South using
the same techniques and philosophy in Chicago. Join
historian Clarence Goodman live online via Zoom.
Register: https://tinyurl.com/y2ltth86
New Lyceum Lecture Series
The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the
2020–21 Season Sponsor

Understanding Fake News

Online—Zoom
Tues., Oct. 6, 7pm
People constantly get bombarded
with unreliable information from
untrustworthy sources. How do
you know what’s real and what’s
fake? Amy Franco of Glen Ellyn
Public Library will show you how
to weed through the noise and
evaluate sources for authenticity
in this timely program. Register:
https://tinyurl.com/tellrealfromfake

Surprise Me Bundles

Ongoing
Adults and teens—Do you need something new to read or watch, but
you’re not sure what to choose from the Library’s collection right now?
We can help! Fill out our Surprise Me Bundle form, and librarians will
search for up to five items just for you and set them aside for you to pick
up. Make your choices here: https://tinyurl.com/yyxgy67h

The Poetry of Caregiving

Online—Zoom
Wed., Oct. 21, 7pm
This program focuses on
caregivers and what they do
for their loved ones. Caroline
Johnson, author, will read
from her poetry book, The
Caregiver, inspired by years
of family caregiving. Hospice
chaplain, Don Johnson, from
CovenantCare Hospice, will
speak about how to overcome barriers formed by social
distancing and create a community of caregivers. Kelley
Navar, LCPC, who leads a caregiver support group
for LivingWell Cancer Resource Center in Geneva,
will discuss the role of self-care in caregiving. Register:
https://tinyurl.com/poetryofcaregiving

Questions & Ancestors Genealogy Series

Mayflower: The 400th Anniversary of the Landing at
Plymouth Rock

Online—Zoom
Mon., Oct. 5, 7pm
In November 1620, the Mayflower landed in the New World after a twomonth Atlantic crossing. Learn about who these people were, what their
journey was like, and how they managed on the voyage to a new life.
Presenter Jenny Warner will also cover the steps to join one of the lineage
societies for the Mayflower. Register: https://tinyurl.com/yyfsunwf
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Scams, Schemes, and
Swindles: How to Avoid
Becoming a Victim

Online—Zoom
Thurs., Sept. 10, 10am
Detective Hall from the Batavia
Police Department will give a
short presentation via Zoom
detailing the latest financial fraud scams that target the
elderly. He will include tips and advice on how to avoid
scams. Register at https://tinyurl.com/y6vo9zeq

Atypical Globetrotting with the
Mindful Vagabond

Online—Zoom
Thurs., Oct. 8, 7pm
Do you dream of long-term responsible travel? Come
along on Brian Michalski ‘s 22-month solo backpacking
journey as he worked and volunteered his way through
Australia, Southeast Asia, India, Cuba, and more. Get
insider information so that you, too, can travel like a
pro. Register: https://tinyurl.com/y29dkwhj

Getting Fiscally Fit

Online
Tues., Sept. 29, 7pm
David Cheatham, a speaker from The Society
for Financial Awareness, a national nonprofit,
will ask thought provoking questions that will
help you gain the knowledge and confidence to
take control of your financial affairs. Register:
https://ffsg.easywebinar.live/event-registration-12

Paint in Autumn with Aimee

Online—Zoom
Thurs., Sept. 24, 2pm
Unleash your creativity; paint a fall picture in acrylics
with Adult Services Librarian, Aimee, LIVE via Zoom.
We provide all supplies EXCEPT paint brushes—pickup
at the Library. Limit 12. Register on the Library’s event
calendar.

Teen programs and more are continued on pages 32 & 33

Sundays on Stage
The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2020 Season Sponsor.

Mind Games 2: The Science of Curious
Thinking

Online—Zoom
Sun., Sept. 27, 2pm
William Pack returns with MIND GAMES, Part Two
and even more ways our brains are hardwired to
believe things that defy logic and facts. He’ll show
you how our brains seek out patterns and try to make
meaning out of nothing. And he will remind you
of proven ways to preserve brain health. Register:
https://tinyurl.com/y5re4v3s

Haunted History

Online—Zoom
Sun., Oct. 25, 2pm
Sit back and listen if you dare to Terrence Lynch as
he tells entertaining and chilling tales of the historical
hauntings of the Midwest. Stories of the S.S. Eastland,
Brookfield Zoo, Fort Dearborn Massacre, and John
Dillinger guarantee spooky goosebumps while at the
same time learning a bit of history. For grade 6 to adult.
Register: https://tinyurl.com/y6b3zbo7

William Pack returns with MIND GAMES, Part Two
on Sept. 27
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Batavia Public Library
Computer classes for adults
Registration Information: a computer with speakers and Internet access is required. Registration is required.; please
call the reference desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200 or register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org
Advance registration is required for programs designated

Internet Classes
Intro to Windows 10

Online
Thurs., Sept. 17, 9–10:30am
Achieve more and learn everything
Windows 10 has to offer for
everyday use. Get the most out
of new features, as well as how
to personalize your Windows
experience, work and play across
all your devices, and get more
done faster with new productivity
capabilities. Space is limited.
Register: https://aka.ms/BataviaW10

Fundamentals of
Excel 2019

Online
Fri., Oct. 2, 9–10am
Join us for a hands-on, interactive
experience where you will learn
the many features of Excel to
simplify your tasks and increase
productivity. You will learn how
to analyze and organize data
effectively and visually with the
latest version of Excel. Space is
limited.
Register: https://aka.ms/BataviaE19

Rock Your
LinkedIn Profile

Online
Thurs., Oct. 15, 9–11am
Discover how to rock your
LinkedIn profile. Get a handson start developing a stellar
profile. Build your online brand,
engage with your network, and
sharpen your resume. For the best
experience, please use Edge or
Chrome to join the workshop.
Register: https://aka.ms/BataviaRYL

Monthly Programs
Book Discussion
Tues., Sept. 8, 7pm
Online—Zoom

Favorite Book Read During Quarantine

What is the best book that you have read since March?
Comfort reads, books that take you on a far-flung
adventure or into a brand-new world, stories that make
you laugh—we want to talk about them all. Join us for a
virtual book discussion.
Register: https://tinyurl.com/y2ss7d3v

Teen Programs

Tues., Oct. 13, 7pm
In-Person Discussion
Run by Ann Patchett
In this novel, a stranger risks her life to save someone
and two families become connected. A bittersweet story
about family love, adoption, and all the different ways
people run. Read the book and join us for an in-person,
socially distanced discussion. Register on the Library’s
event calendar.
November book selection: The Southern Book Club’s
Guide to Slaying Vampires by Grady Hendrix

Advance registration is required for programs designated

The Financial Aid Process

Online—Zoom
Tues., Sept. 8, 7pm
Illinois Student Assistance Commission Martha
Gutierrez will discuss what college costs, the types of
financial aid available, how to apply using the FAFSA,
and about financial aid award packages. Visit
collegeillinois.org or fafsa.ed.gov for more information.
Register: https://tinyurl.com/y2olv85l.

Inclusion Game Night

Online—Zoom
Wed., Sept. 9, and Oct. 14, 6:30–8:30pm
Teens and young adults of all abilities, their families
and friends are welcome to play board games and card
games together online. Register for the Zoom link plus
links to the games. Register: https://tinyurl.com/yyvedz6t
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Five Steps to Effective College Essays

Online—Zoom
Wed., Sept. 16, 7pm
With more colleges going “test-optional” this year,
your college essay is more important than ever before.
Our virtual college essay writing prepares students of
any writing ability to confidently launch their essays.
Presented by Stephanie Kennedy, professional college
coach and former admission counselor.
Register: https://tinyurl.com/yxvrqayh

Don’t Pay the College Sticker Price!

Online—Zoom
Tues., Sept. 29, 7pm
Learn how to maximize need-based financial aid
eligibility, target the right colleges for
merit-based financial aid and exploit tax-saving
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Summer Reading Club 2020
This year, we adapted our annual Summer Reading
Club (SRC) to the new reality of uncertainty and the
need to keep everyone safe. We introduced our patrons
to Beanstack, an online reading and activity tracker.
Thank you for your patience as we navigated a new way
of doing things.
We sincerely thank the following businesses and
organizations who generously contributed prizes for
Summer Reading Club 2020:
Abbey Farms
Arby’s
Batavia Creamery
Batavia Park District
British Swim School
Bulldog’s Red Hots
Chick-fil-A
Chuck E. Cheese
Classic Cinemas
Colonial Café

Culver’s
Dimples Donuts
Friends of the Batavia
Public Library
Funway Ultimate
Entertainment Center
Keller’s Farmstand
Kimmer’s Ice Cream
Limestone Coffee & Tea
McAlister’s Deli

Museum of Science
and Industry
Nock and Feather Kustom
Archery
Portillo’s
Raising Cane’s

SciTech Hands On
Museum
Target
Trader Joe’s
Wal-Mart
Wendy’s.

Community Check-in with Misty & Aimee

Tues., Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 6:30pm
Tues., Oct. 6, 13, 20, & 27, 6:30pm
Online—Instagram & Facebook
Join Misty and Aimee LIVE on Instagram and Facebook as they check-in
with our community. It’s a casual and fun way to explore Batavia. Be ready
to laugh and reconnect with your community. No registration required, but
you will need an Instagram or Facebook account.
Instagram: instagram.com/bplbatavia/
Misty and Aimee LIVE
Facebook: facebook.com/BataviaPublicLibrary/
with Community Check-In,
Tuesday evenings
opportunities from Certified Financial Planner Joe
Orsolini. Register: https://tinyurl.com/y36tffrh

Making Your College Search Count

Online—Zoom
Wed., Sept. 30, 7pm
Julie Nelson, Regional Recruitment Director at Xavier
University, has been guiding students and families
through the college search for more than 25 years. She
has fielded millions of questions, read thousands of
essays, and helped students find the right college fit.
This presentation will help student and their parents
navigate the college search.
Register: https://tinyurl.com/y5ndwzyk

FAFSA Workshop

Online—Zoom
Tues., Oct. 20, 7pm
Is your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student
Aid) form done? This program by Martha Gutierrez
from the Illinois Student Assistance Commission can
help. Register: https://tinyurl.com/y6dv9we7. Bring a
laptop to fill out the form during the program!

Solve the Mystery Box: The Jester!

Online—Facebook
Sept. 15–29
Can you outwit the puzzles in the online Mystery Box
and discover the identity of The Jester? Teens and adults
can follow the clues posted on Facebook to track down
a criminal mastermind!
Register: facebook.com/events/901778320322714/
kaneneighbors.com 29

