
 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

w w w . B a t a v i a P u b l i c L i b r a r y . o r g 
 

 

Recognition as a Library Leader 

In 2003, the Board of Library Trustees created an award to honor persons who have made outstanding 

contributions to the Batavia Public Library District as “Library Leaders.” The quiet reading room in the 

apse was named the Library Leaders Reading Room and a display case was installed at the entrance to 

the room to house the Book of Library Leaders. 

Lorraine M. Ramus was named the first Library Leader in 2003 for her exemplary service as a member and 

officer of the Board of Library Trustees (1978–2001) and her leadership and involvement in three major 

building projects (1981; 1983; 2002), which improved the quality of library services in Batavia. 

The guidelines for this award were revised in 2020 in order to raise the profile of Recognition as a Library 

Leader and ensure that the award is presented biennially. 

 

Rationale 

Recognition as a Library Leader is presented biennially (in odd-numbered years) by the Board of Library 

Trustees to honor persons who have made outstanding contributions to the advancement of the Batavia Public 

Library District. 

Such persons may include but are not limited to members of the community at large, the business 

community, Batavia educational, civic, and philanthropic organizations, and the Friends of the Batavia 

Public Library; directors and volunteers of the Batavia Public Library Foundation; former members of the 

Board of Library Trustees; current and former employees (with at least 10 years’ service) and volunteers of 

the Batavia Public Library. 

 

Eligibility & Criteria 

To be eligible for the award, a nominee must meet at least three (3) of the following criteria. 

1. Demonstrates exemplary commitment to the goals and mission of the Batavia Public Library. 

2. Makes a significant and long-lasting contribution to the advancement of the Library through 

leadership, excellence, achievement, or volunteerism.  

3. Advocates for access to information and freedom of speech and expression. 

4. Promotes the growth and development of the Library. 

5. Fosters partnerships with local organizations and agencies to enhance the quality of library service in 

Batavia. 

6. Champions the Library and its services to the community. 

7. Encourages innovative and visionary thinking in the Library’s operations, programs, and services. 

Further, the intent of the Board of Library Trustees is to recognize only one (1) recipient at one time, whether 

an individual or a linked couple. Recognition as a Library Leader may be awarded posthumously. 



Nominations 

In honor of National Library Week, which is celebrated in April, nominations must be submitted by the third 

Monday of April in odd-numbered years. The award will be presented during Library Card Sign-Up Month 

(September). Nominations may be submitted by any member of the Batavia Public Library community, 

which includes but is not limited to its users, support groups (such as the Friends of the Batavia Public 

Library), volunteers, Trustees, and employees. 

A complete nomination packet includes a Nomination Form, nominator’s letter of nomination, which explains 

the eligibility of the nominee, and two (2) letters of support. Further “Instructions” for nominations are 

described on the “Nomination Form.” 

It is the duty of the Library’s Trustees and Director to promote Recognition as a Library Leader and 

encourage the submission of nominations. The Library’s Promotional Services department is assigned the 

responsibility of highlighting this award to the community at large. 

 

Selection Process 

One recipient will be selected by the Selection Committee, which is either the Standing Committee on 

Outreach of the Board of Library Trustees or, in the absence of an Outreach Committee, a special committee 

appointed by the President of the Board of Library Trustees. The Committee has broad authority in the 

selection process and interpretation of the guidelines as presented herein. 

The Selection Committee will forward the name of the selected recipient to Board of Library Trustees, which 

will adopt a Resolution to recognize the recipient as a Library Leader. 

 

Frequency 

The intent of the Board of Library Trustees is to recognize a Library Leader biennially during odd-numbered 

years, beginning in 2021. However, the Board reserves the right to alter the recognition schedule upon 

recommendation of the Selection Committee. 

 

Recognition & Award 

1. The recipient will be honored by Resolution of the Board of Library Trustees. 

2. The recipient will be recognized and celebrated at a public reception held during Library Card Sign-

Up Month (September). 

3. The recipient will be presented with an engraved award suitable for display. 

4. The recipient’s name and credentials will be engrossed in the Book of Library Leaders, which is 

displayed in a special case at the entry to the Library Leaders Reading Room. 

5. The recipient’s name, photograph, and credentials will be added to the Library Leader section of the 

Library’s Web site. 

 



Recognition as a Library Leader 

Nomination Form 

 
Date   
 
Name of Nominee   
 
Title (if appropriate)   
 
Street   City, State ZIP+4   
 
Telephone (Work)   (Mobile)   
 
Email Address     
 
 
Nominated by   
 
Street   City, State ZIP+4   
 
Telephone (Work)   (Mobile)   
 
Email Address     
 
Names of the Two Persons Who Submitted Supporting Letters 
 
(1)   
 
(2)   
 
 

Instructions 

Please examine the criteria below and describe how the nominee has made outstanding contributions to 

the advancement of the Batavia Public Library District. Please be certain to include specific and detailed 

information and examples in connection with at least three (3) of the following criteria. 

1. Demonstrates exemplary commitment to the goals and mission of the Batavia Public Library. 

2. Makes a significant and long-lasting contribution to the advancement of the Library through 

leadership, excellence, achievement, or volunteerism.  

3. Advocates for access to information and freedom of speech and expression. 

4. Promotes the growth and development of the Library. 

5. Fosters partnerships with local organizations and agencies to enhance the quality of library service in 

Batavia. 

6. Champions the Library and its services to the community. 

7. Encourages innovative and visionary thinking in the Library’s operations, programs, and services. 

Mail or deliver the complete nomination packet (Nomination Form, nominator’s letter of nomination, 

two letters of support, and supporting documentation, if any) by the third Monday in April to:— 

Recognition as a Library Leader 

Attention: Director, Batavia Public Library 

10 S. Batavia Ave. 

Batavia, IL 60510-2449 


