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American Marriage by Tayari Jones  

In this powerful literary novel, Roy and Celestial’s new marriage is devastated when Roy is imprisoned 

for a crime he did not commit.  They struggle to maintain an unwinding relationship during Roy’s 

incarceration. Lyrical prose marks this sobering look at love, racism, and regret.  

 

Every Note Played by Lisa Genova 

Richard, a concert pianist, is paralyzed with ALS, and asks his ex-wife and fellow musician Karina to care 

for him in this devastating and empathetic exploration of guilt and forgiveness. An eloquent portrayal of 

confronting mortality and the power of music. 

 

The Flight Attendant by Chris Bohjalian 

A night of hard drinking ends badly when flight attendant Cassie Bowden wakes up next to a corpse. 

Cassie heightens the intrigue by lying to everyone and then attempting to track the woman who may be 

the assassin—if only she could remember. 

 

The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah 

A family struggles with homesteading in the Alaskan wilderness—and with the father’s debilitating 

PTSD, jealousy, and escalating violence—in this engaging and authentic drama. Beautifully descriptive 

writing, tautly drawn characters, and a strong sense of place contribute to this tale of survival. 

 

The Immortalists by Chloe Benjamin 

This heart wrenching and complex family saga features four siblings whose lives have been shaped by a 

psychic’s predictions. Examines the hold of past over present, family dynamics, and fate versus free will. 

Thought-provoking and suspenseful.  

 

The Kiss Quotient by Helen Hoang 

A fake relationship turns real in this sweet and steamy romance about an autistic woman and the male 

escort she hires to teach her about sex and relationships. Deeply portrayed and sympathetic characters, 

and engaging writing make a satisfying read even more delightful. 

 

Love, Hate, & Other Filters by Samira Ahmed 

Maya just wants to make movies and kiss a boy, but her life is complicated by culture clash, parental 

expectations, and rising bigotry due to a terrorist attack elsewhere in the state. An authentic coming of 

age tale set in Batavia, IL.  

 

The Outsider by Stephen King 

A murder investigation reveals conflicting airtight evidence that both accuses and clears popular coach 

Terry Maitland of a brutal crime. As the mystery deepens, the presence of a supernatural menace 

looms. Beware of worms in this intense and compelling horror tale.  

 



Spinning Silver by Naomi Novik 

Miryem, Wanda, and Irina face dark and complex challenges in this magical and thought-provoking 

reimagining of Rumpelstiltskin. Threatened by a cruel wintery fairylike lord, these courageous women 

risk all to save family and homeland. Grounded in real-world problems yet sparkling with icy 

enchantment. 

 

Still Me by Jojo Moyes  

The endearing Louisa Clark returns, pursuing new adventures in the Big Apple as an assistant to a young 

socialite while maintaining a long-distance relationship. Life doesn’t always go as planned in this warm 

and compassionate journey of self-discovery.  

 

There, There by Tommy Orange 

This fast-paced and dramatic novel explores the contemporary urban Native American experience 

through 14 different narrators, all persons connected to the upcoming Big Oakland Powwow. Sacred 

tradition, pageantry, heroism and sacrifice depicted through gorgeous prose contribute to a gripping 

and moving story. 

 

Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver 

Two families, in two centuries, face personal and family challenges, political issues, and social change in 

this engaging parallel narrative. Willa and her husband must deal with a tumbledown home and forced 

retirement, while Thatcher is challenged by Darwin’s new theories and a brilliant woman scientist. 

 

Warlight by Michael Ondaatje 

Wartime heroism leaves a surprising impact on a family in this mesmerizing novel about secrets and 

loss. In post-WWII London, Nathanial and his sister are cared for by a kind yet enigmatic guardian after 

their parents’ mysterious departure. A bittersweet and dramatic coming of age tale. 

 

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 

Brilliant and self-sufficient, Kya has been alone most of her life, observing and learning from the lush 

marshland and wildlife around her. As she matures, two young men from town vie for her attention. 

When one of them dies mysteriously, the quirky loner is suspected. Intriguing and atmospheric. 

 

The Wife Between Us by Green Hendricks and Sarah Pekkanen  

Assume nothing in this suspenseful story told from three well-developed perspectives: a jealous woman, 

her ex-husband, and a young fiancée. Strong supporting characters enliven this intricately plotted and 

compelling page-turner.  

 

The Woman in the Window by A. J. Finn  

Spying on neighbors turns dangerous in this suspenseful and intricately plotted psychological thriller. 

Bound to her Harlem apartment by agoraphobia, Anna observes a horrific event from her window, but 

can’t get anyone to believe her story. Menacing and suspenseful. 

 


