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The Library will be closed:
Sunday, April 4, Easter
 

Library Hours
Mon., Wed., Fri.:  9 am–5 pm
Tues., Thurs.:  12–8 pm
Sat.:  9am–5 pm
Sun.:  12–5pm

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:  
 630-879-1393, ext. 290

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Jo Ann Smith, President
Katherine A. Garrett, Vice President
Daniel R. Russo, Secretary
Jennifer M. Culotta, Treasurer
Elizabeth P. Larson
Michael E. MacKenzie
Diane L. Blodgett

Online help with homework
In this strange school year, it is 

not surprising if both your student 
and you may be feeling stressed and 
exhausted by school homework. Is 
your child falling behind in some 
subjects? Do you feel helpless and 
frustrated that you can’t answer 
their questions? If your family needs 
some extra help when it comes to 
schoolwork, your Library is here to 
help.

The Homework Help page on our 
website at BataviaPublicLibrary.org 
lists available online resources and 
databases to relieve that homework 
assignment stress. You will need 
your Batavia Public Library card to 
access the resources.
Homework assignments— 
K through college

The help available on 
Tutor.com extends to students from 
Kindergarten through college. 
It provides on-demand tutoring, 
homework help, test preparation, 
and writing assistance in over 
60 subjects, seven days a week, 
from 12pm to 12am. Students 
can also use the drop-off reviews, 
practice quizzes, and video lessons. 
Tutor.com will also help parents 
better understand their child's 
homework to help their student 
complete their assignments.

If your student finds a favorite 
tutor, they can connect with 
them each session. They can store 
assignments, notes, projects, and 
review and share saved sessions.

If you are new to Tutor.com, sign 
up through our events calendar 
for an upcoming guided virtual 
tour of all the academic and 

career resources available 
through the Tutor.com program: 
From Kindergarten to Career: A 
Complete Guide to Tutor.com for 
Library Patrons. 

Students can also call the 
Reference Desk to have books held 
for their projects or ask us to scan 
and send pages from reference 
books. Student Resources in 
Context is an excellent database for 
significant issue papers. 
College and beyond

Do you have a student getting 
ready for college? Gale Presents: 
Peterson’s Test Prep lets your 

student practice taking the ACT, 
SAT, GED, AP placement exams, 
and more. This database also 
provides information about careers, 
scholarships, and colleges.

Finally, is the idea of paying for 
a college education distressing to 
you? You'll find three special college 
programs listed in this issue under 
Teen Programs. These programs 
will help you learn strategies and 
options for meeting the cost of a 
college education. Please register for 
the programs through our website at 
BataviaPublicLibrary.org.
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Under the Cupola
Keeping the Promise, Part 3

This periodic report describes the Library’s actions in 
response to a series of recommendations (in 2018) that 
resulted from the Library’s forward-looking, citizen-led 
Speak Up! Community Engagement initiative.

One important promise focused on Infrastructure 
Needs: Maintain the community’s investment in the 
Library’s building and site by systematically addressing 
long-term maintenance needs, which are identified in 
the Library’s Capital Asset Study.

This is a special year. Not only is 2021 the 21st year 
of the 21st century, Batavia’s award-winning public 
library turns 140 years old in April and its current 
facility—its 7th location since 1881—is nearly 20 years 
old. In 2021, as promised, the Library is embarking on 
a series of major capital projects. Such maintenance 
work is not glamorous, but it is important—and it is 
necessary.

• New Chiller System: The building’s chiller 
system—part of the Library’s heating, ventilating, 
and air-conditioning (HVAC) system—includes a 
split-system indoor chiller with remote outdoor 
air-cooled condensing unit. The system, which is 
failing, has reached end-of-life; the best course of 
action is to replace the system. In December, the 
Board of Library Trustees awarded a contract for 
this project in the amount of $294,600 to F. E. 
Moran Inc., of Northbrook, Illinois.

• Façade Repairs: This major project encompasses 
both rehabilitation of façade components (brick 

and cast stone) and rehabilitation of windows. An 
evaluation of the Library’s 64 window assemblies 
revealed a wide range of deficiencies, including but 
not limited to failed sealant joints and no through-
wall flashing below the cast-stone sills. Repair 
work, which involves removing and reinstalling 
the windows, is labor-intensive. In October, the 
Board of Library Trustees awarded a contract for 
this project in the amount of $1,098,500 to A-One 
Group Ltd., of Elk Grove Village, Illinois.

• New Telephone System: The Library’s current 
telephone system, which is nearly 20 years old, 
has reached end-of-life; the best course of action is 
to replace the system. The Library is now working 
with ClientFirst Technology Consulting Group 
LLC, of Schaumburg, Illinois, to conduct a system 
assessment and technology analysis, develop a 
request for proposals, and solicit competitive bids.

Source of Funds. In November 2018, voters of the 
Batavia Public Library District approved a seven-cent 
(7¢) increase in the Library’s tax rate for operations. 
Effectively a swap, the initiative redirected a seven-cent 
tax rate for construction bonds to the Library’s tax rate 
for operations—a “zero tax-rate change” referendum.

We believe in good stewardship. We are keeping 
the promise. Thank you, Batavia, for your support!

George H. Scheetz, Director

Tournament of Books
If you’re a fan of new fiction, take 

part in the Library's sixth annual 
Tournament of Books! Sixteen 
of 2020’s best fiction books were 
chosen by Batavia Public Library 
staff. From March 8 to March 31, 
the titles contend for Batavia's 
fiction book of the year in playoff-
style brackets. Vote every weekday 
on the Library’s Facebook page. 
Look for the Sweet Sixteen titles 
and a tournament bracket on our 
Facebook page, Instagram, and our 
website at: BataviaPublicLibrary/
tournament-of-books/.

Author Spotlight: 
John Sanford
#1 New York Times-bestselling 
author
Wed., Apr. 14, 7pm
Join us online for an hour with John 
Sandford, the author of Ocean Prey, 
the 31st book in the Prey series. 
Lucas Davenport and Virgil Flowers 
join forces on a deadly maritime 
case. Registration is required for this 
event, BataviaPublicLibrary.org.



20 kaneneighbors.com

Program Registration: For programs requiring registration, please register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org, Events Calendar, 
or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500. Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring 
registration. Unless otherwise noted, registration for programs begins on the first of the month in which the program occurs. Patrons of 
all abilities are welcome at our programs. Please contact the Library regarding accommodations.  

Advance registration is required for programs designated 
Pick up supplies at the Library during Library hours for programs designated  

Registered participants will be emailed a link in advance for all “Online” programs.

Batavia Public Library

Programs and activities for youth
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For Babies, Tots, and 
Preschoolers 
Stories in Motion 
Online—Recorded 
Sat., Mar. 6, 20, Apr. 3, 17,  
May 1, 15 
Ages 3–6
Books are great to listen to, and 
they really come alive when we 
add movement to them, too! In 
this virtual storytime, we'll act out 
stories and practice lively movement 
rhymes and songs. Online link is 
available for one week.

Storyline 
Mar. 9–Apr. 27
Call 630-879-1393 x555 and listen 
to a story or poem read by one of 
our Youth Services staff members. 
Recordings change every Tuesday. 

Snuggle Up Storytime Kit  
  

Pickup dates 
Wed., Mar. 10, 9am–5pm
Tues., Mar. 23, 12pm–8pm  
Sat., Apr. 10, 9am–5pm
Tues., Apr. 20, 12–8pm 
Ages 2–3
Ages 4–6
Snuggle up for a story. Pick up 
and check out 
a Snuggle Up 
Storytime Kit 
prepared by our 
Youth Services 
staff. Each bag 
includes books, 
rhymes, songs, 
and a craft 
activity. Register 
for a 2- to 3-year-old bag or a 4- to 
6-year-old bag, then pick it up, check 
it out, and enjoy.

Wednesday Storytime 
Online—Live
Wed., Mar. 17–Apr. 28, 10am 
Ages 2–6
Join a Youth Services staff member 
each week for a storytime on Zoom 
Live. Enjoy your favorite books, 
rhymes, and songs. Register for each 
date separately to receive the Zoom 
links.

Baby Early Literacy Kits 
  

Pickup dates 
Fri., Mar. 19–Apr. 30
Ages 0–23 months
Each Friday, pick up the “Kit of the 
Week” to enjoy at home with your 
baby. Kits alternate between book-
based kits with rhymes, songs, and a 
free board book, and sensory-based 
kits with all the supplies you need 
to create an interactive activity for 
you and your baby. Register for each 
date separately. 

For Students
Book Gems 
Online—Live
Tues., Mar. 9, 6pm

Jasper & Scruff. The Cool Cat Club
by Nicola Colton

Tues., Apr. 13, 6pm 
Lola Levine Is Not Mean!
by Monica Brown

Grades 2–3
Book discussion club for young 
readers. Please read the book, 
then join us on Zoom Live for 
discussion and activities. Reserve a 
copy of the book when registering. 
Registration begins 4 weeks before 
the discussion.

Don’t Drown Your Duck!  
A Happiness Class 
for Tweens!  
Online—Live
Thurs., Mar. 11, 4pm
Ages 9—12
Led with FUN in mind, this 
happiness class for tweens teaches 
easy mindfulness exercises that 
bring more confidence, resilience, 
and happiness into your everyday 
life! Registered participants receive 
a rubber ducky. Pickup information 
will be emailed along with a Zoom 
link.

Homeschool Hangout   
Online—Live 
Tues., Mar. 16, 1pm
Tues., Apr. 13, 1pm 
Families with children in grades K–8
Whether you are new to 
homeschooling or have always 
homeschooled, join us to connect 
with other local homeschool 
families, learn about a featured 
Library resource, and play a fun 
game together online via Zoom!

Water Street Studios  
Artist Series   
Pickup date
Wed., Mar. 24, Frida Kahlo 
Ages 6–12
Explore the world of Frida Kahlo's 
art with Water Street Studios. 
Participants must pick up art 
supplies at the Library on March 24. 
A link to an instructional video will 
be emailed. Due to the popularity of 
this program, participation is based 
on a lottery. Lottery registration 
begins online Mar. 1. Members of 
the same household must register 
separately. Priority is given to 
Batavia Public Library cardholders.
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“Among Us” Game Day 
Online—Live
Mon., Apr. 5, 1pm
Grades 5–8
Join us as we hunt down the 
imposter in Among Us! This 
online multiplayer game of social 
deduction, teamwork, and betrayal 
is fun to play and easy to learn. 
Can be played on Windows or in 
the app. This event takes place on 
Zoom. Register to receive an email 
with the Zoom link. 

Families
Monthly Scavenger Hunt 
March into Spring 
Apr.: Earth Day 
All ages
Each month your family can 
participate in a themed scavenger 
hunt. Register on Beanstack via 
the Beanstack App or the Library 
website to get each month's 
challenge. Complete the activities 
as noted and enter a drawing for a 
prize. 

Story Stroll 
Sat., Mar. 13, 10am–4pm 
Sat., Apr. 24, 10am–4pm
All Ages
What do you get when you combine 
exercise, fresh air, and a great story? 
A Story Stroll in  
the Library’s Reading Garden,  
of course!  
Bring the  
family for  
this fun  
activity! 

Bingo Bonanza 
Online—Live
Tues., Mar. 30, 1pm 
Ages 3–14
Join Youth Services staff on Zoom 
for 45 minutes of Bingo live! 
Register online with your email 
address and Batavia Public Library 
card number. The Zoom and bingo 
card links will be emailed to you 
in advance. Please print out your 
bingo cards before the program. 
Children age five and under must be 
accompanied by an adult or older 
sibling. 

It’s Magic!   
Online—Recorded
Mon., Apr. 26
Register online Apr. 1–17
Families with children ages 4 and up
Watch a performance from magician 
Ken Mate. Following the show, you 
can participate in an instructional 
session to learn secrets that allow 
you to amaze your family and 
friends. Use the special magic 
tricks and props provided to each 

registered family. Register to be 
emailed prop pickup information 
and video link. 

Don’t miss these special “Take-Home” activities.
Please note that these take-home kits are available on dates indicated during Library hours, while supplies last.   

Hats off to Dr. Seuss! 
Tues., Mar. 2
All ages 

Stop by the Library and  
pick up a “Take Home”  
kit celebrating Dr. Seuss’s  
birthday! Each kit includes activity 
sheets, a craft, and more, based on 
popular Dr. Seuss books. One activ-
ity bag per child.  

STEAM Lab-in-a-Bag  
Mar. 12, 13; Apr. 23, 24
Grades K–5

We’ve gathered materials and 
prepackaged them so you can 
create your STEAM Lab at home. 
Each month's theme is different. 
Pick up your materials during the 
dates listed, while supplies last. One 
package per child per month.

Take-Home Craft Kit  
Mon., Mar. 29—Spring is Here
Tues., Apr. 20—Upcycled  
Earth Day
All ages

Pick up materials to make a craft 
at home. One kit per child. 

Reading Colors 
Your World!

2021 Summer Reading Club 
on Beanstack 

Great events, activities, and  
reading to come!



Registration Information:  Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or 
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org. Patrons of all abilities are welcome at our programs. Please contact the Library regarding 
accommodations. All events are online. Registered participants will be emailed a link in advance for all “Online” programs.

Advance registration is required for programs designated  

Batavia Public Library

Programs for adults and teens

Feature Programs

Handmade Postcards  
Thurs., Mar. 11, 7pm
Shari from Twisted Fiber Studio 
leads this workshop to create 
postcards that are incredibly 
gorgeous and personal—and made 
from supplies you have on hand.

Estate Planning  
Tues., Apr. 13, 7pm
60% of Americans—and 78% of 
Millennials—do not have a will. If 
that includes you, that means you 
would not have a say in how your 
property and assets are distributed. 
Attorney Gina Spada presents 
the benefits of an estate plan and 
explains the difference between 
Wills and Trusts and Powers of 
Attorney, and why they matter.
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Questions & Ancestors Genealogy Series   
Adoption Searches Past & Present  
Mon., Mar. 29, 7pm
Having an adopted ancestor can often be one of the 
most challenging aspects of genealogy research. Join 
Matt Rutherford, Newberry librarian, and adoptee, as 

he discusses ways of unearthing details of an adoption 
when they aren’t readily available.

Author Spotlight: Jason Fagone  
Wed., Mar. 3, 7pm
Join us online for an hour with Jason 
Fagone, author of The Woman Who 
Smashed Codes, this year’s One Book, One 
Batavia selection.

Author Spotlight on Wed., Mar. 3, 7pm, with Jason Fagone, 
author of The Woman Who Smashed Codes

Peaches and Baseball  
Tues., Mar. 16, 7pm
Celebrate women “stepping up 
to the plate” during World War 
II. Rebecca Tulloch, a vintage 
Rockford Peach, shares the 
story of the real-life Rockford 
Peaches and the film inspired 
by them, A League of Their Own.

The History of Women  
in Computer Science   
Wed., Mar. 24, 7pm
Christine Szorc, an adjunct instructor at Elgin 
Community College, has been in the IT industry for 
over 25 years. Who better to talk about the history of 
women in computer science? 

One Book, One Batavia 2021 
Co-sponsored by the Friends of the Batavia Public Library
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Sundays on Stage The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2021 Season Sponsor

Monthly Programs
Book Discussion
Tues., Mar. 9, 7pm  
Conjure Women by Afia Atakora
A midwife and conjurer of curses 
reflects on her life before and after 
the Civil War, her relationships 
with the families she serves, and 
the secrets she has learned about a 
plantation owner’s daughter.

Tues., Apr. 13, 7pm  
Claire of the Sea Light  
by Edwidge Danticat
A young girl’s disappearance is at 
the center of this lyrical, haunting 
novel about family and small-town 
life in Haiti. 

May book selection:
Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi

George Eastman:  
Life Through the Lens of Kodak  
Sun., Mar. 28, 2pm
Living history portrayer R.J. Lindsey portrays Kodak 
founder George Eastman. With a display of 25 vintage 
Kodak cameras, Eastman tells stories of his company 
and events captured by the lens of Kodak, including the 
Titanic rescue ship Carpathia, the Christmas truce of 
WWI, and the Pyramids of Egypt.

The Unsinkable Molly Brown: Heroine of 
the Titanic  
Sun., Apr. 25, 2pm
Hear the life and times of the adventurous and daring 
“Unsinkable Molly Brown,” performed by Lynn Rymarz. 
Discover Brown’s fighting spirit in helping other 
survivors who lost everything when the Titanic sank.

Community Check-in with Misty & Aimee
Tues., Mar. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 6:30pm
Tues., Apr. 7, 14, 21, 28, 6:30pm
Every Tuesday, for 30 minutes, Misty and Aimee from 
Adult Services will go LIVE on Instagram and Facebook 
to check-in with a casual and fun way to explore our  
area. No registration required, but you will need an 
Instagram or Facebook account. Follow us and make 
sure to turn on notifications, so you don’t miss our
livestreams!
Instagram: https://instagram.com/bplbatavia/
Facebook: https://facebook.com/BataviaPublicLibrary/

The adventurous and daring “Unsinkable 
Molly Brown,” Sun., April 25, 2pm

R.J. Lindsey brings George Eastman to life  
Sun., March 28, 2pm
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Teen Programs   Advance registration is required for programs designated  . All programs are online.

Teen Volunteer 
Opportunities
Are you looking to earn volunteer 
hours and make a difference in your 
community? Look for the  logo 
next to the teen events below.

Take Home Job Fair
March
No in-person fair this year, but we 
can offer you advice on resumes, 
interviewing, and job resources in 
this kit. Request a Job Fair bag for 
curbside pickup and learn about 
volunteer and paid job opportunities 
in Batavia, Geneva, North Aurora, 
and St. Charles.

Among Us  
Sun., Mar. 7 and Apr. 11, 7pm
Are you addicted to Among Us? 
Meet up with other players for 
some private games. We'll chat using 
Discord. Register to receive the 
Discord link. 

Claim Your Future  
Tues., Mar. 9, 7pm
Claim Your Future® is an online 
interactive activity that encourages 
exploration of education and 
training after high school, future 
careers, and money management. 
Illinois Student Assistant Corps 
representative Lauren Waitt 
provides an overview of how to use 
this interactive tool.

Inclusion Game Night     
Wed., Mar. 10 &  
Apr. 14, 6:30pm
Teens and young adults of all 
abilities—and their families and 
friends—are invited to play Solo 
(like UNO), Bingo, and other games 
online. High school volunteers are 
welcome. Register to receive links to 
the games.

How to Reduce College 
Costs: Strategies You Need 
to Know  
Wed., Mar. 17, 7pm
My College Planning Team 

introduces little-known financial 
strategies parents can use to reduce 
college costs, improve admissions 
chances, and increase scholarship 
opportunities.

Making Your Dream College 
a Financial Reality  
Wed., Apr. 7, 7pm
Some of the most expensive colleges 
can cost less than an in-state 
university. My College Planning 
Team shows you how to compare 
the net price of college and reveal 
financial strategies that can save you 
thousands of dollars. 

Path of a FAFSA/FAFSA 
Follow-Up  
Tues., Apr. 20, 7pm
Illinois Student Assistant Corps 
representative Lauren Waitt 
addresses what happens after a 
FAFSA is completed. She will discuss 
the Student Aid Report, verification 
process, IRS Data Retrieval Tool, aid 
award letters, how aid is disbursed, 
and how to read a financial award 
letter.

Reading Challenges
Ongoing   
If you’re looking for reading choices 
to help you get ready for college, 
try the 100 Books Before College 
reading challenge! We have lots of 
great book suggestions in various 
genres and topics, and you can keep 
track of what you have read on the 
Beanstack app. In the Volunteen 

Review Challenge, you can write 
book reviews for the Library’s social 
media or YA bookmarks and earn 
15 minutes of volunteer credit for 
each original review.

Teen Virtual Murder 
Mystery  
Ongoing
Who is the Ferryman? 
Send an email to 
askus@bataviapubliclibrary.org 
with the subject line ”Ferryman 
Murder Mystery,” and we will send 
downloadable clues for this online 
game. There’s a hint file in there if 
you get really stuck, but don't peek 
at the answers until you have to! 

Teen Virtual Escape Room
Ongoing
Bored? Try a virtual Escape 
Room game! Using a cell phone 
or computer to help figure out 
the answers is absolutely allowed. 
Try this Minecraft themed game: 
https://tinyurl.com/teenescaperoom

ACT/SAT prep
https://bataviapubliclibrary.org/
homework-resources/
Tutor.com provides on-demand 
tutoring, homework help, test 
preparation, and writing assistance 
in over 60 subjects seven days a 
week, 12pm to 12am. You can 
also use their drop-off reviews, 
practice quizzes, video lessons, and 
The Princeton Review SAT®/ACT® 
Essentials.
Gale Presents: Peterson’s Test 
Prep lets you practice taking the 
ACT, SAT, GED, AP placement 
exams, and more. This database also 
provides information about careers, 
scholarships, and colleges.

Follow the Library on
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Computer classes for adults
Learn online at your own speed with Lynda.com. 
You can stream online instructional videos taught 
by accomplished teachers and recognized industry 
experts. Lynda.com will help you learn new skills in 
various subjects and software, including Microsoft 

Word, Excel, and Powerpoint. Available with your 
Batavia Public Library card. See this page on the 
Library’s website: https://bataviapubliclibrary.org/online-
learning/

We can help!
Whether you are updating your 

office skills, finishing your degree, 
or just looking for a new hobby, 
we can help! We have the online 
learning resources to help you 
reach your goals. These courses 
are available to you at no cost with 
your Batavia Public Library card. 
You'll find these resources online 
at BataviaPublicLibrary.org/Online-
Training.

Do you need a library card? 
We can help you with that at 
BataviaPublicLibrary.org/library-card.

Lynda.com
Get a promotion or a new job 

when you advance your work 
skills. Lynda.com’s high-quality 
content includes over 5,700 courses 
(and over 180,000 videos) in 
popular fields like web design, 
web development, IT, education/
instruction, media production, and 
business. Gain the skills you need—
on your schedule and at your pace.
Tutor.com

Expert tutors 
are available 
seven days a 
week, 12pm–
12am. Adults 
who face demanding schedules, 
extracurricular commitments, and 
family obligations can get the help 
they need when they need it.

Tutor.com gives you on-demand 
tutoring, drop-off paper review, prep 
for the GRE, and a career coach—
and lets you drop off a resume for 
review.

Gale Courses
Gale Courses offers a wide range 

of highly interactive, instructor-led 
courses that you take online. The 
courses run for six weeks, and new 
sessions begin every month.

Gale Presents:  
Peterson’s Test Prep

Practice tests for the GRE, 
GMAT, SAT, ACT Assessment, 
ASVAB, and TOEFL are available 
online. In addition to products for 
college search and selection, test 
preparation, and financial aid, this 
resource offers online services for 
career exploration and resume 
writing.

Mango Languages
This online language 

learning program has 
courses for 71 different 
languages, including 
specialties such as Pirate. You 
can also prepare for that future 
vacation with courses like “Wine 
and Cheese French” and “German 
for Oktoberfest.” It provides ESL 
courses and courses that can assist 
with job search and promotion, such 
as “Job Seeking in English” or “Legal 
Spanish.”

The Great Courses 
(through Kanopy)

From the streaming video service 
Kanopy, enjoy these deep dives 
into subjects delivered by inspiring 
experts and professors at a college 
level. Think of it as the stimulation 
of college without the exams and 
papers.




