Batavia Public Library
Summer is a great time to explore your Library
The summer months are a great
time to explore how the Library can
assist, educate, and entertain you.
An excellent way to discover more
about what makes up today's library
is by joining the Summer Reading
Club (now through Aug. 9.) You will
find simple and fun challenges in the
online tracking software, Beanstack.
The challenges will introduce you
to Library resources while you earn
Summer Reading Club points and
perhaps a reward. For example, you
will learn how to use your Batavia
Public Library card to stream or
download movies and television
shows, discover new recipes, read
papers and magazines from around
the world, listen to music, subscribe
to our library newsletters, and more.
And, of course, participating in
the Summer Reading Club is a
good way to encourage yourself to
read more. You may have already
finished one or more books this
summer, but perhaps you need help
finding books that interest you. The
librarians are here to help you and
have compiled the following ways to
find your next read.

Kids reading
recommendations:

• You can call us!
630-879-1393 ext. 500.
• Kids’ Book Lists—whether you
have a reluctant reader or a
budding bookworm, check out
these surefire, kid-tested titles.
Check titles on our website:
bataviapubliclibrary.org/
youth-book-lists.
The Library will be closed:
Sunday, July 4
Monday, July 5
Friday, Aug. 27, 9am–1pm
staff development
Library Hours
Monday–Thursday: 9am–9pm
Friday & Saturday: 9am–5pm
Sunday: 1–5pm (June–Aug.)
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• Surprise Me! Bundle—let us
know what you like to read, and
we’ll match you up with some
great books, movies, video games,
or other materials.
• Register for Book Gems, the
book discussion club for young
readers.

Adults and teen reading
recommendations:

• You can call us!
630-879-1393 ext. 200.
• Check our website:
bataviapubliclibrary.org/
all-about-books
• Surprise Me! Bundle—tell us
what you like, and we will select a
personalized bag full of materials
for you.
• Your Next Read—answer a few
questions online about your
reading likes and dislikes, and
our librarians respond with titles
Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:
630-879-1393, ext. 290
Library Director
George H. Scheetz

chosen just for you.
• My Librarian pages on our
website list the types of books
each of our Adult Services
librarians like to read—plus their
suggestions.
• Good Reads blog gives you
longer book reviews.
• Teens—share your favorite recent
reads at the August teen book
discussion.
• Register for the August book
discussion—The Lost City of the
Monkey God by Douglas J. Preston.

Library Trustees
Daniel R. Russo, President
Elizabeth P. Larson, Vice President
Marianne E. Fasano, Secretary
Jennifer M. Culotta, Treasurer
Andrew R. Deitchman
Christy L. Ford
Kathryn L. Hubbard
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Under the Cupola
Library lore

The new Board of Library Trustees was seated on
Tues., May 18, the continuation of a process begun
in 1882. Batavia Public Library was established by
the voters of Batavia Township on April 5, 1881
and supported by a tax of one mill (equal to onethousandth of $1.00). One year later, on April 4, 1882,
the first Library Board was elected.
The first Library Directors (now called Trustees) were
John Van Nortwick, O. T. Snow, D. C. Newton, N. S.
Young, William H. Burnham, and F. P. Conde. John
Van Nortwick—one of thirteen men who chartered the
Batavia Institute, a private academy, on Feb. 12, 1853—
was elected president.
The newest Library Board includes seven citizentrustees: Jennifer M. Culotta, Andrew R. Deitchman,
Marianne E. Fasano, Christy L. Ford, Kathryn L.
Hubbard, Elizabeth P. Larson, and Daniel R. Russo.
The origins of the Library can be traced to October
1866, when the Batavia Lyceum Association, an
organization of young men, acquired a collection of
books from the Sigournean Society, an organization of
young women, which directly led to the creation of the
Batavia Library Association, a membership library. The

Batavia Library Association held its last meeting on
April 12, 1882, at which it voted to transfer the books
and other personal property to the “Batavia Public
Library,” a township organization.
In April 1873, the Batavia Library Association
became the first “free library” in the Tri-City area when
it adopted a “free library plan” and opened its doors to
all residents of Batavia Township, regardless of whether
they were members. In Kane County, Batavia was
the second membership library (after Elgin), the third
township library (after Elgin and Dundee), and the
third district library (after Dundee and Elgin).
Your obedient servant is only the eighth librarian
(executive director) since 1882—and only the second
gentleman to fill the position. Francis H. Buck served as
the first librarian of the Batavia Public Library (1882–
1888) and the last librarian of the Batavia Library
Association (1873–1882).
We want to be your first choice for information—on
local history or any topic of interest. Come visit the
Library or its web site today!
George H. Scheetz, Director

You’ll be surprised
and delighted!
The Library is not just for reading
anymore! During the past year,
we have added more items to our
Library of Things. We began our
collection with Wi-Fi hotspots, bike
locks, and cake pans. Since then, we
have added board games, a bocce
ball set, musical instruments, a slide
projector, and a projection screen.
Whether you would like to learn to
play the ukelele or throw a fabulous
backyard party, the Library of
Things will delight you!
You can find a listing of these
surprising items in our catalog or on
our website at:
bataviapubliclibrary.org/
library-of-things/
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Batavia Public Library
Programs for adults and teens
Registration Information: Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.
Advance registration is required for programs designated

Summer Reading Club

Sign up for Summer Reading Club online at
bataviapubliclibrary.org/beanstack/ or on the Beanstack
app. Earn 30 points to be entered for the prize

drawing at the end of Summer Reading Club. Books,
audiobooks, graphic novels, and eBooks all count for 10
points each, or try one of our activities.

Feature Programs
Summer Library Club Programs: Reading Colors Your World
Color Down Under
Thurs., July 8, 7pm, Online
Inspired by the optimistic
personalities in people and
wildlife, Australian artist Pete
Cromer’s artwork is renowned
for his signature bursts of
glowing color and beautiful
textures. Participants make a
bird collage based on Pete's art
in this class taught by Water
Street Studios artist Lisa Holzl.
Space is limited so register
early.

Museum of Bad Art: Tough Times

Tues., July 20, 7pm, Online
In this presentation, Museum of Bad Art (MOBA)
curator Michael Frank explores how artists react to
disasters. MOBA collects, exhibits, and celebrates art
seen in no other venue. They have collected art from
thrift stores, yard sales, sidewalk trash, and even the
artists who create it. Join us for this funny exploration
of art!

Questions & Ancestors Genealogy Series

Pandemic 1918! Fighting Influenza During the Great War
Thurs., July 22, 7pm, Online
More than 30% of Americans were estimated to
have contracted Influenza in 1918, and millions of
people lost their lives. Join speaker Tina Beaird via
Zoom as we explore the timeline of the outbreak and
hear tales of how the U.S. Army, Navy, and civilian

population centers tried desperately to combat the
disease. Discover resources for tracing your family’s
influenza victims through newspapers, government
records, medical journals, hospital registers, and more.

his Cherry Honey Mead Sorbet
from his Hearty & Healthy Polish
Cooking eBook. Plus, he cooks up
some poached pears in a currant
dessert wine. Watch anytime on our
YouTube channel!

The Food Mercenary
Presents: Exotic Sorbets

Starting July 1, Online
No ice cream machine is needed
when local chef Michael R. Niksic
shares three different sorbet
combinations to take the heat out
of hot summer days. He shares
20

Job Searching Workshop

Thurs. July 22, 10am, Online
Are you having a rough time
navigating today’s job market? Learn
strategies to help you compete for
your next job. Explore tools and
resources to update your personal
marketing tools and networking
strategies, target your job search,
and get job leads. Find resources
and individual coaching to help
you look for and find your next job.
Offered in partnership with Elgin
Community College.
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Sundays on Stage The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2021 Season Sponsor
At Last… Sophisticated Songs of the 60’s!

Sun., July 25, 2pm, Online
Award-winning Vocalist Maureen Christine and woodwind player Michael
Bazan perform classic songs such as “What the World Needs Now,” “More,”
“I’m Leavin’ It All Up to You.” They play top hits from Frankie Valli, Elvis
Presley, and Tony Bennett. Michael Bazan also performs the #1 jazz song of
the 60’s, “Take Five.”

Kiddieland Remembered

Sun, Aug. 29, 2pm, Online
From 1929 to 2009, Kiddieland in Melrose Park brought joy to thousands
of families. Learn the history of the park, including the family fighting that
caused it to be sold. Experience the action of the rides with an exclusive
video. Enjoy viewing exclusive vintage photos of the park.

Monthly Programs
Book Discussion

Follow the Library on

Tues., Aug. 10, 7:30pm
The Lost City of the Monkey God by Douglas J. Preston
In-person event
Bestselling thriller writer Preston joins an
archaeological expedition looking for evidence of
a fabled city of immense wealth called the White
City or the Lost City of the Monkey God. Named
a best book of the year by National Geographic, the
Boston Globe, and the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.
September book discussion selection:
Such a Fun Age by Kiley Reid

Community Check-in with Misty & Aimee

Tues., July 6, 13, 20, 27, 6:30pm, Online
Tues., August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 6:30pm, Online
Each Tuesday, for 30 minutes, Misty and Aimee from Adult Services go LIVE on Instagram and Facebook in this
popular fun program. Enjoy their explorations of various community locations. Registration is not required, but you
need an Instagram or Facebook account.
Instagram: instagram.com/bplbatavia/ • Facebook: facebook.com/BataviaPublicLibrary/

The Food Mercenary
Presents: Garden Fresh Basil
Recipes

Starting Aug. 1, Online
Local chef Michael Niksic shows
you how to transform any simple
meal into something special by
making and storing these fresh basilbased recipes. These recipes were
staples in many of the restaurants
that Chef Michael piloted. Watch
anytime on our YouTube channel!

Artist for an Afternoon

Thurs., Aug. 5, 2pm
In-person event
Unleash your creativity by painting

a seasonal picture in acrylics with
Adult Services Librarian Aimee
at the Library. This is a socially
distanced event; the Library
provides all supplies. Make sure to
wear clothes you can make a mess
in or bring an apron.

Interviewing 101

Thurs., Aug. 12, 10am, Online
A company wants to interview
you! Now what?! It's not easy
putting yourself on the line,
especially when you want the
job. This workshop helps you
understand today's changing
interview scene and give you some

tips and tricks to help you succeed.
Offered in partnership with Elgin
Community College.

Make a Felted Bookmark

Tues., Aug. 17, 7pm, Online
Join fiber artist Natasha Lehrer
Lewis as she teaches a fun, virtual
class on wet felting! Make a colorful
bookmark from the comfort of your
own home. All supplies are included
for this easy craft that uses wool to
sculpt your bookmark. We notify
registrants when the supplies are
ready for pickup.
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Batavia Public Library
Programs and activities for youth
Program Registration: For programs requiring registration, please register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org, Events Calendar.
For programs as noted, call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500. We give priority to Batavia Public Library cardholders for
all programs requiring registration. Unless otherwise noted, registration for programs begins on the first of the month in which the
program occurs. Patrons of all abilities are welcome at our programs. Please contact the Library regarding accommodations. Face
coverings required at children’s programs.
We require advanced registration for programs designated
Pick up supplies at the Library during Library hours for programs designated
.
Unless otherwise noted, registered participants are emailed a link in advance for all Online programs.

For Babies, Tots, and
Preschoolers

Storytime at the Caboose

Wed., July 7, 21, Aug. 4, 10am
Ages 2–6
Join a Youth Services staff member
at the Depot Museum Caboose for
storytime, weather permitting. Enjoy
your favorite books, rhymes, and
songs. Co-sponsored by the Batavia
Park District.

Baby Early Literacy Kits

Pick-up dates
Fri., July 9, 23,
Aug. 6, 10am–5pm
Ages 0–23 months
Bring your baby for a short kit
demo at 10am. Take home your kit
to share with your baby. If you cannot join us at 10am, pick up your kit
after 10:30am at the Youth Services
Desk. Kits alternate between bookbased kits and sensory-based kits and
are yours to keep. Register for each
date on which you would like to
participate.

Truck Tales

Wed., Aug. 11, 10am
Ages 2–6
Love trucks? Enjoy truck stories
with library staff and Gary Holm,
Batavia’s Public Works director, after
which children can climb aboard one
of Batavia’s big trucks.
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For Students
Color Your Library
Art Show

630-879-1393 ext. 500. Presented by
the Naperville Area Humane Society.

Yarn and Tale

Supply pick-up date
Wed., July 7
Ages 5–14
Create a piece of art and bring
it back to Youth Services. We will
display it in our Color Your Library
art gallery over the summer! Pick up
your paint and canvas on July 7. We
base participation for this popular
program on a lottery. Priority is given
to Batavia Public Library cardholders
and those who did not participate in
the June Art show. Please register in
person beginning June 3 at the Youth
Services Desk or by phone, 630-8791393 ext. 500. Members of the same
household must register separately.

Online—Live
Mon., July 12–July 26,
6:30-7:45pm
Ages 8–14
Class in progress; please call for
availability. All skill levels welcome;
beginning instruction is available.
Please provide your own knitting
needles or crochet hook.

Animal Drawing Classes

Tues., July 13, Thurs., Aug. 5,
1, 2 or 3pm
Grades 4–8
This program is back by popular
demand! Choose from an amazing
assortment of bead colors and templates to develop your one-of-a-kind
creation. Register for one 45-minute
session.

Online—Recorded
Now–Aug. 15
Grades 2–5
The fun doesn’t end with Dan
Gogh’s Magical Color Zoo! (See
FAMILIES) Dan has created three
video workshops that teach you how
to draw 3–4 animals and add color
to one of the animals. Learn to draw
desert, grassland, and jungle animals.
Grab some drawing paper and a pencil, then click the link to get started.
Available on the Library website.

Paws for Tales

Sat., July 10, 10–11:30am
Grades 1–4
Children practice their reading
skills by reading aloud to a specially
trained therapy dog. The Paws for
Tales goal is to create a positive, nonthreatening, and fun environment in
which reading aloud is enjoyed. Register for a 15-minute time slot; call

Chess Knight

Tues., July 13–Aug. 3, 7pm
Age 8 through adult
Participants should have a basic
knowledge of the game of chess.
Outdoor seating is available, weather
permitting.

Perler Beads

Book Gems

Wed., July 14, 11am
Mr. Summerling’s Secret Code
by Dori Hillestad Butler
Grades 2–3
Book discussion club for young
readers. Join us for discussion and
activities. Reserve a copy of the book
when registering. Registration begins
June 16.
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Water Street Studios Art
Workshops

Online—Recorded
July 20, Aug. 10
Ages 6–12
The topic of color inspires each
workshop. Participants learn about
color, how cultures use color, art
styles, and famous artists known for
their work with color. The narrator
reads a book selection aloud, and
the instructor guides participants in
completing the project. Pick up your
supplies at the Library. We email a
link to an instructional video. We
base participation for this popular
program on a lottery and give priority to Batavia Public Library cardholders. Please call for lottery registration
beginning July 1 for both classes,
630-879-1393 ext. 500. Members
of the same household must register
separately.

Rock Your Art

Thurs., July 22, 1, 2, 3 pm
Grades 5–8
Join us for 45-minutes of rock
painting fun! We provide the supplies; you provide the creativity.

3D Pens

Tues., July 27, Thurs., Aug. 12,
1, 2, or 3pm
Grades 4–8
Love drawing, and want to take

it to the next level?
Our new Mynt3d
3D pens are back!
During this 45-minute program, you
will complete a short
tutorial followed by
a drawing session
where you can create
something using a
template or develop your own oneof-a kind creation. Register for one
session.

Can’t Resist Art?

Wed., July 28, 11am
Grades K–2
Drawing + Books = Fun! Short
picture books inspire you to try your
hand at crayon resistance art. Bring
your creative talent and be an artist.

String Art

Thurs., July 29, 11am
Ages 7–14
Have you ever tried string art? You
don’t need a hammer or nails with
this easy-to-make string art picture.
Using only string and a needle, you’ll
be able to create your unique art
design.

Reading Colors
Your World!

Through Aug. 9
There is still time to join the Summer Reading Club 2021. Track every
day you read: Library books, books
from home, online books, audiobooks—whatever you read! Track
your reading on Beanstack to earn
prize drawing entries and rewards.
Try the Mix-It-Up Challenges to earn
an additional reward.

Dan Gogh’s Magical
Color Zoo

Online—Recorded
Now–Aug. 15
Dan Gogh’s Magical Color Zoo
has a collection of animals that
explode with COLOR. There is only
one problem; somebody stole the
Primary Stones, which give the zoo
its color power! Join the adventure as
we rescue each stone and discover
three concepts of color: variety, harmony, and mood. This fun-for-thefamily show is complete with magic,
comedy, and puppets! Click the link
on the Library website, sit back, and
enjoy.

Weekly Wow

Families
Scavenger Hunt

July 1–Aug. 31
Colors of Batavia
All ages
Begin in the Library Reading Garden and use the provided QR Codes
to enjoy all the colors of Batavia’s
downtown while you search for clues
to complete this scavenger hunt. Register on Beanstack via the Beanstack
App or the Library website.

Mon.–Sat. through Aug. 7
All Ages
Stopping by the Library? Check
out the Weekly Wow! Different inLibrary activities are featured each
week: do-it, find-it, draw-it, make-it,
and more. Available during Library
hours.

Youth Programs are continued on page 24

Don’t miss these special “TAKE-HOME” activities

Please note that all “Take Home” kits are available during Library hours while supplies last. One kit per child.

STEAM Lab-in-a-Bag

Supply pick-up
Thurs., July 8, Boats
Grades K–5
Go full-STEAM ahead this month when you pick up a
supply kit with all the items you need to create your very
own miniature boat. Explore the concept of buoyancy
and find out whether your boat will sink or float!

Take-Home Craft Kit

Mon., July 19
Mon., Aug. 16
All ages
Pick up a take-home craft activity in the Youth
Services Department.
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Batavia Public Library
Teen Programs

Advance registration is required for programs designated

Teen Volunteer
Opportunities

Earn volunteer hours and make
a difference in your community.
Look for the V logo
next to the
teen events below. Tug-toy kits are
available in the Teen Section, or
have a kit held for you for Curbside
Pickup.

Teen Book
Subscription Box

Register by July 15
Looking for a fresh read and a
few surprises? Try a Library teen
book subscription! Register and let
us know what you might like to
read. We fill a box for you with a
pre-selected YA library book, a craft,
a snack, and a few themed trinkets

during the months of July and
August. tinyurl.com/bpl-teen-box

Among Us

Sun., July 11 & Aug. 1, 7pm
Are you addicted to Among Us?
Meet up with other players for some
private games. We’ll use Zoom for
chatting between games and during
the emergency meetings. Please
email cedison@bataviapubliclibrary.org
if you need help with Zoom.

Inclusion Game Night

Wed., July 14, Aug. 11, Online
Chat time: 6–6:30pm
Game time: 6:30–8pm
Teens and young adults of
all abilities—and their families
and friends—are invited to play
Scattergories, Bingo, and other

.
games online. High school
volunteers are welcome. We have
prizes for bingo, as well as UNO
decks and other games available for
checkout at the Library! Links for
the games are emailed to registrants.

Teen Book Discussion

Wed., Aug. 4, 1:30pm
In-person event
Share your favorite recent reads,
play a book-themed game, and
maybe discover other books to try.

Summer Reading Club

ends Aug. 9
Don’t forget to turn in your
paper reading logs or enter your
books read/activities done on
the Beanstack app or online at
bataviapubliclibrary.org/beanstack/.

Youth Programs continued from page 23

Make-it, Take-it Craft on
Water Street

Enjoy a rare chance to get a closer
look at these animals and learn about
their day-to-day lives. Meet us at the
Peg Bond Center pavilion, weather
permitting. Batavia Park District cosponsors this event.

Fri., July 2, 16, Aug. 6, 20,
10–11am
Families
Join Library Youth Services staff on
Water Street for an easy drop-in craft,
weather permitting.

Story Stroll at the Library
Reading Garden

Lego Building Challenge

Tues., July 6, 4–7pm
All Ages
Are you looking for some family
fun? Register for a 30-minute time
slot to work together to build with
Legos. Families are given a bag of
Library Legos to use, a space in the
Youth Services Department to work,
and 30 minutes to create. Lego
Creations remain on display in the
Library for two weeks. Please call
the Youth Services Desk to register,
630-879-1393 ext. 500.

Bingo

Mon., July 12, 11am,
Big Woods Park
Fri., Aug. 13, 11am,
Library Reading Garden
Ages 3–14
Join us for outdoor Bingo at the
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Sat., July 24; Sat., Aug. 28
10am–4pm
All Ages
What do you get when you combine fresh air, light exercise, and a
good book? A Story Stroll, of course!
Enjoy a Story Stroll in the Library
Reading Garden.
Big Woods Park pavilion in July and
in the Library Reading Garden in
August. Bring a blanket or lawn chair.
We provide Bingo cards and fun. A
caregiver must accompany children.
The Batavia Park District co-sponsors
our July event. Weather permitting.

The Animal Express

Thurs., July 15, 7pm
Staff from The Animal Express
introduce families to several animals,
from cute and cuddly to exotic.
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Teen Programs

Advance registration is required for programs designated

SYNC YA is back!

Everyone who reads three books or
more can win a free book. Books,
audiobooks, graphic novels, and
eBooks all count toward your goal,
or try one of our activities. Batavia
Public Library cardholders with at
least 30 points are eligible for the
end of Summer Reading Club prize
drawing.

Get two free young adult
audiobooks a week through Aug.
4 (requires the free Sora app):
audiofilemagazine.com/sync/

ACT/SAT prep

Teen Virtual Murder
Mystery

Ongoing
Send an email to
askus@bataviapubliclibrary.org
with the subject line Murder
Mystery Signup and we send you
downloadable clues for this online
game. There’s a hint file in there if
you get really stuck, but don’t peek
at the answers until you must!

.

Teen Virtual Escape Room
Ongoing
Bored? Try a virtual Escape
Room game! Using a cell phone
or computer to help figure out
the answers is absolutely allowed.
Try this zombie-themed game:
tinyurl.com/bpl-zombie-breakout

on our website
Tutor.com provides on-demand
tutoring, homework help, test
preparation, and writing assistance
in over 60 subjects seven days a
week. Use their drop-off reviews,
practice quizzes, video lessons, and
The Princeton Review SAT®/ACT®
Essentials.
Visit Gale Presents: Peterson’s Test
Prep to practice taking the ACT,
SAT, GED, and AP exams. Also
provides information about careers,
scholarships, and colleges.

News from the Friends

Stock Your Classroom Sale is back!
Sat., Aug. 7, 9am–noon, in the FriendSpace

The Friends of the Batavia Public Library will once again be holding an educators' sale in August.
To participate, you will need to sign up for a half-hour time slot on Sign Up Genius beginning
Aug. 1. The link for the sign-up will be on the Library's website: bataviapubliclibrary.org/friends
To reduce crowding within our sales area, we ask that you stay in your
car until the time of your reservation. We will check you in at the front
door of the Library, and you may then proceed to the Friends' Space on
the lower level of the Library.
We require that everyone wear a mask at the sale.
• Open to all teachers—including preschool teachers, daycare workers,
home educators, and those who teach and mentor kids
• Books for kids, teens, and adults
• The price for all educator materials is $0.25
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