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The Library will be closed: 
• Wednesday, Nov. 23 – 

Library closes early at 5 p.m.
• Thursday, Nov. 24 
• Friday, Dec. 23
• Saturday, Dec. 24
• Sunday, Dec. 25
• Monday, Dec. 26
• Saturday, Dec. 31 – 

Library closes early at noon
• Sunday, Jan. 1
• Monday, Jan. 2

Library Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday: 12-5 p.m. 
Telephone 
630-879-1393 
Fax: 630-879-9118 
TTY: 630-879-8335 
Home Delivery:  
630-879-1393, ext. 290 

Library Director 
George H. Scheetz
Library Trustees
Daniel R. Russo, President 
Elizabeth P. Larson, Vice President 
Marianne E. Fasano, Secretary 
Jennifer M. Culotta, Treasurer 
Andrew R. Deitchman 
Christy L. Ford  
Kathryn L. Hubbard

Batavia Public Library

It feels like we all have been running 
so hard this year that there’s barely 
time to slow down and take in our 
surroundings.
Throw in the high prices. The 
constant juggling. The demands on 
your limited time. We understand.
The Batavia Public Library offers an 
array of options to make it easier 
as you work through your holiday 
shopping list. Yes, you can take care 
of some holiday gifting needs at the 
Library.
One of the coolest gift options is to 
make something fun or functional on 
the Library’s 3D printer. 3D printing 
is incredibly popular, and the array of 
presents you can print is astounding. 
How cool would it be to create an 
articulated dragon or a velociraptor 
for your grandson? Or two cute 
owls cuddling and give it to your 
girlfriend? For those on your list who 
enjoy functional gifts, you could 
make a laptop stand, cellphone 

holder or stackable battery holders. 
For the retro-chic cat lovers on 
your list, there is a geodesic dome 
cat house bed (some assembly 
required).
A host of collectibles can be created 
on the 3D printer, too. Collectibles 
are hot right now, and you could 
create Minecraft characters, 
Dungeons & Dragons models or 
even War Hammer tokens.
If you want to blow someone away 
with an out-of-this-world gift, NASA 
freely shares some of the space 
agency’s 3D resources with the 
public. Just download a model and 
personalize it for a truly one-of-a-kind 
present, such as a NASA insignia, or 
miniatures of the Mars Odyssey or 
Apollo Lunar Module.
Batavia Library card holders may 
head to bataviapubliclibrary.org/3d-
printing and scroll through the 
various options. Select a file, along 
with a filament color, and submit 
your print job. It costs $1 per file and 
10 cents per gram of filament used. 
Make sure to allow up to two weeks 
for your project to print, depending 
on bookings.
For those on your gift list who adore 
books, and don’t we all, Friends of 
the Batavia Public Library have two 
opportunities to purchase books and 
other materials at deeply discounted 
prices.

The Friends will host its Vintage  
Book Sale from 9:15 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
on Saturday, Dec. 10, in the Founders 
Room at the Library. The Friends’ 
traditional, monthly Book Sale 
is scheduled for the same times 
that day, but in the lower-level 
FriendSpace. These sales offer a great 
opportunity to shop while giving back 
to a local, nonprofit organization.
While you’re at the Library, Flyleaf 
Bakery Café gift cards are a delicious 
option for your gifting needs. They 
make wonderful gifts for teachers, 
coaches and tutors; your neighbors 
and coworkers; and host and 
hostess gifts. Plus, you can feel good 
knowing you’re supporting a local, 
woman-owned small business.
Stop by the Library, 10 S. Batavia 
Ave., to see how we can make the 
holiday season a little brighter for 
you and your family.

3D PRINTING AT THE LIBRARY
Personalize a holiday gift with
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Under the Cupola
Et Tu, Brutus? The Spirit of Batavia
By popular request, let’s take a closer look at the origins 
of Batavia’s Bulldogs, featured recently in Kane County 
Magazine and The Batavian. Batavia’s famous bulldog 
first appeared in the mid-1940s, but Batavia High School 
had other nicknames as early as 1932.
Long before Batavia’s athletic teams were called the 
Bulldogs, they were the Vikings. (Yes, it’s true!) Perhaps 
the name was inspired by the Independent Order of 
Vikings, active in Batavia since 1904, or the predominance 
of boys of Swedish descent on the football field and 
basketball court. The Vikings name was prevalent in the 
Batavia Herald and Geneva Republican beginning with 
the 1932-1933 school year. In a special edition of the East 
High Auroran (March 9, 1933), which served as a program 
for the district basketball tournament, Batavia was the only 
team with a nickname: Vikings.
The Vikings name appeared less frequently after Batavia 
dropped football in 1934 (for three seasons) and, by 
the late 1930s, the Batavia Herald regularly referred 

to the team as the 
Crimson — occasionally 
in combination with 
other monikers, such 
as Crimson tide and 
Crimson tigers. We only 
can speculate why the 
Vikings name fell out of 
favor. Alvin W. Sager, a 
1937 Batavia graduate, 
suggested two possible 
reasons: East Siders 
— mostly not Swedish — 

probably disliked the name, and the lack of a yearbook 
from 1918-1944 probably hurt the cause.
Perhaps the last reference to the Batavia Vikings in the 
Batavia Herald occurred in November 1938: 
“The monicker [sic] ‘Vikings,’ which for many years has 
been the label used by sportswriters when identifying 
Batavia athletic teams, is about as appropriate this year 
as the ‘Fighting Irish’ title is to Notre Dame …. Most of 
this year’s high school heavyweight football eleven was 
composed of students claiming German and English 
descent …. Arnie Stenman was the only ‘Viking’ to play 
a major role.”
Ironically, the team was called the “Crimson tide” in the 
sports section of the same edition.
Why Bulldogs? Paul W. “Peeler” Bergeson Jr., a 1945 
Batavia graduate as well as football captain and 
class president,  noted that Coach Howard J. Lester 
(1944 -1948) had arrived in Batavia and desired a 
nickname. The Vikings name had fallen into disuse and 
was picked up by Geneva (circa 1942-1943). Peeler 
recalled that the Bulldogs name was chosen by a 
student vote, though no such records have survived.
The first known reference to “Batavia bulldogs” occurred 
in the Batavia Herald on Feb. 16, 1945. The name 
appeared for the first time in the 1946 Echo (for the 
1945-1946 school year). In November 1967, the bulldog 
officially was named Brutus in a contest won by Diane 
Schroeder, then a junior at Batavia High School.

GEORGE H. SCHEETZ
Director
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1949: Cover of a commercially 
produced student scrapbook, 
which was owned by a 
member of the Class of 1949.

FRIENDS’ BOOK SALES

Saturday, Dec. 10 
9:15a.m.-1p.m.

The Friends will host its Vintage Book Sale from 9:15 a.m.  
to 1 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 10, in the Founders Room. 
This special sale, located on the Library’s main level, 
could include classics, sets, nonfiction, novels, and 
some gift-quality items. With two sales on Dec. 10, it’s 
the perfect time to cross some holiday gifts off your 
shopping to-do list. Our sale prices will leave you filled 
with holiday cheer!

FriendSpace, lower level

Saturday, Nov. 12 
9:15 a.m.-1 p.m.

NOVEMBER DECEMBER
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Batavia Public Library
PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS AND TEENS
Registration information: Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393,  
ext. 200, or register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 

Advance registration is required for programs designated R.

HOW-TO COMMUNITY 
Medicare Made Easy R
Monday, Nov. 7, 10 a.m.
In person
Are you ready to apply for Medicare? 
Let Hadia Bangash of Carefree 
Insurance walk you through the process 
so you don't miss the important 
deadline for people turning 65. No 
products will be sold at this program. 
Limit: 12. Registration required.
NaNoWriMo Kickoff Challenge R
Thursday, Nov. 10, 7 p.m.
In person
It's National Novel Writing Month! 
Join us for a "Write-In," a quiet space 
to write your novel. Write 1,700 words 
a day this month and by Nov. 30, you’ll 
be at 50,000 words or the length of 
a novel’s rough draft. Sign up for the 
free challenge at nanowrimo.org and 
register for this kickoff challenge at 
BataviaPublicLibrary.org.  
Classroom Kitchen: Retro Baking 
with Jiffy Mix R
Thursday, Nov. 17, 6:30 p.m.
Online via Zoom
This pre-made mix can work wonders 
in your kitchen! Find out how it was 
invented and how to use it in creative 
ways. Chef Kristyn verbally will guide 
participants through every step, from 
prepping ingredients to cooking 
steps until their dishes are complete 
and plated. Register online to be sent 
the recipes and link to the Zoom class. 
*Participants will purchase ingredients 
and gather their kitchen equipment 
from the recipes that will be 
emailed after registration. Chef 
Kristyn recommends you prep your 
ingredients ahead of time (chopping, 
measuring). The program will begin 
promptly and be recorded.
Book Page Christmas Tree R
Tuesday, Nov. 29, 7 p.m.
In person
Create a whimsical Christmas tree 
to decorate your home. Using 

book pages, paint, and simple 
decoration, you will make this 
adorable Christmas/holiday tree! It 
will look great in your living room or 
as a centerpiece. All materials will be 
provided. Limit: 12.
Classroom Kitchen: Retro Holiday 
Candies R
Thursday, Dec. 15, 6:30 p.m.
Online via Zoom
Making your own candy isn't difficult, 
especially if it's a family activity. And 
those memories really are the best 
part of the holiday season. Chef 
Kristyn verbally will guide participants 
through every step, from prepping 
ingredients to cooking steps until 
their dishes are complete and plated. 
Register online to be sent the recipes 
and link to the Zoom class. 
*Participants will purchase ingredients 
and gather their kitchen equipment 
from the recipes that will be 
emailed after registration. Chef 
Kristyn recommends you prep your 
ingredients ahead of time (chopping, 
measuring). The program will begin 
promptly and be recorded.

MONTHLY PROGRAMS
Book Discussion R
“Sapiens: A Brief History of 
Humankind” by Yuval Noah Harari
Tuesday, Nov. 8, 7:30 p.m.
In person
A hundred thousand years ago 
there were several different 
species of humans inhabiting 
Earth. Today only one remains: 

Homo sapiens. 
In this 
international 
bestseller, 
renowned 
historian 
Harari gives 
his take on 
how and 
why that 
happened.

Non-Discussion Book Discussion
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7 p.m.
In person
Share with the group your favorite 
two books, new or old, that you’ve 
read this year.
January book selection: “This Is 
Happiness” by Niall Williams

Books Between Bites
Thursday, Nov. 17, noon
In person
Lost Batavia Literature, presented 
by Mayor Jeff Schielke
Thursday,  
Dec. 15, 
noon 
In person
“Humanity’s 
Journey 
Home” 
by Roger 
Breisch, 
presented 
by its 
author



Illinois Libraries Present R
A Conversation  
with Caitlin Doughty
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 7 p.m.
Online via Zoom
Meet mortician and author of “From 
Here to Eternity: Traveling the World 
to Find the Good Death.”
A Conversation with Shauna Sever
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7 p.m.
Online via Zoom
The author 
of “Midwest 
Made: Big, 
Bold Baking 
from the 
Heartland” 
joins us to 
celebrate 
baking this 
holiday 
season.
*These events are made 
possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a 
statewide collaboration among public 
libraries offering high-quality events. ILP is 
funded in part by a grant awarded by the 
Illinois State Library, a department of the 
Office of Secretary of State, using funds 
provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum 
and Library Services, under the provisions 
of the Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA).

Community Check-In  
with Misty & Aimee 
Get to know more about Batavia and 
the people who make it great with 
Misty and Aimee. Catch a Community 
Check-In livestream, a 15(ish) Minutes 
of Fun video, or a 3-Minute Exclusive 
on our Facebook or Instagram 
accounts. You are guaranteed to 
laugh and to learn something about 
our great town. No registration 
is required, but you will need a 
personal Instagram or Facebook 
account to interact with us. Follow us 
and turn on notifications so you don't 
miss our videos! #mistyandaimee 
• Instagram: www.instagram.com/
bataviapubliclibrary
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/
BataviaPublicLibrary

COMPUTER CLASSES  
FOR ADULTS 
One-hour, hands-on computer classes. 
Basic computer skills, including 
mouse and keyboard proficiency, are 
required.  
• Introduction to 

Microsoft Word, Part 1 R 
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 9 a.m.

• Introduction to  
Microsoft Word, Part 2 R 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 9 a.m.

• Introduction to  
Microsoft Word, Part 3 R 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 9 a.m. 

• Introduction to  
Microsoft Excel, Part 1 R 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 9 a.m.

• Introduction to  
Microsoft Excel, Part 2 R 
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 9 a.m.

• Introduction to  
Google Slides R
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 9 a.m.

630-879-1393 | BataviaPublicLibrary.org
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NEW LYCEUM LECTURE SERIES
The Batavia Public Library Foundation  
is the 2022-23 Season Sponsor
The Eastland Disaster R
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 7 p.m. | In person
It has been called “America’s Forgotten Tragedy.” This ship 
sank before it even left the Chicago River on July 24, 1915, 
and killed 844 people! It is one of the worst disasters 
in American history and hardly anyone knows about it. 
Our presenter, John Boda, has researched the Eastland 
Disaster in great detail and presents many interesting 
facts, stories, and pictures. He also has a very personal 
connection: His grandmother and two great aunts were 
on board at the time. He has produced two videos on this 
event and continues involvement in the annual memorial. Courtesy of Don Harrison | Image via Flickr by UpNorth Memories
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SUNDAYS ON STAGE 
The Batavia Public Library Foundation 
is the 2022 Season Sponsor
The Pilgrims and the  
First Thanksgiving R
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2 p.m.
In person
Learn about the origins of our 
Thanksgiving traditions as Nancy 
McNally takes us to visit Plimoth 
Patuxet to uncover the true story of 
the Pilgrims. 
It’s Christmas Time in the City R
Sunday, Dec. 11, 2 p.m.
In person
Did you know that one of Chicago’s 
first big businesses was the sale 
and distribution of Christmas trees 
and wreaths? Well, this was just the 
beginning. In its 185 years, Chicago 
has touched every facet of the 
Yuletide season. To learn more, please 
join Clarence Goodman for this 
month's Sundays on Stage!

Volunteer Opportunities V
Ongoing
Looking to earn volunteer hours? 
The Library needs you! 
• Inclusion Game Night is going on, 

and volunteers are welcome to 
join in the fun (see below). 

• We also have free tug toy craft kits 
you can make and return to the 
Library for volunteer credit. Visit 
the Reference Desk for a kit or ask 
for a kit to be held for curbside 
pickup. 

• For more ideas and monthly 
volunteering suggestions, sign 
up for the Teen Volunteering 
Challenge on the Beanstack app. 

Inclusion Game Night R V
Tuesday, Nov. 1 & Dec. 6,  
6:30-8:15 p.m. 
In person
Teens and young adults of all 
abilities, and their families and 
friends are welcome to play board 
games and card games together 
in person. We need to limit 
registration for safety, so please 
register for this program. Limit: 15. 
Volunteers, limit: 5.
Teen MakerSpace Crafternoon
Thursday, Nov. 3 & Dec. 1, 4-6 p.m.
In person
Enter the Teen Space and explore 
machines that will be a part of 
the new makerspace. See all the 

possibilities of future Crafternoon 
crafts that will be held soon.  
Brief tutorials about the machines 
will be hosted along with sticker 
making. Everyone will learn how 
to make a sticker and take it home. 
Bring ideas for future crafts to 
make.
Make It @ Batavia Teen 
MakerSpace R
Thursday, Nov. 17 & Dec. 15, 4-6 p.m.
In person
Learn how to make a holiday card 
and a bookmark using the Cricut 
in our Teen Space. In November 
we will be making the holiday card 
and in December we will make the 
bookmark. No experience with the 
Cricut is required. Limit: 10.
ACT/SAT prep 
Tutor.com provides on-demand 
tutoring, homework help, test 
preparation, and writing assistance 
in more than 60 subjects seven 
days a week, noon to midnight. You 
also can use their drop-off reviews, 
practice quizzes, video lessons, 
and The Princeton Review SAT®/
ACT® Essentials. For practice tests, 
visit Testing & Education Reference 
Center to practice taking the ACT, 
SAT, GED, AP placement exams, and 
more. This database also provides 
information about scholarships and 
colleges.

TEEN PROGRAMS
Advance registration is required for programs designated R.  
For volunteer opportunities, look for the V.

Themed Surprise Me Bundle - 
Nonfiction for All
November/December
Want to learn a little more about the 
world around you? Try our Nonfiction 
for All Themed Surprise Me Bundle. 
Read a powerful memoir, delve 
deeply into a microhistory, or lighten 
things up with some humor. Simply fill 
out the Nonfiction for All Surprise Me 
Bundle form during November and 
December, and librarians will select 
up to three items just for you and set 
them aside for you to pick up. Fill out 
the form here: tinyurl.com/nonficSMB.
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PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES FOR YOUTH
Program Registration: For programs requiring telephone registration, please call the Youth Services 
Desk, 630-879-1393 ext. 500. For all other programs, please register using the online events calendar at 
BataviaPublicLibrary.org.
Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Unless 
otherwise noted, registration for programs begins on the first of the month in which the program occurs. 
Patrons of all abilities are welcome at our programs. Please contact the Library regarding accommodations.  

Advanced registration is required for programs designated R. 

FOR BABIES, TOTS,  
AND PRESCHOOLERS   
Preschool Fair      
Monday, Nov. 14, 6:30-8 p.m.
Parents, are you trying to decide on 
a preschool for your child? Stop by 
the Library for a Preschool Fair. The 
open house format will give parents 
and caregivers the opportunity to 
speak with staff members from Batavia 
and North Aurora preschools in one 
location. Cosponsored by Messenger 
Public Library. No registration required. 
Baby Play & Learn  
Friday, Nov. 18, 10 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 16, 10 a.m.
Babies through 24 months with a 
caregiver   
Join us for a drop-in playtime for 
babies ages 24 months and younger. 
Meet other caregivers, enjoy playtime 
with your baby and see examples of 
early literacy activities. We ask that 
care arrangements be made for older 
children. 
Saturday Storytimes R      
Saturday, Nov. 26, 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 17, 10:30 a.m.  
Ages 2-6 with a caregiver   
Join us for stories, songs, and a take-
home craft. 
Toddler Time R
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m.
Ages 2-3 with a caregiver
Enjoy stories, rhymes, songs and more.
Preschool Storytime R
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 15, 1 p.m.
Ages 3-6 with a caregiver
Enjoy stories, rhymes, and more.

Preschool Play & Learn R
Monday, Dec. 12, 10:30 a.m.
Ages 2-6 with a caregiver
Enjoy playtime with your child and 
explore our early literacy stations, 
which include activities with letters, 
numbers, sequencing, and more.
Baby Explore    
Saturday, Jan. 7, 10 a.m.
Parents with babies through 24 
months
Explore what your Library has to offer 
you and your baby. Miss Kathleen will 
have books, manipulatives, and more 
for you to check out during this open 
house event. You will leave with a 
surprise to keep!

Reading Classic:  
A Fall Reading Challenge
Now through Nov. 28 
Ages 0-14
There is still time to participate in the 
Fall Reading Challenge on Beanstack! 
Read or listen to either three classic 
picture books or one classic juvenile 
fiction title and earn a free classic 

book to keep. Can’t get enough of the 
classics? Complete both options to 
receive a second free book! Children 
ages 7 and younger may read an 
additional three picture books 
instead of the juvenile fiction title. Fall 
Reading Challenge ends Nov. 28. 

FOR STUDENTS
3D Pens R         
Tuesday, Nov. 8, 1 or 3 p.m. 
Grades 4-8
Love drawing and want to take it to 
the next level? Our MYNT3D Printing 
Pens are back! During this 45-minute 
program, you will complete a short 
tutorial followed by a drawing session 
where you can create something using a 
template or develop your own one-of-a 
kind creation. Register for one session. 
Book Gems R    
Tuesday, Nov. 8, 4:30 p.m.
“Thanks to Lucy” by Ilene Cooper
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 4:30 p.m.
“Christmas in Camelot”  
by Mary Pope Osborne
Grades 2-3
Book club and activities for young 
readers. Registration required; reserve 
a copy of the book at the Youth 
Services Desk.
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Late Night at the Library R
Friday, Nov. 11, 6-9 p.m. 
Grades 3-5
It’s back! Mark your calendar. This 
special, after-hours program for 
students in grades 3-5 includes 
activities, a scavenger hunt, 
pizza, and a guest performer. 
Parental permission form and $3 
per participant are required at 
registration. Register in person at the 
Youth Services Desk, beginning Nov. 
1. Space is limited. Priority is given to 
Batavia Public Library cardholders and 
to students attending Batavia schools.
Homeschool Hangout R  
Tuesday, Nov. 15, 1 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 1 p.m. 
Families with children in grades K-5
Whether you are new to homeschooling 
or have a lot of homeschool experience, 
bring yourself and your homeschool 
learners for connection and fun during 
our monthly get-together. 
Paws for Tales R
Wednesday, Nov. 16, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Grades 1-4
Children are invited to practice their 
reading skills by reading aloud to 
a specially trained therapy pet. The 
goal of Paws for Tales is to create a 
positive, nonthreatening, and fun 
environment in which reading aloud is 
enjoyed. Register for a 15-minute time 
slot. Presented by the Naperville Area 
Humane Society.

Explore & More R    
Thursday, Nov. 17, 4:30 p.m.
Grades K-3
Come and explore your curiosity! 
Do you enjoy learning new things 
about the world around you? Through 
books, activities, and games, we will 
explore dinosaurs.

Chess Night R   
Tuesdays, Nov. 22, Dec. 27  
& Jan. 3, 7 p.m.
Ages 6-14
Capture an evening of fun, not 
just your opponent’s chess pieces. 
Participants must have a basic 
knowledge of the game of chess. 

STEAM Lab
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 4-7 p.m.
Grades K-5
Stop in to explore some fossil science! 
This drop-in event will feature a 
variety of stations for your child to 
explore. 

Get Certified: Button Maker
Monday, Dec. 5, 6:30-8 p.m.
Grades 5-8
Don’t have button envy! Create 
your own buttons using the Library’s 
miniature button maker. Drop in and 
learn the ins and outs of using the 
button maker and become certified so 
you may use this device any time the 
Library is open. Please note: Supplies 
for this program are free, however there 
will be a small supply fee for future, 
personal, button-making sessions. 

Holiday Gift Tags R
Supply pick up Dec. 12
Ages 7-14
Pick up prepackaged supplies to 
create unique holiday gift tags for 
your family and friends. You will 
then receive a prerecorded video of 
Stampin’ Up demonstrator Heather 
Wnek guiding you with instructions 
and tips on how to assemble your gift 
tags. Register Nov. 1-30, then pick up 
your supplies beginning Dec. 12.  

Let’s Play! Nintendo Switch R
Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2 p.m.
Grades 4-8
Join us in the Library for a Super 
Smash Brothers Ultimate video game 
tournament on Switch. When we have 
crowned the ultimate champion, play 
for fun with your friends. Registration 
begins Dec.1. 

Creative Cartooning:  
Wacky Winter Sports R
Thursday, Jan. 5, 11 a.m.
Ages 6-12
Cartoonist Mark Anderson will teach 
young cartoonists how to draw a 
variety of silly winter sports! Snowman 
bobsled! Reindeer ski jump! Freestyle 
snowball fight! See you there, sports 
fans. Registration begins Dec. 1.

FAMILIES
DISCOVER and UNCOVER
November: Who Would Win - 
Dinosaurs!
December: Grinch Mural
Drop by the Youth Services 
Department during November and 
December and participate in these 
children’s activities. In November, 
participate in some fun dinosaur 
activities, and in December,  
decorate our Grinch mural by  
telling us what makes your heart 
grow three sizes!

Children’s Book Swap
Saturday, Nov. 12, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
All Ages
Looking for a new book to read? 
You may bring up to five books per 
person (appropriate for children, 
ranging from infants through middle 
school) to exchange for books that 
are new-to-you! All leftover books will 
be donated to future Friends of the 
Library book sales. 

CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 
Nov. 7-Nov. 13 
Join us for these Children’s Book 
Week activities:  
• Guess the Mystery Book 
• Share your Favorite Book Title
• Decorate the Mystery Mosaic 
• Bookmark Craft
• Children’s Book Swap  

(see date and time)
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NEWS FROM  
THE FRIENDS 
Friends of the Batavia Public 
Library have openings for new 
members, as well as volunteers.
BECOME A FRIEND!
By joining the Friends you will:
• Make new friends
• Have fun
• Enjoy the satisfaction that 

comes from helping to 
enrich the lives of Batavia 
residents by promoting the 
Library as the cultural and 
educational center of the 
community.

Becoming a Friend is easy. Visit 
bataviapubliclibrary.org and click 
on FRIENDS in the menu. Then 
click on Membership Form.
Mail the completed membership 
form with the membership fee, 
ranging from $5 to $100, to:
Friends of the  
Batavia Public Library
10 S. Batavia Ave.
Batavia, IL 60510
To volunteer, just click on 
Volunteer with Us. You could 
help sort books and other 
materials or help at the Friends’ 
monthly Book Sales.
Questions? Please contact 
friends@bataviapubliclibrary.org.

The Friends of the Batavia Public 
Library are dedicated to promoting, 
improving, and assisting the Batavia 
Public Library. We are a 501(c)(3) 
organization, with all donations fully 
tax-deductible. If your employer has 
set up a Matching Funds Program, we 
are legally qualified to accept these 
funds. This is a way to double your 
donation to the Friends of Batavia 
Public Library.

Drop-In Craft 
Paper Leaf Wreath – Wednesday,  
Nov. 16, 10 a.m. until supplies are gone 
Grinch Tissue Paper Craft  – 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 10 a.m.  
until supplies are gone
Crazy Craft – Tuesday, Jan. 3, 1-3 p.m. 
All Ages
Drop-in craft activities. Children 
ages 6 and younger must be 
accompanied by an adult. No 
registration required.

Story Stroll 
Saturday, Nov. 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.                                                                                                
All Ages
What do you get when you combine 
exercise, fresh air, and a great story? 
A Story Stroll in the Library Reading 
Garden, of course! Bring the family to 
this fun activity! 

Bingo R 
Wednesday, Nov. 23, 11 a.m.
Friday, Jan. 6, 11 a.m. 
Ages 3-14 
Children ages 5 and younger  
must be accompanied by an adult  
or older sibling.

Celebration of Lights 
Sunday, Nov. 27, 5:50-6:30 p.m.
Families
Drop by the Batavia Depot Museum 
for holiday stories, hosted by Batavia 
Public Library, during Celebration of 
Lights festivities.

Celebrating Winter Solstice R
Monday, Dec. 19, 6:30 p.m.
Families with children ages 5-12
Learn about the ways people have 
celebrated the Winter Solstice around 
the world and prepare for your own 
celebration with solstice-themed 
crafts, activities, a flashlight story stroll, 
and hot cocoa, too! 

Board Games 
Dec. 22-Jan. 8
Visiting the Library during winter 
break? Stop by the Youth Services 
Desk and borrow one of our board 
games to play in the Library.  

Make It!
Wednesday, Dec. 28,  
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
All Ages 
Children are invited to create and 
make with our various maker activities 
and tools. We’ll have perler beads, 
a button maker, snap circuits, and 
more! Stop by and join the fun. 
Stop. Collaborate and Color!
Thursday, Dec. 29, all day
All Ages
These projects are way too big to do 
alone! Bring a friend or meet a new 
one while you collaborate to color 
JUMBO coloring sheets, and string 
together an extra-large string art piece. 
Projects will be available all day, so 
don’t wait. Stop. Collaborate and color!
LEGO Building Challenge R
Friday, Dec. 30, 10 a.m.-noon 
Families 
Does your family love building with 
LEGO building toys and bricks? 
Register for a 30-minute time slot to 
work together to build with LEGO 
pieces. Families will receive a bag of 
Library LEGO pieces to use, challenge 
cards to inspire you, and 30 minutes 
to create. LEGO creations will remain 
on display in the Library for two 
weeks. Please call the Youth Services 
Desk to register.

It’s Grinch Month  
Join us for these Grinch- 
related activities at the Library  
for all ages, from Dec. 1-22.
• What Makes Your Heart Grow? 

Tell us what makes your heart 
grow and add it to our Grinch 
mural. 

• Grinch Guessing Jar: Correctly 
guess how many green and 
red pompoms are in the jar to 
win a Grinchy prize. 

• Drop-in Craft: Grinch-inspired 
tissue art. Wednesday, 
Dec. 14, 10 a.m. until 
supplies are gone

And coming this winter!  
“Fireside Family Fun” 
Winter Library Club
 Jan. 14-Feb. 28

BFF Watch Party with author 
Shannon Hale and illustrator 

LeUyen Pham on Feb. 11.  
Stay tuned for more details!


