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The Library will be closed: 
• Saturday, Dec. 31 – 
   Library closes early at noon
• Sunday, Jan. 1
• Monday, Jan. 2

Library Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday: 12-5 p.m. 

Telephone 
630-879-1393 
Fax: 630-879-9118 
TTY: 630-879-8335 
Home Delivery:  
630-879-1393, ext. 290 

Library Director 
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Daniel R. Russo, President 
Elizabeth P. Larson, Vice President 
Marianne E. Fasano, Secretary 
Jennifer M. Culotta, Treasurer 
Andrew R. Deitchman 
Christy L. Ford  
Kathryn L. Hubbard

Batavia Public Library
Cozy up with a good story this winter!

WINTER LIBRARY CLUB – FIRESIDE FAMILY FUN
Saturday, Jan. 14-Tuesday, Feb. 28
Warm up with a delightful book during Winter 
Library Club, themed “Fireside Family Fun.” For 
families with children ages infants through eighth 
grade, WLC is a reading and activity program. For 
teens and adults, it’s a reading club. 
WLC combines reading and fun activities for 
families, who can earn points for completing 
themed activities. Record your accomplishments 
on the Beanstack app, then visit the Youth Services 
Desk for rewards. Collect enough points to earn 
your completion badge and receive an entry for a 
chance to win a “Do-It-Together” prize basket. Each 
themed basket includes a variety of items to delight 
the whole family. 
Preregistration begins Tuesday, Jan. 3, on 
Beanstack. Activity sheets will be available on 
the Library website beginning Saturday, Jan. 14. 
All WLC points must be earned and entered on 
Beanstack, or turned in to the Youth Services Desk, 
by 9 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 28.
Adults and high school students may participate 
in Winter Reading Club by reading or listening to 
books. Patrons may log their books using Beanstack 
or pick up a paper log from the Library beginning 
Jan. 14.
Each completed log of three books will earn patrons 
a free book as a prize. Patrons may turn in up to 10 
logs total. Patrons may pick up their book prizes in 
March.
Everyone who turns in at least one completed log 
will have their name entered into a drawing for 
Batavia Chamber Bucks. Winners with Batavia Public 
Library cards will receive Batavia Bucks gift cards. 

ONE BOOK, ONE BATAVIA
“Once you start reading this book, 
you won’t want to put it down.” 
– Stacey Peterson, Adult Services 
Manager, Batavia Public Library
That statement perfectly captures the 
2023 selection for One Book, One 
Batavia.
“Vincent and Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers” is a 
young adult nonfiction book that paints the picture 
of the relationship between the acclaimed artist and 
his dependable younger brother. 

Written for a high school 
audience, author Deborah 
Heiligman weaves a compelling 
account of the enduring bond 
between these two brothers. Her 
writing style is engaging, so it 
is easily accessible to adults of 
varying reading levels.

This book will make for excellent book discussions 
because Peterson said “everyone who reads it will 
have their own unique ways of connecting to the 
book based on each person’s life experiences.”
“Vincent and Theo” captures the essence of the 
incredible bond between these two men. Sibling 
relationships, then and now, can be complicated. 
Yet through 658 letters that Vincent wrote to Theo 
during his life, and 40 letters written by Theo to 
Vincent, Heiligman allows us to look inside the 
relationship between the passionate but tortured 
artist and his steady but lonely brother. 
Their relationship, while sometimes stormy, was 
enduring and supportive — a work of art in its own 
right.

Deborah Heiligman

You could win free books, Batavia Bucks from the Library



Under the Cupola
“MISS HICKORY”
“The Pilgrim woman sits by the trestle table, ready to 
busy herself with meal preparations. On the table are 
bowls, jugs, and pans, and a pie cooling from the oven.” 
This describes a miniature room created by Elaine 
Cannon (1895–1982) as a gift to the children of Batavia 
in 1975.
The room is a potpourri of miniatures, adapted by 
Cannon and collected throughout her more than 40 
years as an artist and designer.
The Pilgrim woman bears Cannon’s trademark, a face 
and head made from a hickory nut. Cannon’s hickory-nut 
dolls were collector’s items in the 1930s and ’40s and 

her miniature rooms 
and other designs were 
sold by Marshall Field & 
Company and The Little 
Traveler.
Little wonder that one of 
Cannon’s favorite books 
was “Miss Hickory” by 
Carolyn Sherwin Bailey, 
which still is found in the 
Library today. In 1959, 
Cannon described 
this book, which won 
the Newbery Award 

in 1947, as “Surely the most 
delightful of children’s books. I 
wish every small girl would read 
it — and proceed to make a Miss 
Hickory doll.”
As described by the book’s 
author, “Miss Hickory is a 
country woman whose body 
was an applewood twig and 
whose head was a hickory 
nut.” A lovely little book with 
an unconventional ending, 
“Miss Hickory” is sure to win 
as many fans today as it did 
when first published in 1946.
Visitors to the Library can find a display of Cannon’s 
miniatures in the Local History Room. In addition to the 
Pilgrim woman’s kitchen, there is a three-tiered shadow 
box filled with Cannon’s charming miniatures, which she 
donated to the Library in March 1946, as well as three 
miniatures scenes in glass domes.
We want to be your first choice for information — on 
local history or any topic of interest. Come visit the 
Library or its website today!

GEORGE H. SCHEETZ
Director

630-879-1393 | BataviaPublicLibrary.org

The Friends of the Batavia Public  
Library will host its monthly Book Sale  

in the FriendSpace located on  
the Library’s lower level.

NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS 
Friends of the Batavia Public 
Library have openings for new 
members, as well as volunteers.
BECOME A MEMBER!
By joining the Friends you will:
• Make new friends
• Have fun
• Enjoy the satisfaction that comes 

from helping to enrich the 
lives of Batavia residents by 
promoting the Library as the 
cultural and educational center 
of the community.

Becoming a Friend is easy. Visit 
bataviapubliclibrary.org and click 
on FRIENDS in the menu. Then 
click on Membership Form.
Mail the completed membership 
form with the membership fee, 
ranging from $5 to $100, to:

Friends of the  
Batavia Public Library
10 S. Batavia Ave.
Batavia, IL 60510
BECOME A VOLUNTEER!
To volunteer, just click on Volunteer 
with Us. You could help sort books 
and other materials or help at the 
Friends’ monthly Book Sales.
Questions? Please contact 
friends@bataviapubliclibrary.org.
The Friends of the Batavia Public Library 
are dedicated to promoting, improving, 
and assisting the Batavia Public Library. 
We are a 501(c)(3) organization, with 
all donations fully tax-deductible. If 
your employer has set up a Matching 
Funds Program, we are legally qualified 
to accept these funds. This is a way to 
double your donation to the Friends of 
Batavia Public Library.

FRIENDS’ BOOK SALES

Saturday, Feb. 11 
9:15a.m.-1p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 14 
9:15 a.m.-1 p.m.

JANUARY FEBRUARY
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Batavia Public Library
PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS AND TEENS
Registration information: Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393,  
ext. 200, or register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 

Advance registration is required for programs designated R.

Navigating a College Search  
in a Changing Landscape R 
Thursday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m.
Online via Zoom
Find out how to build a right-fit 
college list, get a behind-the-scenes 
view of how financial aid works, 
discover new 2023 FAFSA updates, 
and feel empowered with actionable 
strategies to save money. You’ll learn 
tips for working with your teenager 
on this stressful and emotional 
process, too. A must-see for parents 
of students in grades 9-11.
Medicare Q & A R
Wednesday, Jan. 18, 7 p.m. | In person
Medicare is confusing and it’s 
important to get the right information 
to make your decisions. Hadia 
Bangash of CVS will be here to 
answer your questions.
Tour of Soups R
Thursday, Jan. 12, 6:30 p.m.
Online via Zoom
Make the best, most comforting soups at 
home this winter with Chef Kristyn Slick. 
Productivity and Time  
Management Toolbox R
Thursday, Jan. 19, 7 p.m. | In person
Spend 90 minutes with professional 
organizer Colleen Klimczak and 

learn a variety of time-management 
strategies to have in your Time 
Management Toolbox. Tools include 
an Uncluttered Work Space, Routines 
that Work, Managed Priorities, 
Technology Tools and more.
Can You Afford to Retire? R
Tuesday, Jan. 24, 7 p.m. | In person
Dr. Jim Flannigan will give in-depth 
instruction on the nuances of Social 
Security and the basic need for an 
estate and/or financial plan. Jim will 
help attendees conduct an estate 
analysis, complete with a net worth 
statement.
Cricut Certification R
Thursday, Jan. 19, 4, 4:30, 5, or 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 16, 4, 4:30, 5, or 5:30 p.m.
In person
During this 30-minute class, you 
will learn the ins and outs of using a 
Cricut and become certified. Please 
note: Supplies for this program are 
free, however, future usage will have a 
small materials fee. Please register for 
only one class.”
Mardi Gras R
Thursday, Feb. 9, 6:30 p.m.
Online via Zoom
Transport yourself to New Orleans with 
three traditional Creole recipes!

HOW-TO COMMUNITY

SUNDAYS ON STAGE
The Batavia Public Library Foundation 
is the 2022 Season Sponsor.
Julia Child: Bon Appetit! R
Sunday, Jan. 29, 2 p.m.
In person
In the 1960s, thousands tuned in 
every week to watch Julia Child 
demonstrate the art of French 
cooking on television. Actress 
and scholar Leslie Goddard, Ph.D. 
brings the iconic French chef to 
life in this portrayal, where Child 
discusses everything from her 
relationship with her husband, Paul 
Child, to the mishaps of cooking on 
television. Bon appetit!

That’s Amore! R
Sunday, Feb. 26, 2 p.m.
In person
Love is in the air! Join cabaret 
singer Heather Braoudakis in 
celebrating the different kinds 
of love – Agape, Eros, and Philio. 
This show features love songs 
from musical theater to Nat King 
Cole, George Gershwin, and the 
Hutton sisters (Betty and Marion). 
From "That's Amore" and "When I 
Fall in Love" to "It Had to Be You" 
and "Unforgettable," Heather will 
celebrate the many sides of love.

Illinois Research R
Tuesday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m. 
Online via Zoom
Learn how to explore the Land 
of Lincoln for genealogy records 
that are available from the State of 
Illinois. From vital records to military 
records, the State of Illinois has a 
wide variety of genealogy records 
available to individuals ranging 
from beginners to professional 
genealogists. Registration required 
at tinyurl.com/2p8dht3x.

QUESTIONS & ANCESTORS 
GENEALOGY SERIES   

Inciting Joy: a Conversation with Ross Gay
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m. | Online via Zoom
Kick off your new year with a conversation about joy with 
best-selling essayist and award-winning poet Ross Gay. An 
exploration of the joy we incite when we turn our attention 
to what we love and what brings us together, “Inciting Joy” 
— Ross’ most recent collection of essays — will be discussed 
by Ross and performance poet Dan “Sully” Sullivan. 
This event is made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide 
collaboration among public libraries offering premier events. ILP is funded in part by a grant 
awarded by the Illinois State Library, a department of the Office of Secretary of State, using funds 
provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, under the provisions of the Library 
Services and Technology Act (LSTA). ILP is committed to inclusion and accessibility. To request 
accommodations, please email illinoislibrariespresent@gmail.com.

ILLINOIS LIBRARIES PRESENT
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Surprise Me Bundles 
Ongoing 
Adults and teens — Do you need something new to 
read or watch, but you’re not sure what to choose 
from the Library’s collection? We can help. Fill out our 
Surprise Me Bundle form, and librarians will search for 
up to five items just for you and set them aside for you 
to pick up. Fill out the form here: tinyurl.com/yyxgy67h

Adult Book Subscription Bags R     
February, March and April
Looking for fresh reading ideas? Love surprises? Sign up 
now for a 3-month subscription to a Book Subscription Bag 
filled with a library book selected especially for you, as well 
as a few surprise goodies to keep. Pick up your bag at the 
beginning of each month. Registration required by Jan. 15. 
Limit: 15. Sign up here: tinyurl.com/adultwin23

FEATURE PROGRAMS

ONE BOOK, ONE BATAVIA
The 2023 selection is “Vincent and 
Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers.” Please 
visit the Library, or our website at  
www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org, to pick 
up a copy or reserve one. The Library 
presents special programming based 
on this selection:
Van Gogh: The Artistic 
Foundations of an Influencer R
Thursday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m.
In person
As innovative as the artwork of 
Vincent van Gogh is, it does us well 
to remember that he was part of 
a larger tradition in the history of 
art. Nick Caltagirone will place van 
Gogh in the larger context of art 
history. We will see how van Gogh 
was part of an artistic tradition that 
went back to the European Middle 
Ages. We also will look at some 
non-Western influences on van 
Gogh's art, and finally we will  
see how van Gogh's art helped 
change the trajectory of art in the 
20th century.

Anxiety, Depression and  
Vincent van Gogh R
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.
In person
Explore Vincent van Gogh's 
reported mental health issues 
of anxiety and depression and 
healthful ways to cope with such 
“dis-ease.” Taught by Jennifer 
Falbo-Negrom, a licensed clinical 
professional counselor.

Van Gogh in the  
South of France R
Wednesday, March 1, 7 p.m.
Online via Zoom from home  
or in Library on the big screen
In this live Zoom program, art 
historian Jeff Mishur discusses 
Vincent van Gogh's prolific years 
in Southern France. Watch online 
from the comfort of your home or 
together in a group in the Library.

The Fine Art of Letter Writing R
Thursday, March 9, 7 p.m.
In person
We wouldn't know so much about 
Vincent van Gogh if he and his 
brother didn't write each other 
so many letters. Kimberly Adami 
Hasegawa talks about why letter 
writing is important, and fun ways to 
fit it into our modern lives.

Paint in the Style of  
Vincent van Gogh R
Wednesday, March 15, 6 p.m.
In person
Ready to try your hand at 
impressionism? Paint in the style of 
Vincent van Gogh with resident artist 
and librarian, Aimee Marx. Please 
wear clothing you wouldn't mind 
getting paint on or bring an apron. 
We will provide all supplies, including 
paint, brushes, canvas, water, easel, 
etc. All you need is your creativity. 

Author Spotlight:  
Deborah Heiligman R
Thursday, March 30, 7 p.m.
Online via Zoom from home  
or in Library on the big screen
Deborah Heiligman has written many 
books, including Boston Globe-Horn 
Book Award Winner “Vincent and 
Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers,” this 
year’s One Book, One Batavia selection. 
Heiligman will tell how she meticulously 
researched Vincent van Gogh's life, 
drawing on the 658 letters he wrote to 
his brother, Theo, during his lifetime, 
weaving a tale of two lives intertwined 
and the extraordinary love of the van 
Gogh brothers. You may watch online 
from the comfort of your home or 
during a watch party in the Library.

NEW LYCEUM LECTURE SERIES
The Batavia Public Library Foundation 
is the 2022-23 Season Sponsor

“Alice’s Ordinary People” R
Thursday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m.
Online or in Library on the big screen
In celebration of Martin Luther King Jr.  

Day, join us for a presentation 
and discussion with documentary 
filmmaker Craig Dudnick. “Alice's 
Ordinary People” is a documentary 
film about Alice Tregay, a woman 
who refused to stand still for 
injustice. The film is available to 
watch for free through the Library’s 

Kanopy streaming service. Patrons 
are encouraged to watch the film 
before the Zoom program, but 
the presentation can be enjoyed 
regardless of whether you've seen the 
film. You may watch online from the 
comfort of your home or together in a 
group in the Library.
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Book Discussion  R
Tuesday, Jan. 10, 7:30 p.m.
“This is Happiness”  
by Niall Williams
“This elegiac novel is as unhurried as 
its setting... The novel’s description 
of a lost rural lifestyle, and the gaps 
between a young man’s romantic 
expectations and the inescapable 
letdown of reality, is comic and 
poignant in equal measure.”  – The 
New Yorker
Tuesday, Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m.
“Vincent and Theo”  
by Deborah Heiligman
This vivid and nuanced portrait 
of brothers Vincent and Theo van 
Gogh explores their turbulent lives 
and devotion to one another. This 
is the One Book, One Batavia 2023 
selection.
March book discussion: “Taste: My 
Life Through Food” by Stanley Tucci

Books Between Bites 
Thursday, Jan. 19, Noon
Lester Munson presents “Glory 
Days” by L. Jon Wertheim and 
“Rethinking Fandom” by Craig 
Calcaterra.
Thursday, Feb. 16, Noon
Barb McKittrick presents “The 
Overstory” by Richard Powers.

Community Check-in  
with Misty & Aimee
Get to know more about Batavia 
and the people who make it great 
with Misty and Aimee. Catch a 
Community Check-In livestream, a 
15(ish) Minutes of Fun video, or a 
3-Minute Exclusive on our Facebook 
or Instagram accounts. You are 
guaranteed to laugh and to learn 
something about our great town. 
No registration is required, but 
you will need a personal Instagram 
or Facebook account to interact 
with us. Follow us and turn on 
notifications so you don't miss our 
videos! #mistyandaimee 
•  Instagram: www.instagram.com/

bataviapubliclibrary
•  Facebook: www.facebook.com/

BataviaPublicLibrary

MONTHLY PROGRAMSCOMPUTER CLASSES  
FOR ADULTS 
One-hour, hands-on computer 
classes. Basic computer skills, 
including mouse and keyboard 
proficiency, are required.  
Introduction to Microsoft Word, 
Part 1 R
Wednesday, Jan. 25, 9 a.m.
Introduction to Microsoft Word, 
Part 2 R
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 9 a.m.
Introduction to Microsoft Word, 
Part 3 R
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 9 a.m.
Introduction to Microsoft Excel, 
Part 1 R
Tuesday, Feb. 7, 9 a.m.
Introduction to Microsoft Excel, 
Part 2 R
Tuesday, Feb. 14, 9 a.m.
Introduction to Google Slides R
Tuesday, Feb. 28, 9 a.m.
A free Google account is required for 
this class.
Genealogy: HeritageQuest  
& HeritageHub R
Thursday, Jan. 19, 9 a.m.
Genealogy: Ancestry Library 
Edition R
Thursday, Feb. 9, 9 a.m.
Genealogy: FamilySearch.org R
Thursday, Feb. 16, 9 a.m.
Genealogy: Free Websites R
Thursday, March 2, 9 a.m.
INDIVIDUAL COACHING SESSIONS 
Batavia Public Library card required. 
Call the Reference Desk, 630-879-
1393, ext. 200, to schedule a session. 
Technology Coaching  
Schedule an appointment with a 
technology assistant for a one-hour, 
one-on-one coaching session based 
on your individual needs. Available 
Monday-Thursday by appointment. 
Genealogy Research  
Whether you’re just starting or would 
like help overcoming obstacles, 
a librarian will guide you in your 
genealogy research during a one-
hour, one-on-one session. Available 
Monday-Friday by appointment. 

Inclusion Game Night R V
Tuesday, Jan. 3 & Feb. 7,  
6:30-8:15 p.m. | In person
Teens and young adults of all 
abilities, their families and friends are 
welcome to play board games and 
card games together in person. We 
need to limit registration for safety, 
so please register for this program. 
Teen Take ’N’ Make Kits
January & February 
Adult Service Desk
Grab a take-home craft of the month 
to assemble at home. Bags will be 
available at the Adult Service Desk 
while supplies last. A new craft will 
be available at the beginning of each 
month. One per person.

TEEN PROGRAMS
Advance registration is required for programs designated R.  
For volunteer opportunities, look for the V.
Volunteer Opportunities V
Ongoing
Looking to earn volunteer hours? 
The Library needs you! 
Inclusion Game Night is going on, 
and volunteers are welcome to 
join in the fun (see below). 
We also have free tug toy craft kits 
you can make and return to the 
Library for volunteer credit. Visit 
the Reference Desk for a kit or ask 
for a kit to be held for curbside 
pickup. 
For more ideas and monthly 
volunteering suggestions, sign 
up for the Teen Volunteering 
Challenge on the Beanstack app. 
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MarioKart (Nintendo Wii) Tournament R 
Thursday, Jan. 5, 3-5 p.m. | In person
Test your MarioKart skills against other 
teens in the area. Who will dodge bananas, 
red shells and other obstacles to come out 
victorious? Come alone or bring a friend. 
Experience with MarioKart or Nintendo Wii 
is not required. Limit: 15.
Teen MakerSpace Crafternoon
Thursday, Jan. 12 & Feb. 23, 4-6 p.m. | Drop in
Enter the Teen Space and explore machines 
that will be a part of the new makerspace. 
See all the possibilities of future Crafternoon 
crafts that will be held soon. Brief tutorials 
of the machines will be hosted. Bring in a 
picture, drawing or saying of your choice 
and learn how to make a magnet.
Valentine Sticker Workshop R 
Thursday, Feb. 9, 4-6 p.m.  | In person
Anyone can pass out Valentine’s Day cards, 
so why not be creative and make your own 
stickers? Learn how to make your own 
stickers for Valentine’s Day. Limit: 10.
Teen Book Subscription Bags R  
Registration required by Jan. 15
Looking for a fresh read and a few surprises? 
Try a Library teen book bag subscription! 
Register and let us know what you might like 
to read. We’ll fill a bag for you with a pre-
selected YA Library book and some surprise 
goodies to keep. Pick up your bags each 
month in February, March, and April. Limit: 
15. Register here: tinyurl.com/teenwin23
Cricut Certification R 
Thursday, Jan. 19, 4, 4:30, 5, or 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 16, 4, 4:30, 5, or 5:30 p.m.
Have you ever wanted to learn how to use a 
Cricut? Or make your own card, bookmark, 
vinyl stickers, etc.? During this 30-minute 
class, you will learn the ins and outs of using 
a Cricut and become certified. Please note: 
Supplies for this program are free, however, 
future usage will have a small materials fee. 
Please register for only one class.
ACT/SAT prep 
Tutor.com provides on-demand tutoring, 
homework help, test preparation, and writing 
assistance in more than 60 subjects seven 
days a week, noon to midnight. You also can 
use their drop-off reviews, practice quizzes, 
video lessons, and The Princeton Review 
SAT®/ACT® Essentials. For practice tests, visit 
Testing & Education Reference Center at tcpr.
petersons.com to practice taking the ACT, 
SAT, GED, AP placement exams and more. 
This database also provides information 
about scholarships and colleges.

PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES FOR YOUTH
Program Registration: For programs requiring telephone 
registration, please call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393 
ext. 500. For all other programs, please register using the online 
events calendar at BataviaPublicLibrary.org. Unless otherwise 
noted, January program registration begins Jan. 3. February 
program registration begins Feb. 1.
Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all 
programs requiring registration. Patrons of all abilities are 
welcome at our programs. Please contact the Library regarding 
accommodations.

Advanced registration is required for programs  
designated R. Pick up supplies at the Library during  

Library hours for programs designated P. 

FOR BABIES, TOTS, 
AND PRESCHOOLERS   
Winter Storytime Registration 
Please call the Youth Services 
Desk, 630-879-1393 ext. 500, 
to register for winter storytimes. 
Priority is given to Batavia Public 
Library cardholders.

WINTER STORYTIMES
Baby Storytime R  
Friday, Jan. 20-March 10,  
9:30 a.m.    
OR Friday, Jan. 20-March 10, 
10:30 a.m.
Babies through 23 months with a 
caregiver
Toddler Time R   
Monday, Jan. 23-March 6, 10:30 
a.m.  (Special Events Jan. 16 & 
Feb. 20) 
OR Tuesday, Jan. 17-March 7, 
10:30 a.m.
Ages 2-3 with a caregiver
Preschool Storytime R  
Wednesday, Jan. 18- 
March 8, 10:30 a.m.  
OR Thursday, Jan. 19- 
March 9, 1 p.m.  
Ages 3-6 with a caregiver

Saturday Storytime R     
Saturday, Jan. 21, 10:30 a.m.  
Saturday, Feb. 25, 10:30 a.m.  
Ages 2-6 with a caregiver
Books & Bluey R
Thursday, Jan. 12,  
10:30 a.m. or 1 p.m.  
Ages 3-6 with a caregiver
Wackadoo! Read books, play 
Bluey-inspired games, and make 
a craft during this Bluey Bash.

FOR STUDENTS
Let’s Play! Nintendo Switch R
Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2 p.m.
Grades 4-8
Join us in the Library for a 
Super Smash Brothers Ultimate 
video game tournament on our 
Nintendo Switch. When we have 
crowned the ultimate champion, 
play for fun with your friends. 
Registration already in progress. 
Creative Cartooning:  
Wacky Winter Sports R
Thursday, Jan. 5, 11 a.m.
Ages 6-12
Cartoonist Mark Anderson will 
teach young cartoonists how to 
draw a variety of silly winter sports. 
Snowman bobsled! Reindeer ski 
jump! Freestyle snowball fight! See 
you there, sports fans. Registration 
already in progress. Please check 
for availability. 
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Book Gems R  
Tuesday, Jan. 10, 4:30 p.m.
“Polar Bears Past Bedtime”  
by Mary Pope Osborne
Tuesday, Feb. 14, 4:30 p.m.
“Heidi Heckelbeck and the Secret 
Admirer” by Wanda Coven
Grades 2-3
Book club for young readers. Join us 
for discussion and activities. A copy 
of the book may be reserved at the 
Youth Services Desk when registering.
Chess Basics R
Tuesday, Jan. 10-Jan. 24, 6:30 p.m.
Ages 6-14
Learn how to play the classic game 
of strategy. Discover what the pieces 
are called, how they move, and some 
basic strategy for playing chess. After 
completing this session, join us for 
Chess Night each month.
Explore More – with Machines! R
Monday, Jan. 16, 4 p.m. 
Grades 3-6
Learn about the inventor Rube 
Goldberg, who was famous for making 
complicated machines do simple tasks, 
then work together to make your own 
fun machines using everyday items. 
Test out each other’s machines and see 
how well they work!

Homeschool Hangout R  
Tuesday, Jan. 17, 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 14, 1 p.m. 
Families with children in grades K-5
Whether 
you are new 
to home- 
schooling 
or have 
a lot of 
homeschool 
experience, 
bring your 
homeschool learners to the Library 
for connection and fun during our 
monthly get-together. In January,  
we will be exploring outer space.  
In February, we will be having a  
Valentine’s Day party! 
Yarn & Tale R              
Thursdays, Jan. 19-Feb. 16,  
6:30-7:45 p.m. 
Ages 8-14 
Students and student/parent 
teams are invited to knit or crochet 
while listening to a story. All levels 
of experience welcome; basic 
instructions will be offered. Please 
bring your own knitting needles (size 
10) or crochet hook (size G/H), we’ll 
provide the yarn. 
Community Flag for Kids R 
Monday, Jan. 23, 7 p.m.
Grades 4-8
Interested in submitting a design 
for the Community Flag Project? 
Join Kathleen Tieri Ton, graphics 
teacher at Batavia High School, in 
a collaborative workshop where 
you’ll learn about flag history and 
flag design. Then you’ll have time to 
design your own flag for the City of 
Batavia. Will your design go down in 
Batavia history? 
Get Certified: Sticker Maker
Wednesday, Jan. 25, 4:30-6 p.m.
Grades 5-8
Don’t have sticker envy! Create your 
own stickers using the Library’s Xyron 
Creative Station. Drop in and learn 
the ins and outs of using the creative 
station and become certified so you 
may use this device any time the 
Library is open. Please note: Supplies 
for this program are free, however 
there will be a small supply fee for 
future, personal, sticker-making 
sessions.

Chess Night R     
Tuesdays, Jan. 3, Jan. 31 & Feb. 28, 
7 p.m.
Ages 6-14
Capture an evening of fun, not 
just your opponent’s chess pieces, 
when you join us for an hour of 
chess. Participants must have a basic 
knowledge of the game of chess. 

Roll for S'more R
Monday, Feb. 6, 6 p.m.
Grades 6-8
Let fate decide! Roll the dice to 
decide ingredients for some unique 
s’mores using unconventional 
ingredients and then taste them. 
Sorry, no open flames in the Library.

Virtual Author Visit and Watch Party: 
Shannon Hale and LeUyen Pham R
Saturday, Feb. 11, 2:30 p.m. 
Grades 3-8
Love the graphic novel series “Real 
Friends”? Join us 
for a virtual author 
visit with writer 
Shannon Hale and 
illustrator LeUyen 
Pham! They will 
talk about their 
books, answer your 
questions, and 
share an interactive 
activity. Participate 
via Zoom at home 
or attend a watch 
party at the Batavia 
Public Library. 
Registration is in 
progress.

Explore More –  
Design a Boardgame   R
Monday, Feb. 13, 6:30 p.m. 
Grades 3-6
Do you love to play games and 
design things? Bring your ideas to 
design a brand new boardgame. 
After creating, we will test them out 
together, then take them home and 
play as a family!



The Batavian  n  27

630-879-1393 | BataviaPublicLibrary.org

STEAM Lab P
Thursday, Feb. 23, All day 
Grades K-5
Pick up an inventor-themed STEAM 
Lab bag. Experiment and create to 
celebrate the contributions of scientists 
and inventors. We will supply the 
materials, you supply your creativity. 
3D Pens R         
Monday, Feb. 27, 4:30 or 6:30 p.m. 
Grades 4-8
Love drawing and want to take it to 
the next dimension? Our MYNT3D 
Printing Pens are back! During 
this 45-minute program, you will 
complete a short tutorial followed 
by a drawing session where you can 
create something using a template 
or develop your own one-of-a kind 
creation. Register for one session. 
Middle School Mystery Night R
Friday, March 10, 6:30-9 p.m.
Grades 6-8
Middle School Mystery Night is back! 
Students in grades 6-8 are invited to this 
after-hours event. Play a life-sized game 
of Clue with a variety of characters and 
locations based on popular books. You’ll 
decipher puzzles, unravel clues, solve 
the mystery, and eat pizza. Registration 
begins Feb. 27. Space is limited. A 
signed parental permission form and  
$3 per participant are due at registration.

FOR FAMILIES
Board Games 
Dec. 22-Jan. 8
Visiting the Library during winter 
break? Stop by the Youth Services 
Desk and borrow one of our board 
games to play in the Library.  
Discover and Uncover
January: Mammals 
February: Simple Machines
Drop by the Youth Services Department 
during January and February and 
participate in activities based on these 
themes. 
Baby Explore
Saturday, Jan. 7, 10-11 a.m.
Parents with babies through 24 
months
Visit and explore what your Library has 
for you and your baby. Miss Kathleen 
will have books, manipulatives, and 
more for you to check out. You will 
leave with a surprise to keep!

Fireside Family Fun
Jan. 14-Feb. 28
Families
Warm up with a good book during 
Winter Library Club 2023. This winter 
club combines reading and fun family 
activities. Earn points for completing 
themed activities, record your 
accomplishments on Beanstack, then 
visit the Youth Services Desk for exciting 
rewards! Collect enough points to earn 
your completion badge and receive 
an entry for a chance to win a “Do-It-
Together” prize basket. Each themed 
basket features a variety of items that 
will delight the whole family! Winter 
Library Club preregistration begins 
Jan. 3 on Beanstack. Paper copies of 
the Winter Library Club activity sheet 
also will be available on the Library 
website beginning Jan. 14. All Winter 
Library Club points must be earned and 
entered on Beanstack or turned in to the 
Youth Services Desk by 9 p.m. Feb. 28.

Interactive Movie at the Library R    
Monday, Jan. 16, 10:30 a.m.
This is not your normal movie-going 
experience, it’s totally immersive. 
Interact with the movie by using props, 
eating snacks, and singing along. It’s a 
day off from school so bring the whole 
family. Call the Youth Services Desk to 
register and ask for the movie title. 

Drop-In Craft
Wednesday, Jan. 18 
Thursday, Feb. 9 
All ages 
Crafts are available all day to 
complete in the Library or take home, 
while supplies last.

Story Stroll
Saturday, Jan. 28,  
10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
“Ada Twist, 
Scientist” by 
Andrea Beaty
Saturday, Feb. 18, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Title to be 
determined
All ages
This winter, enjoy our Story Strolls 
indoors in the Youth Services 
Department. Follow the Story Stroll 
boards around Youth Services and 
enjoy reading a new story or an old 
favorite together.

Science & Art Fair
Saturday, Jan. 28, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Families
Families are invited to learn and 
explore at our Science & Art Fair. The 
open-house format features stations 
from FrogLady Presentations, Lizzadro 
Museum of Lapidary Art, DuPage 
Children’s Museum, Northern Illinois 
Raptor Rehab & Education, and more. 
Pick up a timed ticket for a mini art 
lesson with Water Street Studios (for 
students ages 7-14). Tickets available 
at the Youth Services Desk the day 
of the Fair. Activities are suitable for 
children preschool-aged and older. No 
registration required. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Batavia Public Library.

LEGO Building Challenge R   
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 4–7 p.m. 
Families 
Does your family love building with 
LEGO building toys and bricks? Register 
for a 30-minute time slot to work 
together to build with LEGO pieces. 
Families will receive a bag of Library 
LEGO pieces to use, challenge cards to  
inspire you, and 30 minutes to create. 
LEGO creations will remain on display 
in the Library for two weeks. Please call 
the Youth Services Desk to register.

30/30 Juggling Show R
Monday, Feb. 20, 10:30 a.m.
Families 
Mike Vondruska of the Illinois Juggling 
Institute Inc. brings his 30/30 Juggling 
Show to the Library. Enjoy a 30-minute 
juggling performance followed by 
30 minutes of juggling instruction 
for the entire audience! Mike will get 
everyone into the act using slow-
moving, colorful scarves. You’ll be on 
your way to becoming a pro.


