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MINUTES 

Standing Committee on Facilities • Board of Trustees • Batavia Public Library District 

Special Meeting 

Thursday • 8 March 2018 

 

1. Call to Order 

Trustee Smith called the meeting of the Standing Committee on Facilities to order at  

6:32 p.m. 

2. Call the Roll 

Committee Members Present: Richard A. Henders and Jo Ann Smith 

Committee Members Absent: Katherine A. Garrett 

Other Trustees Present: Diane L. Blodgett 

Staff Members Present: Director George H. Scheetz, Jeffery E. Chaney, Michele M. Martzel 

(6:55 p.m.), and Deputy Director Joanne C. Zillman 

Visitors Present: None 

3. Approve the Agenda 

Trustee Smith asked whether there were any changes to the agenda. 

Motion by Trustee Henders to approve the agenda, as presented. Seconded by Trustee Smith. 

All: Aye. The motion carried. 

4. Approve the Minutes: Special Meeting, Thursday, 18 January 2018 

Trustee Smith asked whether there were any changes to the minutes. 

Motion by Trustee Henders to approve the minutes of the special meeting, as presented. 

Seconded by Trustee Smith. All: Aye. The motion carried. 

5. Parking Lot (Building Technology Consultants Inc.) 

Trustee Smith stated that the purpose of this agenda item was to recommend that the Board of 

Library Trustees approve a contract for Parking Lot Rehabilitation. 

Director Scheetz noted that this agenda item is an element of the Capital Asset Plan. 
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Director Scheetz reported that the bids were opened on Friday, 2 March 2018. A bid summary 

and recommendation from Building Technology Consultants Inc. was included in the Committee 

packet. The Library received seven (7) bids for the Parking Lot Rehabilitation project. 

Lowest Responsive, Responsible Bidder 

The lowest apparent bidder was Schroeder Asphalt Services Inc., of Huntley, Illinois, in the 

amount of $144,386.35 (for one phase, including Alternate 1) and $155,586.35 (for two phases, 

including Alternates 1–3). Discussion followed. 

For purposes of comparison, the cost identified in the Capital Asset Plan was $265,000. 

As reported in a letter from Christopher R. Kottra, senior engineer, Building Technology 

Consultants Inc., the apparent low bid, from the Schroeder Asphalt Services Inc., of Huntley, 

Illinois, was determined to be “responsive” to the procedural requirements of the bidding 

process. 

Further, based on an evaluation of the complete bid package conducted by Building Technology 

Consultants, as well as due diligence beyond the bid package, Schroeder Asphalt Services Inc. 

was deemed a responsible bidder. Discussion followed. 

Director Scheetz noted that he discovered a newspaper article (online) that reported on the 

indictment of a vice president of Schroeder Asphalt Services Inc. in December 2016, related to 

his conduct in the first quarter of 2012. 

Attorney Roger A. Ritzman advised Kottra and Director Scheetz to contact an officer of the 

company pursuant to standards of due diligence. They discussed the situation via telephone with 

the company secretary, who informed them that (1) the former vice president was no longer 

affiliated with the company, and (2) the incident does not affect in any way the company’s 

current operations and ability to perform the contract. 

With that assurance, Attorney Ritzman reported that he could see no reason not to award the 

contract to Schroeder Asphalt Services Inc. 

In response to an observation by Trustee Henders and a comment by Trustee Smith, discussion 

followed on project references. 

The consensus of the Committee favored Schroeder Asphalt Services Inc., of Huntley, Illinois, as 

the lowest responsive, responsible bidder, contingent upon a satisfactory report on project 

references from Building Technology Consultants Inc. 

Martzel arrived at 6:55 p.m. 

Number of Phases 

Director Scheetz stated that, in one phase, the entire parking lot would be closed, during which 

time the Library could stay open for business or close. (Employees would report to work even if 

the Library were closed for business.) Patrons and/or employees would have access to the main 

entrance only from the sidewalk along Batavia Avenue only, with parking available on the street 

or in the City lot behind Windmill City Discount Liquors (across Batavia Avenue). 

In two phases, the lower lot and a portion of the upper lot would be completed in one phase—

with access to the parking lot from Batavia Avenue—and the balance of the upper lot would be 

completed in one phase—with access to parking (and the drive-up return) from First Street. 

The additional cost for a two-phase project would be $11,200.00. Discussion followed. 
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The consensus of the Committee supported completion of the project in two phases. 

Motion by Trustee Henders to recommend that the Board of Library Trustees:— 

(1) accept the Base Bid and Alternate 1 (Performance Bond) for Parking Lot Rehabilitation 

from Schroeder Asphalt Services Inc., of Huntley, Illinois, as presented, contingent upon 

a satisfactory report on project references from Building Technology Consultants Inc.; 

and 

(2) accept Alternate 2 (Perform Base Bid Work in Two Phases) and Alternate 3 

(Performance Bond) to the Base Bid for Parking Lot Rehabilitation from Schroeder 

Asphalt Services Inc., of Huntley, Illinois; and 

(3) authorize Director George H. Scheetz to execute a contract with Schroeder Asphalt 

Services Inc., of Huntley, Illinois, in the amount of $155,586.35; and 

(4) authorize Director Scheetz, in consultation with Trustee Jo Ann Smith, as chair of the 

Standing Committee on Facilities, to act on behalf of the Board of Library Trustees 

between meetings in relation to time-sensitive issues that may affect the Parking Lot 

Rehabilitation project, including but not limited to change orders, but not to exceed the 

contingency amount; that is, the allowance for additional work. 

Seconded by Trustee Smith. All: Aye. The motion carried. 

The Committee requested Director Scheetz to include this item on the Regular Agenda. 

Director Scheetz noted that the total estimated budget for this project was $170,586.35, including 

the estimated fees ($15,000) for Construction Phase Services from the consulting engineers 

(approved previously), and an allowance of $15,000 (included in the Base Bid). 

6. Challenge Vaneless Model 1913 Windmill 

Director Scheetz stated that the Library was approached with an opportunity to acquire a second 

windmill—a choice of a Challenge Vaneless Model 1913 or two other models, as follows:— 

• Appleton Goodhue (ca. 1895 to 1910s) 

10-foot wooden wheel, solid / fixed 

17-foot Appleton tower, metal, built-in ladder 

$6,500 asking price; discounted to $5,000 for the Library 

Note: This windmill is one of only three known, surviving examples of this model in 

the United States. 

• Challenge 27 (ca. 1927 to 1940s) 

8-foot steel wheel, solid / fixed 

est. 10- to 12-foot tower, wood, no ladder 

$3,500 asking price 

Note: The tower could be made taller or shorter; the wooden ladder could be replaced 

with a metal ladder. 
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• Challenge Vaneless Model 1913 (ca. 1913) 

8-foot wooden wheel, sectional (opens and closes similar to an umbrella) 

est. 13- to 14-foot Challenge tower, metal, built-in ladder 

$3,500 asking price 

The asking prices do not include the cost of transportation—the windmill is located in Batavia—

and installation. Discussion followed. 

In response to a question from Trustee Smith, discussion followed on possible sources of funds 

for such a project. 

In response to a question from Trustee Henders, discussion followed on the total project cost, 

including transportation and installation. 

In response to a comment by Trustee Smith, discussion followed on the possible community 

perception of the Library’s acquisition of a second windmill. 

The consensus of the Committee expressed cautious interest in the potential acquisition of a 

second windmill. 

The Committee requested Director Scheetz to investigate the estimated probably cost of such a 

project, including transportation and installation; possible funding options; and possible locations 

on the Library’s campus that would accommodate a windmill. 

7. Future Agenda Items 

• Estimated Probable Cost of Elements of the Master Plan for Building Improvements / 

Request for Qualifications for Professional Services 

• Technology Plan (April 2018) 

8. Comments from the Committee 

There were no additional comments from the Committee. 

9. Next Meetings or Events  

a. Daylight Saving Time Begins at 2:00 a.m. (2nd Sunday in March), Sunday, 11 March 2018 

b. Freedom of Information Day, Friday, 16 March 2018 — annual event on or near March 16, 

the birthday of James Madison, who is widely regarded as the Father of the Constitution and 

the foremost advocate for openness in government 

c. Board of Library Trustees (Regular Meeting), Tuesday, 20 March 2018, 7:00 p.m., Elizabeth 

L. Hall Conference Room, Batavia Public Library 

d. PLA National Conference (Philadelphia), Tuesday–Saturday, 20–24 March 2018 

e. Good Friday, Friday, 30 March 2018, Library Open [I] 

f. Easter, Sunday, 1 April 2018, Library Closed 

g. Standing Committee on Facilities, Thursday, 5 April 2018, 6:30 p.m., Elizabeth L. Hall 

Conference Room, Batavia Public Library 

h. 136th Anniversary of the Board of Library Trustees of the Batavia Public Library (4 April 

1882–2018), Wednesday, 4 April 2018 
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10. Adjournment 

Motion by Trustee Henders to adjourn the special meeting. Seconded by Trustee Smith. All: 

Aye. The motion carried. 

Trustee Smith declared the meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

  

George H. Scheetz 

Director 


