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MINUTES 

Standing Committee on Outreach  Board of Trustees  Batavia Public Library District 

Special Meeting  

Thursday  4 August 2016 

 

1. Call to Order 

Trustee Henders called the meeting to order at 7:48 p.m. in the Elizabeth L. Hall Conference 

Room of the Batavia Public Library. 

2. Call the Roll 

Committee Members Present: Diane L. Blodgett, Richard A. Henders, and Jo Ann Smith 

Committee Members Absent: None 

Other Trustees Present: Douglas S. Sullivan 

Staff Members Present: Director George H. Scheetz, Michele M. Martzel, and Deputy Director 

Joanne C. Zillman 

Visitors Present: None 

3. Approve the Agenda 

Trustee Henders asked whether there were any changes to the agenda. 

Motion by Trustee Smith to approve the agenda, as presented. Seconded by Trustee Blodgett. 

All: Aye. The motion carried. 

4. Approve the Minutes: Special Meeting, Thursday, 9 June 2016 

Trustee Henders asked whether there were any changes to the minutes. 

Motion by Trustee Blodgett to approve the minutes of the special meeting, as presented. 

Seconded by Trustee Smith. All: Aye. The motion carried. 

5. Community Engagement 

Director Scheetz stated Objective / Project 2; that is, “Build the new nostalgia and make the case 

for why the Library matters in Batavia—Theme: ‘A new story… 150 years in the making.’ ” 

Director Scheetz stated Objective / Project 8; that is, “Explore the idea of a referendum to 

replace the current bond levy with a rate increase → Develop the case for why the ‘annual public 
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library tax’ for Batavia is not sufficient to meet the needs of the community (Year 1) in 

preparation for a referendum (Year 2 or Year 3).” 

Director Scheetz distributed a wire-bound copy of the community survey (“Batavia Public 

Library Telephone Survey”) to each Committee member. 

Trustee Henders noted that, at the meeting in June, he requested that the Committee review the 

following materials:— 

 “Community Engagement: Background Information from the Standing Committee on 

Services” 

 Proposal, UNICOM–ARC Inc. 

 “Practical Community Engagement” (slides) and “Practical Community Engagement: 

Planning Worksheet” (from a preconference session at the PLA National Conference, 

Wednesday, 6 April 2016) 

Trustee Henders presented an oral report on a recent meeting (Wednesday, 27 July 2016) in 

which he and several staff members engaged Rodney D. Wright, president, UNICOM–ARC Inc., 

in a discussion on a low-key community engagement program applicable to Batavia that does not 

focus on a referendum as a necessary outcome. Discussion followed. 

For the next meeting, Trustee Henders requested the Committee to review the “Batavia Public 

Library Telephone Survey,” and requested Director Scheetz to prepare a request for proposals 

(RFP) or request for qualifications (RFQ) for review by the Committee. 

6. Policy on Art 

Director Scheetz reported that the Library was offered several works of art, all of which were on 

display at the Committee meeting. Pursuant to the “Policy on Art”:— 

In order to determine whether to accept gifts, bequests, or indefinite loans, or to purchase 

particular works of art, the Standing Committee on Art will review and evaluate such 

works of art and make a recommendation to the Board of Trustees on whether to proceed. 

Director Scheetz observed that the Committee had several options, including but not limited to 

accepting works of art for the purpose of keeping and (perhaps) displaying them; accepting them 

for the purpose of preserving them in some manner; or simply not accepting them. 

Finally, as a reminder, Director Scheetz noted that the informal themes of the Library’s art 

collection were “The Timeless Love of Books and Reading” and “The History of Batavia.” 

a.  “Duck! Rabbit!” by Tom Lichtenheld 

Director Scheetz reported that the artist, Thomas G. “Tom” Lichtenheld, of Geneva, Illinois, 

offered the Library a signed, digital composite print of a key illustration from the book, 

Duck! Rabbit! (2009) by Amy Krouse Rosenthal, illustrated by Tom Lichtenheld (the donor). 

Duck! Rabbit! was a 2009 Booklist Editors’ Choice selection (among many honors). 

Provenance: The donor, Thomas G. “Tom” Lichtenheld, is the artist. 

Director Scheetz recommended that the Library accept this work of art for display in Youth 

Services. Discussion followed. 

In response to a question from Trustee Henders, Joanne C. Zillman, the Library’s Youth 

Services Manager, provided additional background information. 
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In response to a question from Trustee Henders, discussion followed on possible display 

locations in the Youth Services area. 

The consensus of the Committee was that this work of art was desirable and worthy of 

acquisition. 

Motion by Trustee Blodgett to recommend that the Board of Library Trustees accept the 

signed, digital print, “Duck! Rabbit!” by Thomas G. “Tom” Lichtenheld, as an unrestricted 

gift from the artist and the sole property of the Library, pursuant to the “Established 

Conditions for Deed of Gift to the Art Collection of the Batavia Public Library District.” 

Seconded by Trustee Smith. All: Aye. The motion carried. 

The Committee requested Director Scheetz to include this item on the Consent Agenda. 

b. Paintings of Historic Batavia Scenes by Richard C. Lewis 

Director Scheetz reported that William D. “Bill” Kohanek, of Batavia, Illinois, the current 

owner of the following three original watercolor paintings of historic Batavia scenes by 

Richard Charles Lewis, offered them to the Library; all three evidently date from the 

1960s:— 

 “Men Who Cast Shadows”—According to Mayor Jeffery D. Schielke, who examined 

the paintings at Director Scheetz’s request, this painting is a view of a portion of the 

north end of the West Batavia Cemetery. 

 “Scene in Batavia”—According to Mayor Schielke, this painting is a view of 

Schielke’s Food Store and Hobby Shop from across River Street. 

 “Too Many Years”—The building represented in this painting was not identified by 

Mayor Schielke, though he recognized it as a Batavia structure.1 

Provenance: Director Scheetz reported that these three painting were once part of a 

circulating art collection owned and managed by the DuPage Library System, which rotated 

among the member libraries. (Batavia Public Library participated in this service and checked 

out framed paintings and art prints.) The collection was dispersed when the service was 

discontinued. The donor, William D. “Bill” Kohanek, evidently acquired them from the 

DuPage Library System. 

The Artist: Director Scheetz reported that Richard Charles Lewis (1923–1988) was an art 

director for a Chicago advertising company and founder in the 1960s of a Batavia art gallery 

called the Frame Group. Lewis was considered a foremost watercolor artist. 

Director Scheetz recommended that the Library accept this work of art for possible display 

on the Upper Level. Discussion followed. 

The consensus of the Committee was that this work of art was desirable and worthy of 

acquisition. 

Motion by Trustee Blodgett to recommend that the Board of Library Trustees accept three 

paintings by Richard Charles Lewis as an unrestricted gift from William D. “Bill” Kohanek 

and the sole property of the Library, pursuant to the “Established Conditions for Deed of Gift 

                                                           
1The building represented in this painting was subsequently identified as the Chicago, Aurora, and Elgin Railroad 

power house on South River Street (Illinois Route 25), which was demolished in 1965. 
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to the Art Collection of the Batavia Public Library District.” Seconded by Trustee Smith. All: 

Aye. The motion carried. 

The Committee requested Director Scheetz to include this item on the Consent Agenda. 

c. Photograph of Batavians Who Served in World War II (1946) 

Director Scheetz reported that the owner, David P. Peebles, of Batavia, Illinois, has offered 

to the Library an original panoramic photograph of World War II veterans taken at the 

dedication of Memorial Field (27 July 1946) for display as a companion to the World War I 

photograph now on display in the Local History Room.2 

Provenance: The donor, David P. Peebles, acquired the photograph from the estate of 

Thomas A. Anderson (1926–2016), a lifelong resident of Batavia and U.S. Navy veteran, 

who received the photograph as one of the featured veterans. 

Director Scheetz recommended that the Library accept this work of art for display in the 

Local History Room. Discussion followed. 

The consensus of the Committee was that this work of art was desirable and worthy of 

acquisition. 

Motion by Trustee Blodgett to recommend that the Board of Library Trustees accept the 

original panoramic photograph of World War II veterans as an unrestricted gift from David 

P. Peebles and the sole property of the Library, pursuant to the “Established Conditions for 

Deed of Gift to the Art Collection of the Batavia Public Library District.” Seconded by 

Trustee Henders. All: Aye. The motion carried. 

The Committee requested Director Scheetz to include this item on the Consent Agenda. 

Trustee Sullivan left the meeting at 8:21 p.m. 

7. Recognition as a Library Leader 

Director Scheetz reported that, at its meeting on Thursday, 9 June 2016, the Committee 

requested this agenda item for the purpose of reviewing the guidelines for “Recognition as a 

Library Leader,” which were distributed in the Committee packet. Discussion followed. 

The following comments, identified by section name, resulted from the Committee’s 

discussion:— 

 Deadline for Nomination: Should the current timeframe—“Nominations must be 

submitted between July 1 and December 1.”—be changed? 

 Award: Delete the clause, “… and by recognition at the annual Friends of the Library 

annual meeting in April,” which is no longer valid. 

 Nomination Form: Add lines for “Email Address” for both the person nominated 

(nominee) and the person submitting the nomination (nominator). 

In response to a question from Trustee Smith, discussion followed on whether a current 

employee of the Batavia Public Library is eligible to receive this award. 

                                                           
2The donor, David P. Peebles, subsequently donated a medal, which was awarded to Batavia’s World War II 

veterans, as a companion piece to the panoramic photograph.  
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For discussion at a future meeting, Trustee Henders requested the Committee to consider further 

the criteria for “Recognition as a Library Leader.” 

8. Future Agenda Items 

 Recognition as a Library Leader (February–March 2017) 

 Review “Policy on Art” (March–April 2017) 

Issues appear under “Future Agenda Items” when they are not on the regular agenda. 

9. Comments from the Committee 

There were no additional comments from the Committee. 

10. Next Meetings or Events 

a. 150th Anniversary of Library Service in Batavia (1866–2016), January–December 2016 — 

Theme: “A new story… 150 years in the making” 

b. Board of Library Trustees (Regular Meeting), Tuesday, 16 August 2016, 7:00 p.m., Elizabeth 

L. Hall Conference Room, Batavia Public Library 

c. Staff Development Day (4th Friday in August), Friday, 26 August 2016, Library Closed 

d. Library Card Sign-Up Month, September 2016 — launched in 1987 as a national campaign: 

“every child should obtain a library card” 

e. Sunday before Labor Day, Sunday, 4 September 2016, Library Closed 

f. Labor Day (1st Monday in September), Monday, 5 September 2016, Library Closed 

g. Standing Committee on Outreach, Thursday, 8 September 2016, 7:00 PM (or immediately 

following the Standing Committee on Services), Elizabeth L. Hall Conference Room, Batavia 

Public Library 

h. Regular Library Hours on Sunday Begin (12:00 noon–5:00 p.m.) (Sunday after Labor Day), 

Sunday, 11 September 2016 

i. Board of Library Trustees (Regular Meeting), Tuesday, 20 September 2016, 7:00 p.m., 

Elizabeth L. Hall Conference Room, Batavia Public Library 

11. Adjournment 

Motion by Trustee Smith to adjourn the special meeting. Seconded by Trustee Blodgett. All: 

Aye. The motion carried. 

Trustee Henders declared the meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

  

George H. Scheetz 

Director 


